Imagination 4 Day cruise review


My first cruise was back in 1981 as part of a singles group on the Starward. I was immediately hooked. If I knew how- I would have dropped everything for a life on the seas. I met my wife soon after and our first cruise together was on the Volendam with our five month old. Odd choice? Perfect sense- it was out of NY- so we didn’t have to worry about possibly flying with a sick child or having to cancel- and we had a ship full of grandparents. She was the hit of the ship. The next two were Disney Cruises- Oceanic & Majestic- something  for all of us. Nine years later we finally had the time and  money for another. Took a chance on ’The Fun Ships’. 

The fact that the cabins were larger, an arcade and internet for our 14 year old son, and a good price, made the choice easy. Three months later  we HAD to do it again.  Unfortunately, because of upcoming exams, we could only take a four day cruise ( 2 weeks are just long enough for me). It was Memorial day weekend so only 2 days were missed from school. HOW-ever, I didn’t realize that the ship would be half  full of 20-30 yr old partiers. This, too, was not a problem ( I can still remember those days ). They were fun to watch. The day after Cozumel, few were seen on deck ‘til after noon. In most ways, the Fantasy & Destiny class ships are similar- Grand Atrium, the Promenade being the easiest way to get from one end of the ship to the other- and possibly the costliest -with the casino and picture taking at every corner. 

On the Imagination there was also the internet, cigar and sushi bars on the promenade. I missed the sandwich shop that the Victory had, the additional lounges, with more music, but overall found  the crew and staff very good. On the Victory we were put at a table for 3, so I requested a larger one on the Imagination and got a table for  5 ( after the first night the mother and daughter at our table never came back- they liked the informal dining in the Horizon ). Our last time (Jan. 03) we sat with a great family from Toronto and enjoyed exchanging stories of our daily activities. Another plus was their 15 yr old daughter which got our son to come to meals with us. 

The second cruise on the Imagination had a different  feel to it also- not being a holiday weekend cut down on the amount of  singles- but also the families with teenagers.  Although Camp Carnival has  activities for different age groups, along with the teen disco from 9:45- 10:45 each night- if there aren’t many kids your age on board- not much will happen. The 7 day on the Victory on Valentines week had many more teens- I once counted 6 young ladies in the hot tub on the Lido deck with my son. It also had a midnight movie each night in the teen center  that was missing on the Imagination. 

Our son still gives Carnival 2 thumbs up and will go on another in a minute. This last cruise was booked at the last minute- 2 weeks before- and we got such a great deal that we were able to bring our 19 yr. old daughter and her girlfriend ( only because she could drink in Cozumel - her reason - and this possibly being the last time we’ll get to vacation together- my reason). We booked our flight out of JFK  so we had a direct flight, but I never thought about traveling with five people until a couple of days before- so all the money saved on the discounted air and cruise was spent on a limo. Again, no problem! I was curious to hear my daughter’s critique of the food- she eats no red meat and works in a french restaurant. She also was  pleased overall - enjoyed the fish  and soups.  I am an omelet and bacon/sausage  and burgers etc kind of guy- so we skipped the meals in the dining rooms for breakfast and lunch, even though there were lines at the beginning of each meal- it was better then changing in and out of my bathing suit. 

The second time around we decided to skip the shows and enjoy a more relaxed cruise, but  recommend  catching whatever you can. They were the same shows  on both trips ( I keep all the Capers). The lasers, dancers and orchestra were all good- a far cry from the Catskill-feel of the Starward 22 yrs ago. Our first time in Key West , we strolled around  town window shopping, this last time we went to the beach at Fort Z Taylor to swim and snorkel (it‘s supposed to be the better beach). 

The water was cold- maybe 62, the air was warm and the sun felt great! We found out the hard way how to get to the fort - took the tram to town only to find that you get dropped off on the way  to town, so we waited for a half an hour for the first one back- then found out it is a ten minute walk to the beach- should have taken a cab from town ($8). In Cozumel I was outvoted twice on the Tulum tour. 

First time our son  wanted to go to Playa Sol with his friends, no problem. The second time our daughter wanted to go to Playa Sol (18 is legal) and my wife wanted to keep an eye on them- we all took part in the beach games- and the girls never came out of  their cabin until the next morning-too much sun, fun and tequila. I work in jeans and tee shirts all year long, so I enjoy dressing up each evening. My kids laughed at me- say I overdress, jacket and tie each night- and a black suit on the formal night in Key West. 

The week long cruises seem to have a larger proportion of tuxedos and gowns, and still a fair amount of jeans etc. showing up ( they won’t throw you out ). There were also a few who skipped the dinner and ate in the Horizon. I enjoyed the cocktail hour more in the more intimate Adriatic lounge aboard the Victory then the one in the Dynasty lounge aboard the Imagination- but not a big problem.

We had interior cabins each time aboard, all look similar, with plenty of room for three -four might get a bit tight. I liked the way the upper bunks came down out the ceiling on the Victory, instead of folding down on the Imagination- felt roomier. There aren’t enough hangers aboard any ship- so bring some of the cheap plastic ones along. 

Our first cabin was just above the casino and the machines kept me awake, second time we were on the Empress and I could feel the vibration of the engines. This last time we were on the Main deck ( anyone who paid more must have gotten the upgrade ) but it was the quietest cabin yet- never felt any roll or vibration- I couldn’t tell if we were moving or docked. 

There is a nice basket in the bath with a couple of razors, but no shaving cream, samples of shampoo, conditioner and body wash, not enough for more than one person once, a tube of Crest, soap, an Olay facial cloth, a Dove body wipe, Tums and Simply Sleep. A nice little basket, but don’t expect any refills except for the soap.


Overall, I don’t think you can miss on any of Carnival’s ships, and would like to try them all out. My only complaint is Carnival has yet to book a decent ‘ calypso ‘ band on any of the ships we were on, and I wish there was more to choose from for 3 and 4 day cruises for us traveling with school age kids.
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