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Monahan & McCarty Admitted to Bar of U.S. Supreme Court
Joseph T. Monahan, co-founder of the law firm Monahan & Cohen located in Chicago, and Amy E. McCarty, a partner of Monahan & Cohen, were admitted to the Bar of the Supreme Court of the United States in a ceremony held at the Supreme Court courtroom in Washington, D.C., on Monday, June 6. 

Monahan and McCarty were part of a group of 45 Illinois lawyers organized by the Illinois State Bar Association (ISBA). The Honorable John G. Roberts, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court issued the oath to the lawyers while all of the justices were seated during the court’s regular session. 

Admittees must complete an application with an endorsement of two sponsors and present a “certificate of good standing” from their local jurisdiction to confirm they have been a member of the local bar for at least three years. The admission allows lawyers to present cases to the United States Supreme Court.
A reception was held for the lawyers, their family and friends at the historic Willard Hotel. 

Mr. Monahan is a member of the Chicago, Illinois and American Bar Associations, National Association of Elder Law Attorneys, National Association of Social Workers and the National Association of Counsel for Children. Mr. Monahan has represented hundreds of clients in adult guardianship proceedings in the Probate Court in Cook, Lake, Will and DuPage counties. Litigation in these matters includes recovery of millions of dollars stolen from persons with disabilities, and representing people who have been victims of fraud, deceit and exploitation. Mr. Monahan represents hospitals, social service agencies and individual clients, providing legal services on guardianship, mental health, risk management, confidentiality, disability and related issues. Mr. Monahan is regularly appointed to represent persons with disabilities in complex or extraordinary mental health cases and has been an active participant in various legislative efforts concerning changes in the Mental Health Code and the Probate Act, among others. Earlier this year, Mr. Monahan argued successfully in the Illinois Supreme Court concerning the confidentiality of communications with and records of a professional witness appointed by the court to advise on custody matters pursuant to section 604(b) of the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act. The Illinois Supreme Court affirmed the Illinois Appellate Court which previously decided in favor of the Monahan and Cohen clients.
Ms. McCarty is a member of the Illinois State Bar Association. Ms. McCarty concentrates her practice on probate litigation, contested guardianship litigation, juvenile court litigation, elder law, child welfare, mental health and confidentiality. Ms. McCarty represents individuals, families, fiduciaries such as guardians, trustees, executors and agents under Powers of Attorney, financial institutions, medial institutions and child welfare institutions. 

The firm is available to assist persons in need of representation.
