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N o r t h m i n s t e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  
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400 Rancheria Rd. 
Diamond Bar, CA  91765 
909-861-4715 
Fax: 909-396-6165 
 
Summer Worship Schedule 
Sunday Worship 10:00 
Sunday School 10:00 
 
Office Hours 
M-Th  9:00 - 4:00  
Fri. 9:00 - 3:30 
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But be doers of the word, and not 
merely hearers who deceive them-
selves. 23For if any are hearers of the 
word and not doers, they are like those 
who look at themselves* in a mirror; 
24for they look at themselves and, on 

going away, immediately forget what they were 
like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, 
the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hear-
ers who forget but doers who act—they will be 
blessed in their doing. (James 1:22-25 NRSV) 
 

Very soon the long and drawn out construc-
tion and remodeling will be completed and we 
can settle back into “normal” life and continue 
our faithful ministry in the name of Jesus 
Christ. But what does “normal” look like? Has 
NPC ever been “normal?” Does “normal” look 
the same in 2010 as it did in 1970? 
 

One thing that all church statistical studies 
and observers point out is that “church” is not 
the same anymore; that what makes for 
church in the 21st century is different than in 
the past. Most of us have experienced the 
differences. We see it all around us, not just 
within the church, but in every facet of life. 
And the differences keep making themselves 
more apparent and come at a faster rate than 
ever before. 
 

Here at NPC we’ve participated in a Vision 
Retreat day and a follow-up discussion. There 
is a long summary that incorporates all of the 
information that has been gathered that will 
appear later this fall. Basically we’ve painted a 
picture of NPC: who we are, what we look like 
and what is important to us. Three major    
components stand out above the rest and  
give shape to our entire identity.  
They are:  
· Children, Youth and Families;  

· Worship and Music;  

· Service to community and one another.  
These are the three large umbrellas which 
cover most everything we are and do. These 
components have been important in the life of 
NPC from the very beginning in 1963. The 
challenge for us today is not to form a new 

identity. Our history is still our  current reality. 
The difference today and the challenge today 
is to live up to our God intended and inspired 
identity. 
 
Throughout this building project we have said 
that bricks and mortar are not the most            
important things to us; that the buildings are 
facilities to help us do a better job with the 
mission and ministry given us by Christ. So, 
now that the building is over, how will we  
return to our main focus and fulfill the vision 
God is casting before us? 
 

The verses from James emphasize that we 
get beyond talk and back up our words with 
actions. In other words, are we acting in a 
manner that backs up who we say we are? 
When we say children, youth and families are 
important, how do we demonstrate it? If         
worship and music is key to our corporate 
life, how are we encouraging everyone when 
we gather on a Sunday morning? If service to 
the community and our care for one another 
shows our love for others, how are we         
reaching out and physically touching the 
needs around us? When we look in the       
mirror let’s be sure that what we see               
supports what we say. 
 

As we enter this fall program year it’s a great 
time to restart placing our focus on those 
areas that God has given us to be at the 
heart of our ministry. When people come to 
NPC will they be able to know what’s            
important to our church by seeing what we 
do? It doesn’t take much time at all for  
someone to figure out if we are all talk and 
no show. St. Francis of Assisi once said: 
“Preach the gospel at all times…and when 
necessary use words.” May our building and 
landscaping not only be a sign of our desire 
to be an attractive community but also an 
active community that demonstrates who 
God has called us to be.  
 

Joy and Peace - 
����

��� ���  
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Sunday, September 5—Communion  
1� 10:00 Worship  

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“Fall into Faith” Series Begins 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

1�  10:00 Sunday School  

 

New Fall Schedule Begins  
Sunday, September 12—Rally Sunday  
1� 8:30 Worship  

1� 9:30 Brunch  

1� 10:30 Worship  
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

1�  10:30 Sunday School  

1�6:00 Youth Fall Kick Off  
 

Sunday, September 19  
1� 8:30 Worship  

1� 9:30 Education Hour  

1� 10:30 Worship  
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1�  10:30 Sunday School  

1�6:00 Youth Group  
 

 

Sunday, September 26  
1� 10:00 Worship  

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“Counting the Cost” 
Luke 14:25-3 

1�  10:30 Worhsip/Sunday School  

1�9:30 Education Hour  

1�6:00 Youth Group  
 
Sunday, October 3—World Communion  
1� 8:30 Worship  

1� 9:30 Education Hour  

1�  10:30 Worship/Sunday School  

1�  6:00 Youth Group  
 
(childcare provided during worship)����

Worship Schedule 

The San Gabriel Presbytery will hold its                   
September meeting at NPC on Tuesday,              
Sept. 14. It is exciting to know that pastors, elders, 
and presbyters from more than 45 churches will be 
on our campus for worship, fellowship, food, and to 
conduct business. Let’s all pitch in to make them 
feel welcome. We are looking for volunteers, and 
most volunteers will only need to work for two hours. 
Areas of responsibility include: 
Set up    Parking lot 
Registration   New Member Reception 
Dinner    Break outs 
Clean up   Child Care 
Message runners and paper distribution 
See Toni Simmons in the Fellowship Hall after 
church for more information and to sign up.  Thanks 
for your consideration. 
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Congregational Care 

Choir Rehearsals are Off and Running!  
 

Our regular choir season has started, but it is never too late for YOU to join. We are blessed to have a 
“full” choir, but there is ALWAYS room for many more!  If you are unsure of your music-reading skills, 
free music-reading lessons are available on a regular basis.  However, please know that those choir 
members with music-reading ability are always ready to help you.  Rehearsals start every Thursday at 
7:30 p.m. and end at 9:00 p.m.  We do not rehearse Thanksgiving week. 
 

If you cannot make an every week commitment, you might want to try our “6-Week Special.”  Come and 
join us for six weeks of rehearsals, starting at 7 p.m. on Thursday, November 4.  The first two weeks you 
will rehearse only one hour with the choir. Plan to sing with us at the Christmas Concert (tentatively             
December 12) and the second service (11 p.m.) on Christmas Eve (the 7:00 is the Family Service;             
choir does not sing). 
 

Questions?  Contact me at lindanason@npcdb.com. 

What’s Next? 
 
In these hot August days, it’s hard for me to get ready for anything.  Just existing is about all I’m capable of, 
and yet a new season approaches and I want to be ready – I want us to be ready, as a church, for what lies 
ahead.  It seems as if our focus for so long has been on the physical changes here at NPC on first, the 
buildings, and now the landscape, that looking forward to an new “What Next” seems too much of a shift. 
“Count the Cost”, last week’s scripture advised us, and as we look ahead as a community, counting the    
cost is where we might begin. Let’s recall some lessons we’ve learned when we since we began our most 
recent project, Share the Vision , our building project to grow and reshape the campus here at NPC. We 
worked hard at forming our plans, but who would have known, five years ago that we’d have needed to 
factor in a world-wide recession as part of the cost of our building campaign 
understand that we might find such things as an old sprinkler systems, once uncovered, so strangely         
put-together that a major revamping would be necessary.  
Realize that people who committed to be part of a building committee, full of excitement and ideas, would 
still be hard-at-work five years later. 
And the list of all these costs could go on and on.   
Counting the cost is an ongoing process.  The benefits of being willing to realize that no matter  

how complete the initial list of costs, 
no matter how thorough the plan, 

the most important factor in any project is having folks involved who are willing to stay the course, be loving 
and forgiving through all the changes, and be open to the leadings of God through the Holy Spirit to stay the 
course to the end. 
What’s next? God calls us forward in service to reach out from what has been physically constructed into 
the new church year with the same dedication we have given that brings Share the Vision to a close.   
As we continue to plan this fall, looking to what the future holds for the many ministries that go on here at 
NPC, may we both count the costs and absorb the many lessons learned through Share the Vision , most 
especially remembering that the most important factor in any project is having folks involved who are willing 
to remain loving and forgiving through all the changes, being open to the leadings of God through  the Holy 
Spirit to stay the course, always knowing that God is faithful to bring God’s good works to completion.  
 
Shalom, Pat Williams, Pastor of Congregational Care  
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September Birthdays  
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9/1  Josefina Alura 
9/3  Cindy Snow 
9/4  Sharron Robertson 
9/6  Scott Koehler 
  JiHo Kwak 
9/7  Chuck Buchanan 
  Christian Eagon 
9/8  Kimberley Horcher 
9/9  Will Stafford 
9/10  Amy Moore 
9/11  Pauline Horcher 
  Nancy Kozaria-Clark 
9/12  Marjorie Toldi 
9/13  Sheldon Bresin 
  Patricia Savage 
9/14  Ted Tedford 
  Jan DeLyser 
  Marci Egbert 
9/17  Toni Hewett 
9/18  Andrew Palmer 
  Ward Palmer 
  Katie Aalund 
9/19  Marzena Wal 
9/20  Ann Ownbey 
9/23  Bob Cassell 
9/25  Patty Hedrick 
9/26  Hailey Konovalov 
9/28  Samantha Kim 
9/29  Bradley Cruce 
9/30  Mikey Aguila 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September  Anniversaries  
�
9/1/84 Terry & Barb Aalund 
9/11/76 Larry Smith & Nancy Lyons 
9/14/68 Steve & Patricia Savage 
9/25/04 Terry & Maritza Fulgham 

 

“Let’s Eat Out” in September  will be Tuesday, August 21st at 
Applebees in Walnut. Watch for a flyer the Sunday before in your 
bulletin. 

ATTENTION: Women of Northminster , Our Sarah Circle will 
begin on Sept. 8th at 9:45. This year we will be studying the very  
exciting and interesting book of Revelation. The theme of the study 
is “Hope for Today”, and you will find it uplifting and worshipful.           
Before we begin, I would like for everyone to read the entire book of 
Revelation out loud, (it will take about an hour and a half – two 
hours). Also read the introduction and Lesson #1 in your study 
guide. The office will have study guides available and the cost is 
$8.00. I am looking forward to seeing all of you in the fall, and am 
very excited about our study. It is terrific! Any questions call me 
(Jeanne Hatfield 860-5410). 

Socks Hop and Bootees Bop !  
During September the Deacons will again be                  
collecting bootees and socks for little children and  
babies. You did a great job in June filling the baby 
bathtub. However, socks and bootees are still in      

demand for the little ones' "forgotten feet". All donations may be 
placed in the cart with the baby tub. The socks and bootees will be 
greatly appreciated.   
  

There will be no food drive in October because we will begin our 
Thanksgiving Basket Project in mid-October. Thank you everyone 
for your continuing support of those in need. 

A Special Thank You!   With my family, I thank you for the sup-
port and care your extended to us with the passing of my brother, 
Bill.  Your notes, calls, emails and cards made a truly challenging 
and sad time also a time in which we felt the love of our Northmin-
ster community.  Thank you for your prayers and demonstration of 
love and compassion.  We have been buoyed and encouraged to be 
with our feelings of grief.  Together with our family and Bill's friends 
we look forward to a time of gathering in early October to celebrate 
his life where we grew up in Palo Alto.   
With heartfelt thanks, Patti and Bruce Finn 

Would you like to own a piece of “The Rock”?  Session has            
approved that a special fund be established for the purpose of             
raising funds for a water feature in the new landscape patio design. 
This water feature was an inspiration to be added to the Share the 
Vision project. There are over 200 scriptural references to “rock” and 
the references to water are too numerous to count. The Landscape  
Sub-committee has moved forward and purchased a beautiful rock 
fountain that has recently been installed. The purchase was made 
with monies donated specifically for this project that make up about 
1/2 of the $4,000 needed for the full cost.  
If you would like to make a special gift to add your touch to this          
water feature, please memo your check to “Water Feature Fund.” 
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Adult Opportunities 

Adult Education Fall Classes  
 

The Adult Education committee welcomes all as we begin this new autumn and season for studying and 
growing in the Word of our Lord.  Here is hoping that all have had a great summer in this year 2010 CE. 
 

Rally Sunday, September 12 th will launch our new year.   The Adult Education Ministry Team will have an 
information table available and will be looking for participants, volunteers and bible study class facilitators 
for the coming school year. Please take a few moments to visit and learn of the many NPC programs which   
support the mission and the life of the church. 
 

The Adult Bible Study Sunday School Class  will commence September 19, 9:30am-10:20am and there-
after each Sunday morning. This autumn’s program will continue the series entitled “Troublesome Bible                  
Passages”, authored by Wingeier and Watson. Some troublesome passages deal with issues of social and 
economic justice.  The parable of the laborers in the vineyard, for example, in which the laborers who came     
to work late in the day were paid the same wages as the ones who worked all day.  How is this justifiable?  
What is the transforming message here? 

Why do innocent and God-fearing people suffer?   Will we always have the Poor with Us?  What are 
the theological implications and address some of the contradictions with passages? 

Perhaps some of these questions will be answered and class discussions are always educational 
and inspiring.  Study handouts will be provided for this series.  
 

Once again we will also offer the highly popular Crossways Bible Study  program. The Crossways study             
program begins Tuesday, September 28th, 7:30pm-9:00pm.  The influential and highly discussed Cross-
ways study program unveils the connective Bible story from Genesis to Revelation. The course facilitators 
will be Pastor Bob and Lisa Stebe. Crossways helps beginning students to grasp the complete story within 
the   Scriptures, and challenges more seasoned students with deeper discoveries of understanding God’s 
journey with us.   
 

Plan for Sunday mornings at 9:30 and/or Tuesdays evenings at 7:30pm. For these opportunities to grow in 
faith and knowledge of God’s work among us.  See you there!!! 

Northminster Presbyterian Church Renews “Only Me” Men toring 
Partnership with Golden Springs Elementary School 
It’s back to school time for lots of us: students AND “Only Me” mentors. On Rally Day, Sunday, September 
12th, mentors and prayer partners can formally enroll in this important outreach program which is only a few 
steps from Northminster. Returning mentors can check in and confirm their placement preferences. This 
program was a big success last year. Students, mentors, and prayer partners experienced just how much of 
a difference time and prayer can make in the lives of children. A mentor is many things: a nonjudgmental 
listener, a dependable 
presence, and, most importantly, a "life coach" who cares. Golden Springs Elementary hopes that even 
more of us will participate this school year. After school begins next month, Golden Springs’ teachers and 
administration will assess which students are the best “fit” for our mentors. 
If you are interested in joining the “Only Me” program, either as a mentor or a prayer partner, stop by the 
"Only Me" table on Rally Day. You don’t need experience in a classroom; you don’t need a degree in Child 
Development; you only need a heart that is open. On Rally Day, we will fill you in on all the details (state-
mandated paperwork, etc.), but here are the basics of Northminster’s “Only Me” program: 
ONE CHILD…An at risk elementary school child who needs a consistent relationship with a caring adult. 
ONE CHURCH…Northminster Presbyterian Church 
ONE HOUR…60 critical minutes each week that transform the lives of three people: a child, a mentor,  and 
a behind-the-scenes prayer partner. 
ONE SCHOOL…Golden Springs Elementary School 
This outreach is a joint effort provided by the Children/Family Ministry and Mission Ministry teams of NPC. 
For additional information, please contact Nancy or Bob Sassaman, Ruth Bender, Sarah Jane Ichimura or 
Danna Larson 
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CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES 

Rally Day Sunday September 12 th  
Mark your calendars now for Sunday, Sept. 12th, 
when week kick off our Fall Programs for NPC. 
Come and “Get Connected ” to the various ac-
tivities offered by our numerous ministry teams. 
Here's what to expect- 

· Worship returns to two services!! 
· Sunday School returns to two times, 

9:30 and during worship. 
· Brunch will be served between services 

9:15 to 10:15  provided by the ministry 
teams 

· Ministry Teams will display upcoming 
programs and activities for the fall. 

· Children's ministry will have tours of 
classrooms and take sign-ups for              
classroom activities. 

· Youth Group will kick off new activities. 
· Adult Education will outline new pro-

grams 
Truly a time to Get Connected  to the ministry of 
Northminster Presbyterian!! 
 
Children’s Ministry  
Join us this fall for any or all of the following            
activities: 
9:30 Sunday School:    
All K-5 graders are invited to our own education 
hour at 9:30 while your parents and brothers or 
sisters are in class.   We will learn about the fol-
lowing messengers of God: Joseph, Moses and 
Aaron, Deborah, Elijah, Amos, Isaiah, Micah, 
Jeremiah, and Zechariah, the father of John the 
Baptist.   
 
10:30 Worship and Education : 
 All children are welcome to come to worship 
with their parents each Sunday.  Following the 
“Children’s Time” children are dismissed for 
Sunday School.    This year we will offer: 
 Pre-school Class:    Our pre-schoolers will 
be nurtured in their faith development through 
age-appropriate Bible stories and activities each 
week.  In addition, they will have time to play in 
the childcare center with the toddlers. 
  
 
 

 The Shepherd’s Fold  is the name for the K-5th 
grade workshop rotation model Sunday School.  
Children will experience multi-dimensional learning 
workshops in drama, storytelling, art, cooking, 
games, mission and videos.  The Bible story is pre-
sented in a fresh way each week and then explored 
in the hands-on learning workshop.   Workshops are 
(1)Seaside Studio – art, (2) Loaves and Fishes Café 
– cooking, (3) Good News Theatre – video, (4) Par-
able Productions – drama and storytelling and (5) 
Movement and Games.   
 
Kid’s Night Out  
A monthly Friday night opportunity for children to 
gather at Northminster for supper, games and crafts 
and a movie.  A small fee is charged to offset the 
cost of the meal. Watch the bulletin and web-site for 
the fall dates. 
 
Kid’s Club  
Join others for recreation, mission projects and          
ellowship during the year. Watch the newsletter and 
web-site for dates. 
 
Walk for Hunger  
Northminster will have an intergenerational group 
participating in this year’s walk. The date is Sunday, 
Oct. 11. More information will be available in            
September. 
 
Fall Festival Party  
This year’s “Fall Festival” is set for Sunday, Oct. 31 
from 12:00-2:00 pm.   The festival includes lots of 
fun activities for families of all ages!  It is a great  
opportunity to bring friends to NPC.   
 
Thank You Luncheon for Christian  
Education Volunteers  
All volunteers who are part of the children or youth 
ministries are invited to a lunch following worship on 
Sunday, Sept. 17 in fellowship hall.  This luncheon 
is an opportunity to “thank you” in advance for your 
work with our children and youth during 2010-2011 
and is open to anyone who helps in childcare, Sun-
day School, youth group, mentoring, vacation bible 
school or in any other way that supports our children 
and youth ministries.  Please RSVP in the church 
office by Monday, Sept. 13.    
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Keep our students in your prayers as they begin this new phase in 
their lives. 
Nick Anziano—Cal Poly Pomona 
Matthew Chan—University of Montana 
Jake Ecker—Cal State Northridge (9400 Crebs Ave.,  
    Northridge, CA 91324) 
Taylor Harp—Cal State Fullerton 
Jason Mimoso—Mt. Sac 
Andrew Palmer—Cal State Fullerton 
Steven Roso—Mt. Sac 
Celeste Stebe—Citrus College 
Elizabeth Stebe—Transfer to UCLA 

Youth Group Kickoff Dinner - September 12, 6-8pm  
Youth and their parents/guardians are encouraged to attend the Youth Group Kickoff Dinner from              
6-8pm on September 12. The night will include dinner (Taco Bar), dessert (Coke and Root Beer floats), 
games, and a presentation of Youth Group happenings this fall. Plan on being there, it’ll be loads of fun. 
Also, feel free to bring a friend; invite them to join us. 
 
Youth Group Meetings  
Youth Group will meet every Sunday night from 6-8pm (with a few exceptions).  We’ll start together as a 
combined group for a game and worship music, then break up into Jr High and High School groups for 
our lesson.  We’ll also have dinner together the first Sunday of every month, starting at 5:30.  Make 
plans on attending Youth Group and bring a friend. 
 
Youth Sunday School  
Beginning September 19th, our combined Jr High/High School Sunday School will meet during the           
Education Hour at NPC (9:30-10:15am).  This Fall, we’ll explore a number of topics including: the Old 
Testament, Reformed Theology, and Deep and Wide.  No questions are off limits in these lessons.        
Bring your friends. 
 

 
Youth Table Tennis Tournament  
NPC will be hosting a youth table tennis tournament on October 16th, but we 
need some help to pull it off.  Want to help?  We need people to help transport 
ping pong tables before and after the tournament, collect registration forms, 
welcome visitors, etc.  If you would like to help, contact Paul Knopf or Debbie 
Palmer. 
 
 

Youth Group Volunteers  
We’re looking for more people to help with our Youth Ministry.  If you’re looking for a new way to get 
connected at NPC, have a heart for youth ministry, or even just want to see what’s going on, we’ve got 
a spot for you.  Specifically, we’re looking for people who: 
-want to give input regarding the direction of our youth program, as part of the Youth Committee 
-can teach a Jr High/High School Sunday School class for 3 consecutive weeks 
-want to lead life changing discussions at youth group meetings (3-5 hr/week commitment) 
If this sounds like you, or you want to give it a try, please talk to Paul Knopf (paulknopf@npcdb.com; 
909/455-3466).  Training and lessons will be provided. 

YOUTH MINISTRIES 
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Financial Page 

 CONGREGATIONAL MISSION GIVING (BEYOND BUDGET) 2010  

RECEIPTS AND EXPENSES (Thru 7/31/10) 
�

ACTUAL BUDGETED 

RECEIPTS  � �

 Pledges 188,412.50 215,833.31 

 Non-Pledged (Loose) 13,237.28 14,583.31 

 Youth Offering 100.56 58.31 

 Other Income (Rent) 15,304.24 13,416.69 

 Interest Income 682.02 2,916.69 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 217,736.60 246,808.31 

EXPENSES (239,715.38)   (254,039.50) 

 TOTAL      (21,978.78) (7,231.19) 
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SHARE THE VISION CAMPAIGN 

SHARE THE VISION Receipts thru 2009 
SHARE THE VISION Receipts 2010 

$  858,199.88 
     $    46,760.50 
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September 5 
10:00 a.m.—Worship/Communion 

 
September 6 

Labor Day/Office Closed 
 

September 7 
8:00 a.m.—Romeo Breakfast 

at Farmer Boys 
(Retired Old Men Eating Out) 

 

September 8 
9:45 a.m.—Sarah’s Circle Bible Study 

7:30 p.m.—Administration Meeting 
 

September 9 
7:30 p.m.—Choir Rehearsal 

 
September 11 

8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.  
Choir Retreat 

 
September 12 

8:30 a.m.—Worship  
9:15 a.m.—Brunch 

10:30 a.m.—Worship/Sunday School  
6:00 p.m.—Youth Fall Kick-Off 

 

 

September Events  

September 14 
Presbytery Meeting here at NPC 

 

September 17  
6:00 p.m.—Kid’s Night Out 

 
September 19  

8:30 a.m.—Worship 
9:30 a.m.—Education Hour 

10:30 a.m.—Worship/Sunday School 
12:00 p.m.—CE Volunteer Luncheon 

6:00 p.m.—Youth Group 
 

September 21  
11:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. 

“Let’s Eat Out” at Applebees in Walnut 
 
 

September 22 
7:30 p.m.– Joint Deacon and Session 

Meeting 
 

September 25-26 
Family Camp at Big Bear 

 
September 26 

8:30 a.m.—Worship 
9:30 a.m.—Education Hour 

10:30 a.m.—Worship/Sunday School 
6:00 p.m.—Youth Group 

Fall Schedule Begins—Sunday, September 12 
8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.—Worship Services 


