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Why the Church

Must Teach

by Minister Janet Henley

At this writing there are three
weeks left of summer break for
Montgomery County students.
Back-to-school supplies are out.
Back-to-school clothes are in. Last
minute vacation deals are on.

By comparison, there is a similar
but silent preparation that takes
place in churches during this time
as well, preparation for a new Chris-
tian Education year! At CPBC, most
of the Sunday morning teachers
have been on break and children’s
classes have been combined to ac-
commodate the summer atten-
dance trend. Unlike the academic
arena, Christian education is not
mandated by the state, so the law
does not require it. Our on-going
task is reminding Christians of the
higher mandate for their Christian
education, a higher mandate for the
cultivation of their Christian

discipleship.

Early in my tenure, | preached on
Christian Education Sunday from a
sermon entitled, Why the Church
Must Teach. | believe that the
points of that sermon are still rele-
vant and can help us to understand
Christian education’s rightful place
in our lives. Also to see Christian
education’s value, not only to us but
also to the world.

First, the church must teach be-
cause man is sinful and the holy God
judges sin without mercy. Christians
must teach the truth about man’s
condition before God and the pen-
alty that condition incurs, eternal
separation from God. “All have
sinned and fall short of the glory of
God” (Rom. 3:23). “For the wages of
sin is death” (Rom. 6:23a).

Second, the church must teach
because in Christ God has expressed

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 2

In This Issue

Why the Church Must
Teach.............. cover story
Pastor’s Corner...............2
A Member’s Mission....

Broken Into Beautiful........3
Take a Look, It’s All About
BOOKS...cceiiiiierennnnnnnnnee3
Family Time....................4
Your Voice....cceevvvvnneeenns
Family Matters...............6

His desire for forgiveness over con-
demnation or separation. God re-
veals in His word, both written and
Living, that He is a personal Creator
who calls the creature man back to
relationship with Himself. “For God
so loved the world that He gave His
one and only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him shall not perish but
have eternal life. God did not send
His Son into the world to condemn
the world, but to save the world
through Him (John 3:16, 17).

(cont. on pg 5)



Pastor’s
Corner

Pastor Essentino A. Lewis, Jr.

Clifton Park Baptist Church is a congregation on assign-
ment. We are a people living intentionally and purpose-
fully for the Lord. | am proud that this is not just some-
thing that we say, but that it is, in fact, true. So, | continue
to give thanks that on July 27, 2011, at our summer
business meeting, our church adopted a new purpose
statement that recognizes the mission that the Lord has
given us. As our new purpose statement reads, we are,
Clifton Park Baptist Church: Leading the Way, Teaching the
Truth and Experiencing the Life.

And why is this statement significant? Purpose and vi-
sion have always been important to God and to God’s peo-
ple. In fact, Solomon stated very clearly: where there is no
vision, the people perish (Prov. 29:18). In other words, vi-
sion is so important that without it congregations and
communities fall apart. But, what is vision? We all under-
stand that in the physical sense, vision is the ability to per-
ceive through the use of sight. When we consider vision in
the life of the church, we speak of something similar. Very
simply, vision in the church is the ability to discern and
understand the direction in which God is leading. To say it
another way: God’s vision for Clifton Park is what He saw
when He brought us together.

God'’s vision is what binds us together in common
purpose; it is that which both captivates us and connects
us. It keeps us moving in the same direction, guided by
God and empowered by His Spirit. Vision keeps us on
point and on task; it keeps us focused and encourages us
to submit all of our personal agendas to the completion of
what God is calling us as a Body to fulfill. And so, more
specifically, our new purpose statement says that we are:

¢ Leading the Way. Clifton Park Baptist
Church exists to impact lives and to
bring spiritual transformation to peo-
ple and places of the world by sharing
the love of Christ. We are a church of
action that seeks to illustrate heaven
at work by meeting the needs of the
community, inspiring Godly leaders
and intentionally using our gifts, tal-
ents and abilities in the furtherance of
the Kingdom of God.

¢ Teaching the Truth. The Word of God
is truth that transcends culture and
transforms lives. Clifton Park Baptist
Church is committed to equipping
every member with an understanding
of God’s Word that they might be-
come authentic disciples of God, fol-
lowing Him faithfully and leading pro-
ductive and rewarding lives.

+ Experiencing the Life. Clifton Park
Baptist Church is a people in relation-
ship with God, but also a people in
relationship with one another. We
are living, learning and growing in a
safe, multi-cultural community that
encourages members to reach their
fullest potential in the Lord.

This is a purpose statement that we can all embrace
and aspire to. These are words that can govern our
actions and attitudes toward one another and direct us
as we serve our community. Most importantly, these
are ideas and principles that are firmly rooted in the
Word of God, as foundational for all disciples of Jesus
Christ. So, as you see our new purpose statement more
frequently, | pray that it will speak to your heart. Let’s
learnit. Let’s shareit. Let’s live it. Clifton Park Baptist
Church: Leading the Way, Teaching the Truth and
Experiencing the Life! R

myself.
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From June 28th to July 7th, Clifton Park Baptist Church went on its 3rd missionary trip to
the Gambia. There were six of us: Pastor, Min. Henley, Bro Ben, Sis Eileen, Gabby and

As a first timer, | was amazed by the preparation that had to be done. Did | think that we

would just get on a plane and go to Africa? There was the medical preparation, but also
there was my spiritual life and preparation. How do | protect myself from spiritual sickness? Read the Bible daily, pray, fast,
spend enough time with God, put on the whole armor, etc. And then | thought about Jesus — how he left his glorious, holy

home, to come to this sinful earth to die for our sins.

What was his preparation? He changed from God to man, gave up his kingship and lordship for humanity, (cont. on pg 8)
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Broken Into Beautiful

by Linda Slaughter

Clifton Park’s Women’s Ministry welcomed nearly 120
women for the annual women’s symposium, August 19 and
20. Addressing the theme, Broken into Beautiful, guest
speaker Rev. Dr. Kecia Decosta-Ford, pastor of Sharp Street
Methodist Church (Sandy Spring, Maryland), addressed the
necessity of God to break down our outer shell — our outer
man — in order to renew and regenerate our inner man
“until the day of Christ Jesus.”

Friday night opened with worship and praise, followed by
a delicious meal. After dinner, Rev. Dr. Decosta-Ford spoke
about what it means to be broken and why it’s important.
“To be broken means to burst, to bring forth, to collapse
the spiritual shell around us,” she said. “Breaking brings out
our best.”

She described our outer man as representing ourselves
after “the fall,” when the Spirit of God couldn’t freely con-
trol us because of self will, selfishness and natural life. Our
inner man is touched by God, through Jesus. Through our
inner man, God is able to use us. Being broken is necessary
for God to make us into who He wants us to be.

Among her many points, Rev. Dr. Decosta-Ford outlined
three things we must learn to accept as Christian women:

*  Our need for forgiveness from God. All fathers disci-
pline. God, our Father, loves us, chastens us and
forgives us. He also allows as well as orders
incidents and events in our lives to mold us.

*  Our need for confession to God and conviction by
God; to have a contrite heart. The more we yield to
God’s Spirit, the more God’s Spirit will be revealed
in us.

¢ Our need to be cleansed by God. We are here for
God'’s glory. Sometimes God must ‘wipe out’ the
competition when we regard ourselves or others
too highly. Sometimes God allows us to experience
pain to build us up, grow us, or humble us.

Saturday morning, the Men’s Ministry blessed the
women with a wonderful, hot breakfast, providing suste-
nance for the teaching to come. Rev. Dr. Decosta-Ford re-
turned, focusing on beauty: “What About Beauty?” She em-
phasized the equal or greater importance of respecting and
beautifying ourselves on the inside — in our hearts — with as
much effort as we spend beautifying our temples on the
outside.

She said, “It is our hearts, our inner man that is renewed
daily in Christ, which must be built up,” She also pointed
out that the Bible speaks of beauty beyond physical appear-
ance; in terms of honor, strength and other characteristics,
like those describing the woman in Proverbs 31.

Sunday worship brought Women’s Weekend to a joyous
close as Pastor Lewis preached the sermon, ‘God’s Not
Through With You Yet,” based on Philippians 1:6, “...being
confident in this, that He who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” The
weekend was fulfilling in teaching and in fellowship and
underscored our need to be broken into beautiful.l

Come Take A Look,

It's All About Books

The CPBC library will
open its doors in October
2011 as a full service, Chris-
tian-based lending library.
Services will be very similar
to your community library
and include the check-out/
check-in of books/
periodicals/audio & video
material, place books on
hold, charge and collect
fees for overdue and lost
books, renew materials and
more.

You may be asking
what prompted the change
after so many years? | be-
lieve it was always a goal of
our Minister of Education,
Janet Henley, to have our

by Suzanne Womble

library become a lending
library, or at least a viable
library that could be used
by the congregation. Our
Fall 2011 Connection Point
focuses on a detailed study
of the Bible and it is im-
perative that our library
offer the resources and
references needed for re-
search by our members.

To have access to the
library requires that a CPBC
member register for and be
issued a library patron/card
number. The library will be
open once a month (as a
trial) beginning in October
2011.

Our library policies will

be posted on the CPBC
website, and library bro-
chures with our policies will
be inserted in an upcoming
church bulletin. The library
team email is
www.library@cpbc.net and
the library team members
are Jan Baird-Adams,
Donna Sharp and Suzanne
Womble.

The CPBC library will
also be accessible from the
CPBC website to search for
books in our library. This
search capability can be
used from any mobile de-
vice that has internet capa-
bility. Hopefully in the fu-
ture we will add scanning

capability of books and
patron bar codes, Wi-fi
connection in the library,
and accessibility for our
CPBC members hooked on
their Nook and Kindle
Readers.

What an exciting pro-
ject this has been for the
Library Team! We pray that
the library will greatly aid
you in your research and
that you will exemplify ex-
cellent stewardship toward
the library materials God is
providing us in this library.
We anxiously look forward
to serving you.l
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Spiritual
Renewal

The annual retreat is a time for Clifton
Park’s family to come together to pray,

fellowship and grow
by Thelma Jackson

“Do not conform any
longer to the pattern of
this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing
of your mind. Then you
will be able to test and
approve what God’s will
is--His good, pleasing,
and perfect will.” Romans
12:2 (NIV)

Church retreats are
ideal opportunities for
spiritual renewal of the
Family of God while away
from the pressures and
routine of ordinary life. As
I've learned from our dis-
cipleship classes, God is
always trying to get our
attention, and we need to
learn to be quiet and lis-
ten to His voice.

The All Church Family
Retreat is an excellent
opportunity for members
of the Family of God to
renew our minds and fo-
cus on God and His plans
for our lives, and in the
life of Clifton Park Baptist
Church (CPBC). Retreat
resorts provide a perfect
setting for us to draw
closer to Him and for
listening for His voice to
discern His good and per-
fect will for our lives.
Retreat participants al-
most always leave feeling
refreshed and more con-
nected, with a renewed
purpose.
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CPBC began having All
Church Family Retreats as
far back as 1975 at Camp
Bennett in Brookville, MD.
The following year, the
church went to Summit
Lake in Emmitsburg, MD,
and the church retreat
would continue there for
approximately 21 years. In
1997, Clifton Park began
convening its All Church
Family Retreats at the
Black Rock Retreat Center
in Quarryville, PA, which
provides the amenities
that can enhance the
church’s worship, learning
and fellowship opportuni-
ties; it also provides more
of the conveniences of
home.

As always, we continue
to focus first and fore-
most on our relationship
with the Lord through in-
depth Bible study, prayer

and meditation in a
distraction-free atmos-
phere. The teachings and
open discussions are de-
signed to provide unique
opportunities to experi-
ence God'’s presence in
our own lives. Whether it
is having a very personal
encounter with Him dur-
ing individual quiet time
and meditation, or
whether it is an intimate
encounter with God
through a special time of
praise and worship, the
climate is ripe for the
leading of the Holy Spirit.
It should also be men-
tioned that nothing
equals the sunrise devo-
tionals, or the early morn-
ing prais-ercise classes
that are led by our trained
fitness personnel, and are
gentle, but brutal (I be-
lieve that is an oxymoron)

workout sessions. The
prais-ercise classes are
excellent mind, body and
soul workouts and a great
way to begin the day.

Finally, an All Church
Family Retreat is also a
time when we get to-
gether and have just plain
old fun through a variety
of activities of interest to
the younger as well as to
the older in attendance;
e.g., friendly competition
through competitive
sports, board games,
Amateur Night at the
Apollo, and several other
activities that will whet
the appetite for more.

This year, October 7 —
9, 2011, marks our 14"
consecutive year of part-
nering with the Black Rock
Retreat Center. Our 2011
Retreat leader is Pastor
Kirk Houston, Pastor of
Gethsemane Community
Fellowship Baptist Church
in Norfolk, VA. He will
bring a message that will
help equip us to become
messengers of hope
within our surrounding
community and beyond.
The children and youth
will have their own special
time of study and fellow-
ship.

For those of you who
will be attending the All
Church Family Retreat this
year, the prayer of the
Retreat Committee is that
you will be transformed
by the renewing of your
mind and develop a closer
and personal relationship
with God the Father.

To God be the glory
forever and ever! B



(cont. from pg 1) “For Christ died for
sins once for all...to bring you to
God” (1 Pet. 3:18a). “God was in
Christ reconciling the world to Him-
self (2 Cor. 5:18a).

Third, the church must teach be-
cause once we come to God through
Christ, we must know how to live in
relationship with Him. One has said
that “the greatest threat to the
church [today] is not persecution
but assimilation.” The salt losing its
saltiness. God'’s standards of right-
eousness are forever challenged by
the moral issues of the day primarily
related to sex and money. Chris-
tians, however, are instructed to live
differently as stated in 1 Peter 1:14-
16, “As obedient children, do not
conform to the evil desires you had
when you lived in ignorance. But
just as He who called you is holy, so
be holy in all you do.” 1 John
2:15,16 says, “Do not love the world
or anything in the world.”

Fourth, the church must teach
because we must be equipped for

the responsibilities that go along
with being God'’s people. Never
think that your life in Christ is a
discovery for self-fulfillment only,
but know that it is also a discovery
to be shared in three primary roles
in which you must be equipped: as
priests, disciplemakers and body-
builders. As priests we offer a word
from God, as disciplemakers we
share the gospel of God and as
bodybuilders we build up the people
of God.

As priests. Often we are called
upon to comfort persons in their
difficult moments, to be priests and
to bring a word from God. (See 2
Corinthians 1:3-4.) An unknown
teacher says that: A minister of God
can do a great deal by merely being
there. Company is sympathy ... But
after silent sympathy has done all it
can, consolation still has to be given
in words. It must be God’s word. As
disciplemakers. Once a person re-
ceives Christ, we set out to make
them disciples of Christ by “teaching

Youwr
Voice

with us.

them” the word (establishing them
in the disciplines and doctrines), and
by modeling before them the Christ-
life. (See Matthew 28:18-20). As
bodybuilders. We discover, sharpen
and use our spiritual gifts in service
to the church. “Now the manifesta-
tion of the Spirit has been given for
the common good” (1 Cor. 12:7) . ..
“so that the body of Christ might be
built up” (Ephesians 4:12 ).

Finally, the church must teach,
because the church is constantly in
labor, giving birth to spiritual babies
who need the pure milk of the word.
“Like newborn babies, crave pure
spiritual milk, so that by it you may
grow in your salvation” (1 Pet. 2:2),
and because the church is always in
process, still being built into a spiri-
tual house (1 Pet. 2:5). “You also,
like living stones, are being built into
a spiritual house to be a holy priest-
hood, offering spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ.”

God has called us to what only He
can do through us and He has not
intended that we walk this journey
alone. We walk it through Him with
one another by His Word. &

*Fall/Winter 2011 Connection Point and
Discipleship classes are now starting. Pick up
a brochure to see the class choices and
register. The information is also available
online at www.cpbc.net .

We wanted to get a member’s perspective on the importance of Christian
Education. Here’s what Pamela Oliver-Cross, a 20 year member shared

Due to our work schedules and the commute, my husband and | are not able to do the Wednesday night studies, but
we make a deliberate point of taking advantage of the morning bible study opportunities. Like everyone, our work and
family life can become very hectic but we try to set aside at least an hour each day for our study lesson. | admit, some-
times we fall behind but try our best to complete everything by Saturday. One of my favorite classes was the study of
the Book of Genesis that was taught by Deacon Sam Akitobi because it helped me to really appreciate the creation,
Adam and Eve being the first people - the start of all generations. Perhaps there will be a study on the book of Revela-
tion as | would like to have a better understanding of this chapter.

| feel that it is important for us as Christians to attend bible study, whether it’s a Sunday morning session or week-
day discipleship class (or both). It provides interaction with fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, helps us in understand-
ing the Word more fully, and enhances maturity. For anyone who is not actively engaged in a class at CPBC, | encourage
you to make time. The studies will give you a better understanding of God, His will for your life, and also how to apply
His word to everyday situations you are faced with and know how to handle it using the biblical knowledge you will

gain. |

The Clifton Parker 5


http://www.cpbc.net

$S®BIRTHDAYS! §

SEPTEMBER

2
3

4
5

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18

19
20

21
22

23
24

25
26

27
29

Patty Poston
Vernan Janckson
Simone Lewis
Treniece Walker
Claudia Bob-Grey
Dawna Phillips
Russell Walker
Thelma Jackson
Cyril Olufemi
Jolene Russell
Leslie Salmon
Mabel Johnson
Marline McCarthy
Nancy Chilkamari
Fred Neequare
Kesandra Oliver-Cross
Ereka Asaha
Marjorie Campbell
Louis Dixon
Wendy McLean
Renaldo Stannard
Kia Taylor

Dada Akitobi
Michael Williams
Modupe Bada
Particia Mason
Horace Swaby
Simon Tanto
Margaret Moore
Keith Kelly
Beverly Powell
Wayne Thorne
Princess Conteh
Selina Hunt
Justine Jusse
Robert Ntim
Lurline Facey
Trisha Faulkner
Heather Green-Ellong
Beverley Roberts
Bettyann Tyson
Dantae Hogan
Valerie Johnson
John Cole

Donna Sharp
Florence Halle Tangie
Betty Ward
Pamela Oliver-Cross
Pearly O’Neal
Avril Smith

Pat Dunnavant
Sinty Filliam
Timothy Henley
Daniel Pitter
Jochebed Rowe
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16

17

18
19

20

21

22
24
25
26
28
29

Sheila Jean

John Lloyd
Therese Francique
Briana Boykins
Cheryl Smith
Ernestine Kule-Thomas
Folasade Sofela
Carlene Coley
First Lady Cassandra Lewis
Yvette White

Sam Akitobi
Florence Walker
Blanche Harris
Kamaiya Johnson
Kendall Johnson
Camille Antoine
Conchita Watson
Erica Barnhardt
Linda Kgasi
Candida Freeman
Brenda Boykins
John Lloyd, Jr.
Eileen Edwards
Wreh Jalla
Amanda Jewell
Justina Olawuyi
Lovette Allen-Smith
Medret Jalloh
Louise Cole
Christine Addotey
Michael Grant
Kurhon Holley
Stanley Walker
Ziya Jones

Sandra Long

NOVEMBER

2 Artis Palmer

6 Dorothy Brown
Felicia Charlouis
Sybella Ellong

7  Zona Dozier
Grace Koroma
Mathilda Ntim
Cleveland Taylor

8  Rachell Hill
Paulette Jones
Mary Shaibu

10 Shade Mahabeer
Damion Tyson

11 Tracy Boulandi
Wesly Deroches

12 Michelle Hall
Samson Philogene
Monique Coleman Taylor

13 Steven Hill
Beverley Mitchell

16 Jacqueline Renner

17 Monique Gooding
Lester Harrell

19 Benjamin Shaibu

21 Maureen Barrett
Marcela Desroches

22 Lemaye Favitson Boulandi
Jennifer Forkkio

23 Jasmine Lloyd

24 Sherry Hopkins

25 Anthony Hogan
MaryAnn Johnson

26 Preston Salmon
Joseph Samuda

28 James Rogers

Yanacia Rose



What Did You Do This Summer?

by Lorenzo McGhie

Vacationing can
be a wonderfully
refreshing
experience. The
Lord has created
so many magnifi-
cent creations
on His planet
and we should
all take the time
to view them. In
the summer of 2011 our members
have definitely completed this task.

Artis and Juanita Palmer traveled
to Bethany Beach, DE. They were
joined by their daughter and son-in-
law, Poniesa and Ross Johnson, as
well as their granddaughters Kendall
and Kamaiya. While there they en-
joyed the amusement park, biking
excursions, shopping and site-
seeing.

Artis and Juanita Palmer,
grandaughters Kendall and Kamaiya,
also went to New York City. While in
the “big city” they went on tours of
the Statue of Liberty, Empire State
building, Toys ‘r’ Us and site-seeing
on Broadway.

Lillie Shepherd enjoyed a won-
derful get-a-way in Massanutten,
VA. Lillie traveled with her brother
and sister-in-law to a water park.
While at the park they enjoyed
white water rafting, and tubing. In

addition to this, they also went on a
walk through the mountain. One
highlight that Lillie mentioned is the
water drop, a life size tub that
dumps

gallons of water onto the children.

After returning home, Lillie then
went to see the play Joseph at the
Sight and Sound theater in Lancaster
County, PA with a group from our
very own Clifton Park Baptist
Church. “It was wonderful!” was her
description of the event.

Ify Sofela traveled to Virginia,
Canada and the Dominican
Republic this summer with her hus-
band and children. While traveling
the Sofela family attended amuse-
ment parks and parties.

It's great to see that our mem-
bers are relaxing and enjoying them-
selves during this 2011 summer,
God Bless and stay well.l

CONGRATULATIONS,
Barbara Hunter!!

Barbara
Hunter
showcased
her
creative
skills by
participat-
ing in three
art exhibits.
One exhibit
was in April
at the Sum-
ner Mu-
seum and
another
was at the Kennedy Recreation
Center, both located in
Washington, DC.

Barbara also entered nine
items in the 2011 Montgomery
County Fair on August 18, includ-
ing a hand dyed silk purse, a soft
sculptured doll and a jean coat
made from six different pairs of
jeans. As a result of all her hard
work and effort, she
received 3 first place blue rib-
bons, 2 second place red ribbons
and 1 fourth place.

Barbara teaches sewing and
wearable art to adults. &

Anniversaries

SEPTEMBER

9  Justine & Raphael Agbossou (24 yrs)

10 Rhoda & Moses Davies-Smith (13 yrs)
15 Ross & Poniesa Johnson (17 yrs)

18 Simon & Prudencia Wawa Tanto (41 yrs)
21 Marcela & Wesly Desroches (45 yrs)

25 Marcel & Charlotte Fatme Toto (14 yrs)
29 Adrienne & Eugene Thorpe (10 yrs)

OCTOBER

1 Ralph & Candida Freeman (11 yrs)
17 Linda & Simon Kgasi (13 yrs)

21 John & Sarmah Lloyd (16 years)

25 Sam & Dada Akitobi (36 yrs)

30 Joshua & Nancy Chilkamari (23 yrs)

13
14
15

NOVEMBER

Benjamin & Sofi King

Joseph & Sybella Ellong (15 yrs)
Evangline & Frederick Mancka (28 yrs)
Stephen & Ren’ae Love (1 yr)

Heather & Jean Green Ellong (2 yrs)
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(cont. from pg 2) had nowhere to call his own. He came
to serve, instead of being served. He also gave up being
worshipped and adored. Just as Jesus loved and sacri-
ficed for us, so we obeyed his commands and went on a
mission to the Gambia to encourage, help and Cream Social

strengthen our brethren. 11 Fall Connection Point

We stopped at Goree Island in Senegal where the Begins
slaves were held for transshipment to the West. There 11 New Members Luncheon
separate cave, or holding cells, for women, children, Annual All Church
men, and young girls (who fetched the best price). Retreat
There was also a smaller cell which was used to house 15 Breast Health
men as a punishment. Awareness Seminar

| realized that because our ancestors were uprooted 23 Fellowship Meal & Service
from their homes, sold into slavery, like Joseph, and All Church Thanksgiving
sent to live in a foreign land — an unwilling sacrifice — we Meal
now live a different life here in the West. But | know e
someone who willingly made the greatest sacrifice for
the whole world. His name is Jesus. He went like a lamb
to the slaughter and uttered not a word. He came so
that we can have a more abundant life.

People live on the island now. There are homes, a
church, businesses and a school. There is a look of con-
tentment or acceptance on their faces. It is quiet, se-
rene and tranquil. | did not see people walking around
with cell phones on their hips or on their ears. No blow-
ing of car horns, no hurrying to and fro. | wondered who
is better off: they, who are content with the little they

Upcoming Events
September 10

Senior’s Ministry Ice

November 17

Did You Know ) B

The Stewardship & Finance Committee
(SFC) creates a Monthly Message that
includes information to help us understand more fully

have, or us, with our plenty, and still wanting more?
We're always wanting bigger TVs, faster internet, the
latest cell phone, new clothes for the season; we up-

the whole aspect on “giving”. Their most recent mes-
sage “Why Should We Tithe” provided great insights
from Bobby Elkund and Terry Austin, authors of Part-

grade this and supersize that.

Min. Henley held a 3-day workshop for the women of
the Guiding Light Church. The theme was “Living” the
Lords Prayer. | was honored and privileged to work with
a small group of these ladies, although | felt so inade-
quate. But God is so good. He empowered and enabled
me. To Him be all the glory. They were amazing, won-
derful and beautiful. Their faces hid the trials and perse-
cution they endured for the gospel of Jesus Christ, for
being Christians in a predominantly Muslim country.

Let us be fervent in our prayers forth Guiding Light

Ministries and the persecuted Church. To God be the
glory, great things He continues to do.l

ners with God, in which they discuss Bible truths
about giving and money such as “What is a tithe?”,
“Why should Christians tithe?”, and more.

The SFC Message also includes our monthly budget
summary, and lists other available opportunities in
which we can give free will offerings towards special
church needs like the installation of carpeting for the
balcony. To check out the recent SFC Monthly Mes-
sage go to Member Central on our website at

www.cpbc.net.

Have an idea for the Clifton Parker? Want your ministry, event, achievement or topic to be
highlighted in the next issue? The Clifton Parker newsletter is published quarterly through the
Communications Ministry. If you would like to submit content for the next issue, contact Robin
Bellamy at (240) 533-6270 or send an email to media@cpbc.net . You may also submit your
article content using the online form “Newsletter Articles” located on the church website at
www.cpbc.net on the Member Central page.

Publication Dates

December 2011

March 2012

June 2012

September 2012
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