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Baobab Blast™ VBC is Coming This Summer  

Get ready for God’s Great Get-Together July 19-23 at St. John’s!  The 

2010 Greater Kirkland Ecumenical Parish Vacation Bible Camp will be 

―Baobab Blast™.  Set in the expansive African savannah, the program 

offers kids ages 4-12 the opportunity to listen to the Word, be amazed at 

God’s wildlife creations and be a part of a community.  Kids will meet 

new friends, sing songs, create crafts, play cool games, learn about the 

savannah through science expirements and hear stories about Jesus.  

This is the gathering of the summer!  Registration runs through June 11.  

Cost is $20 per child with a maximum of $50 per family.  Scholarships 

are available by contacting the church office.  More information can be found at www.stjohnskirkland.org where you 

can download registration forms.  Forms are also available in St. John’s narthex.  It’s is going to be a Baobab Blast. 

St. John’s Volunteers 

Make a Difference 
 

Our remarkable 2009-2010 

team of Children and 

Youth Ministry volunteers 

faithfully dedicate many 

hours sharing the love and 

life of Jesus with the 

children and our parish.  

We will be honoring our 

volunteers as well as our wonderful Sunday school 

participants at the May 23 Celebration BBQ and 

Potluck.   

Our amazing volunteers are:  Anne Allan, Anne & 

Molly Anderson, Kelly & Stacey Chapman-Pontiff, 

Jenn Deshaw, Lisa Diller, Sharron Leinweber, 

Paula Miller, Laura Otanez, Diane Perman, Scott 

Randall, Courtney Rayburn, Pam Reilly, Ken 

Sturges, Topher White, Claire & Quin Williams, 

Chitra & Fr. Scot Wright.   

God bless each one of these servants!  We invite 

you to consider joining our 2010-2011 Children’s 

Ministry team! See Cathy Christensen for details. 

 

Upcoming Youth and 

Children’s Ministry Events: 
 
May 23—End of the Year “Happy 50

th
, St. John’s” 

 BBQ following the 10 a.m. service 

June 6 – Youth Sunday; 10 a.m. service 

   A Guatemalan Experience, noon 

June 11 – VBC Registration closes 

June 20 – Mission Trip Commissioning; 10 a.m.  

June 22—VBC Volunteer Kick-Off Meeting 6:30p  

June 24-July 3 – Guatemala Mission Trip 

July 19-23 – Baobab Blast GKEP VBC 9-noon 

August 14-16 – All Parish Campout  

August 29—Blessing of the Backpacks; 10 a.m. service 

August 28 (Saturday) – Sunday School Volunteer 

 Training; 9:00 a.m. in the Great Hall 

September 8—Wednesday Night Live begins 6:45p  

September 12– Sunday School Kick-Off & 

 Volunteer Commissioning 

September 19—Pageant Committee Meeting 11:30a 

October 2—Rite 13 Service Rehearsal & Dinner 

October 3—Rite 13 Service, 10a 
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Annual Youth Sunday Service 
Scheduled for June 6 

 

 A much anticipated 

 annual event at St. 

 John’s is Youth Sunday, 

 where we honor the 

 endeavors of St. John’s 

 graduates. This year we 

 will be celebrating this 

 tradition on Sunday, 

 June 6 during the 10 

a.m. service. Several of our graduating seniors will 

speak during the sermon portion of the service. 
 

“In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will 

make your path straight.”  Proverbs 3:6 
 

St. John’s class of 2010 is: Molly Anderson, Dot 

Christensen, Ellis Hughes, Stefan Krumm, James 

Miller, Max Pence, Jenny Smith and Peter 

Vicklund.  Congratulations to each of you for your 

accomplishments.  

St. John’s 50th, End of Year 

Celebration and BBQ & Potluck May 23 
 

50 years ago St. John’s became a parish.  In honor of this 

special anniversary, we will be celebrating St. John’s at 

our annual end of the year BBQ on May 23.  This year 

we will only have one service at 9:30a, then the 

celebration in the Great Hall.  Children in preschool 

through 6th grade are welcome to come into the Great 

Hall during the first part of the 

service to help with a special 

―Happy 50th‖ banner.   

During the sermon portion of 

the service we will recognize 

our amazing Sunday school 

students and volunteers. So 

please make every effort to 

attend.  Potluck breakdown:  

A-G ―red‖ dessert/fruit (Pentecost)  

H-P salad 

Q-Z side-dish 

If you want to BBQ something special other than 

hamburgers and hot dogs, you will need to provide.  We 

will provide condiments and paper products. 

 
 

  

 

Offers Sports, Drama and Family Camps This Summer  
 

Camp Huston is now accepting registration for summer 2010.  Located one hour north of Seattle in the foothills of the 

Cascade Mountains, Camp Huston provides the perfect opportunity where children and families can be themselves, have 

fun and connect with their peers. Please remember that all grades listed indicate the grade the child will enter in the fall. 

Traditional camps are offered July 11-17 and July 25-31 for 3
rd

-10
th
 grades. There is also a ―Mini‖ Camp, for kids entering 

grades 1-5, which is a four day, three night version of a traditional session. 

Camp Houston also offers several ―themed‖ camps, which include the following: 

× Horse Camp, July 11-17, 5
th
-8

th
 grade 

× Buckaroo Camp, July 25-31, 6
th
-10

th
 grade 

× Missoula Children’s Theater Camp, August 1-6; 1
st
-10

th
 grade.  All campers will be cast in a rendition of King 

Arthur’s Quest to be performed for friends and family on Friday, August 6.  No acting experience is necessary.   

× International Odyssey Camp, August 8-14, 3
rd

-10
th
 grade. Campers experience Huston’s goals with a Japanese 

cultural twist.  Students from Rikkyo Episcopal Junior High in Tokyo will join Camp Huston during this week.  

Summer ends with the Labor Day Family Camp, September 3-6.  Take a last chance to tie-dye a shirt, practice skills in 

archery, sing around the campfire and worship in St. John’s in the Woods before summer ends. 

For registration and information for all of the camps offered please visit www.huston.org or take a flyer from the Kiosk in 

St. John’s narthex. Camp Huston is accredited by the American Camp Association, meeting 150 written standards for 

facilities, personnel and programming. 

http://www.huston.org/
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Riddle Me This… 
òNoahõs Arkó 

1. Where was Noah when the lights went 

out? 
 

2. Who designed Noahõs ark? 
 

3. What kind of lights did Noah have on 

the ark? 
 

4. Where did Noah keep the bees? 
 

5. Why couldnõt the play cards on the ark? 
 

6. Why werenõt there any worms on the 

ark? 
 

7. Which animals took the most baggage? 
 

8. Was Noah the first one out of the       

ark?   
   

 

 

  Answers: 1. In dõark; 2. An ark-itecht; 3. Flood lights; 4. Ark-hives;  

  5. Noah was sitting on the deck; 6. Because worms come in apples not in  

  pairs; 7. The elephants - they brought their trunks; 8. No, Noah came ò 

  òfourthó from the ark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visiting his grandparents, a 

small boy opened the big family 

Bible. He was fascinated as he 

fingered through the old pages. 

Suddenly, something fell out. He 

picked it up and found that it was 

an old leaf that had been pressed 

flat between the pages. "Mama, 

look what I found," he called out. 

      "What have you got there, 

dear?" his mother asked." 

      With astonishment in his 

voice, the boy answered, "I think 

it's Adam's underwear!" 

Connect the Dots 

Bring some  

of these  

to church 

May 2 
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Developin g Faith  (Looking Ahead to Fall 2010)  

Fresh ideas for making the most of life in your church  by Brad Lewis  

 

Your child's spiritual development is closely connected to her physical and 

emotional development. For children to thrive spiritually, Biblical truths 

need to be presented in age-appropriate ways.  
 

Birth to preschool:  
Children in this range are developing their sensory and motor skills. Lively 

and interactive spiritual activities can enhance their motor skills, and simple 

board-book stories will introduce a positive concept of God. Classrooms 

should be full of fun and laughter, not "shhh" and "sit down!" 
 

Preschool to early elementary:  
As children begin school, their interests become a bit more individualized. But they still rely on concrete facts as they 

form their understanding of God. They also grasp spiritual concepts through allegorical stories. Classes should still 

include a lot of activity, but stories and follow-up discussion times are needed to reinforce spiritual lessons. 
 

Early elementary to middle school:  
As children gradually move toward independence, their concepts about God also move that direction. They begin to want 

to discover and experience God in their own way. While activity is important for kids this age, Sunday school classes also 

need to help kids personalize stories and allow them time for self-reflection. 
 

Middle school through adolescence:  
Kids in this range are becoming more independent, and their spiritual lives and faith become very personal. As a teen's 

thought life accepts more abstract concepts, they're likely to ask more questions and explore the deeper issues of faith. 

Classes need to help kids think through their hard questions and show them how to apply spiritual truths to everyday 

situations. 
 

Make Sunday School Special  
It's just an hour or so every week. But you can make the most of your child's experience in Sunday school or children's 

church with these ideas: 
 

Commit to a weekly routine. Make sure your kids get to class on time every week. 

Like regular attendance at school, your kids will develop a sense of comfort and 

belonging with consistent attendance. 
 

Visit your children's classes. Better yet, volunteer to help. You don't have to teach, but 

you can help individual children with crafts or read a Bible story to the class. Your 

presence communicates to your children that you think Sunday school is important. 
 

Have a conversation. After church, look through your children's take-home papers, 

drawings, or any other items they've brought home and ask what they're learning. "Tell 

me about your story in Sunday school today." "What did you draw and what do you 

think it means?" Ask what songs they sang, what activities they did, what they like and 

don't like about class. Again, they'll enjoy class more if they sense that it's important to 

you. 
 

Attend parent meetings. Connect with other parents and talk about your children's 

spiritual growth. Teachers can let parents know about upcoming lessons, and advise 

parents how to supplement lessons at home through prayer times, family devotion times, reading, and music. 
 

*Did You Know?  

Does it matter if kids go to church? The Barna Research Group reports that adults who attended church regularly as 

children are:     

 Nearly three times more likely to attend church as adults as their peers who didn't go to church during childhood  

 Twice as likely to read the Bible during a typical week  

 50 percent more likely to pray during a typical week  
Source: Barna Research Online (www.barna.org) 

 

This article first appeared in the June 1, 2003 issue of Christian Parenting Today. Used by permission of Christianity Today International, Carol Stream, Illinois 60188; 

Brad Lewis, a member of the CPT Advisory Board, lives with his wife and two sons in Colorado Springs. 

http://www.barna.org/

