400 Rancheria Rd.
Diamond Bar, CA 91765
909-861-4715

Fax: 909-396-6165

Worship Schedule

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30
Education Hour 9:30

Sunday School 10:30

Office Hours
M-Th 9:00 - 4:00
Fri. 9:00 - 3:30

We have a
wehsite
www.npcdh.com

NPC is located off Golden Springs
Drive on Rancheria Road just east of
Diamond Bar Boulevard.

The Northminster Press, NPC'’s
newsletter, is published monthly.
Please submit all newsletter articles by
the 20th of the month.

Staff:
Rev. Robert “Bob” Stebe
Pastor
Rev. Pat Williams
Pastor of Congregational Care
Danna Larson
Director of Family Ministries
Paul Knopf
Youth Director
Linda Nason
Director of Music Ministries
Dorothea Okada
Organist
Nancy Riley
Secretary
Connie Modglin
Treasurer
Sarah Riley
Lead Custodian
Daniel Riley
Assistant Custodian
Celeste Stebe
Assistant Custodian
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FROM THE

Y

Just last week | was still
discovering the last of the
r Christmas decorations to put
ll away, and now we step onto the
path of a Lenten journey. The
season of Lent is the 40 days
(not counting Sundays) beginning with Ash
Wednesday (Feb. 17) and ending with
Easter (April 4). It was originally a period
of fasting and penance for new converts
preparing for baptism on Easter eve. When
Christianity became the state religion of
Rome in the 4t century, the church was
endangered by throngs of new members.
As a counter measure to ensure a serious
commitment, the Lenten fast and practices
of self-renunciation became requirements
of all Christians. It became a time of
recommitment against the threat of being
assimilated into the popular culture.

The temptation and threat of being
absorbed into popular culture is a
continuing challenge for us today. We
constantly live under the pressure of being
“squeezed in the world’s mold,” as is
expressed in Romans 12:2. We also live
busy, multi-tasked lives that are bombarded
by many distractions. All this makes a
serious Lenten observance critical to our
spiritual growth and that much more
difficult. The discipline of a Lenten focus
can help us gain a new perspective about
the tension between faithfulness to God
and loyalty to Caesar; between being “in
the world and of the world.”

The six-week period before Easter is a time
to look honestly at our lives and assess how
to personally implement the spiritual values
of peace, community and equality of all

before God. Historically, it has been a time
for fasting and abstinence because it came
at a time when the winter food supplies
were running low. Our youth will begin the
season with a fast - the 30-Hour Famine.
We all support their efforts by sponsoring
them with funds that go to fight hunger
through World Vision. But how will we meet
the challenge they present by having our
own personal fasts?

The fasting during Lent has been a
tradition - a way of indicating the need to
make a sacrifice to the Lord. This is where
the practice of sacrifice, giving something
up for Lent, began. In a world with plenty of
resources, and no need to save the winter
food supply, it became popular to put aside
a personal pleasure for the season.

However, if Lent was originally a time for
recommitment to avoid being assimilated
into popular culture, what does that say
about the sacrifices we need to make? As |
sit at the computer writing this piece, | am
struck by the both sides of the technology
dilemma for us as Christians. There are so
many ways that our lives are slaves to
technology and distracted from God’s
purpose; ways in which all of our gadgets
keep us from hearing God. And yet,
technology has given us so many
opportunities to advance the faith and
stay in touch with one another for very God-
centered tasks. Could the mis-use of
technology be worth considering as a
“fast” for the Lenten season? What impact
would it make if you gave up your I-Pod for
Lent and sent time listening for God? To
give up “surfing the web” to read the words
(Continued on page 5)




Sunday, February 7

4 10:30 Worship/Communion
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
AiNew Life in

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

9:30 Education Hour

10:30 Sunday School

4 Youth Super BowlParty( Ec ker 0s

Empty

L 4

L 4

Sunday, February 14

4 8:30 & 10:30 Worship
Transfirguration of the Lord
Guest Preacher: Rev. Frank Barasel
Luke 9:28-43

4 9:30 Education Hour
4 10:30 Sunday School

Wednesday, February 17
Ash Wednesday
4 6:30 Simple Supper

4 7:30 Worship with Imposition of Ashes
Initial offering for One Great Hour of
Sharing

Sunday, February 21

4 8:30 & 10:30 Worship
First Sunday of Lent

Lent Seri es: il

il Am: t he Name of
Exodus 3:7-8a, 10-15

John 8:21-30

4 9:30 Education Hour

4 10:30 Sunday School

4 11:30 Congregational Meeting
4 5:00 Jr. High Youth Group

4 6:00 Sr. High Youth Group

Pl aceso

Ho me)‘

Am Saying

Godo

Sunday, February 28

4 8:30 & 10:30 Worship

Second Sunday of Lent
Lent Series:
Al am the Lig
John 8:12-30

4 9:30 Education Hour

10:30 Sunday School
4 5:00 Youth Life Skills Class

*childcare provided during worship

TNT CLASS FOR LENT i

Al Am Sayings of
This Tuesday Nights Together course will
parallel our Lenten Sermon Series and focus on
the seven Al Amdo sayin
of John. There is much
presentation, and this dialogue and discussion
course is to help us look deeply into ourselves
for the Spiritds revel

This course begins Tuesday, February 23 at
7:30 and will continue each week through March
30. | 6ve design the cl
angd gialogyg dsjpg aHebrew group study
approach calll AHavrut a
all the questions and discoveries in the biblical
text and other readings without the intent of
arriving at a Arighto
to join me in this process.
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D Youth Activities D

Youth Friday Nights Life Skills Classes
I f you arendét busy on Fr i dagyning this imonth,wé will be affeniag whaaweg (o ut
at the Youth Room from 6pm-9pm. The Youth call dALife Skills Classegsbo
Room will be open and staffed for NPC youth and include lessons in cooking, handiwork, personal
their friends to come and hang out. The Ping-pong finances, etc. Our first Life Skills Class is scheduled
table, Foose-ball table, Xbox, and anything else in for Sunday, Feb 28th from 5pm-7pm and will involve
the Youth Room will be available for use; and an a cooking lesson. Hope you can be there and bring
area for studying can al safrbnd. made avail able; we?d|ll
have some snackstoo. Ther e6s no planned
program, just come and hang out. Service Opportunities
This month NPC is offering two service
Our intention is to provide a safe, fun, alternative opportunities:
environment for NPC Youth to hang out and invite Feb 7th - Souper Bowl of Caring
their friends. Youth Friday Nights will be held the -weodll be collecting|don
first Friday of every month. For more information, Inland Valley Hope Partners as part of
contact Paul (paulknopf@npcdb.com; 909/455- the national Souper Bowl of Caring
3466). event
Feb 26th-27th - 30 Hour Famine
Youth Sunday School -while this overnight, fund-raising, learning
Beginning this month, the High School Sunday event is still being planned, please
School will explore what it means to be mark your calendars and plan to
Presbyterian; asking questi ons partiipate i the30 Hali Fdmirne h e
Presbyterian Church get started?d¢ fiHow is worship
in Presbyterian Churches different from other Confirmation/Commissioning Classes Resume
churches?06 AWhat do Pr es b yureonfirmatien/ComamissioaingeSunady Sandol
God or the People of God? «lasses tesumah Beb 7t b you are a youth who
Presbyterians do?0 Pl eas e hasmotbeenutsoudgh the corfiimatien/
informative study. The High School Sunday School commissioning process, please plan on attending
meets from 9:30-10:15am on Sunday mornings in these classes. These classes will lay an important
the Youth Room. foundation for the confirmation/commissioning
process. These classes are also offered as the
Super Bowl Party Jr High Sunday School class for those who do not
Join us for the Youth Super Bowl Party on Feb wish to participate in the confirmation/
7th. The Ecker 6s have gr aci oganhmigsioring precesd. We lmavelatewt t he
party again this year. There is a sign-up sheet in the confirmation retreats scheduled for this Spring and
Youth Room with food items to bring. Please sign hope you will join us. For more information, please
up to bring one of those food items and enjoy the contact Paul Knopf.
game.
ge+ " es s °
~«ne Womenbés Retreat
\
oromi S° March 12, 2010 ety ec"rzenaR o
° puman R\:a‘t’mu\ness Mary and Joseph Retreat Center byB,uCth .Oec,a, geGrace
and DWIN® Rancho Palos Verdes, CA fay Arance
www.maryjoseph.org
Scholarships are available
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Flower Chart for 2010

| t 6 s t i-opeo giveofloveeis gpm {s"o'%
our Worship Services in 2010. R'AN
Flowers beautify our worship, so EKA ‘
please pick a date that is special to g

you and sign-up by calling the church OW r
office at 909-861-4715 or emailing en aI‘

Nancy at office@npcdb.com.

Val entineds Day D
Saturday February 13" at 5:30pm the
Fell owship team is

Dinner. We will be having appetizers,
dinner and dessert. Bring a friend,
sweetheart or come by yourself to have =4
a nice dinner and w._._.H* a
games. Cost is $8.00 a person or two for $15.00. Sign- up
on the patio or call Debbie Ecker at 909-594-8077.

The Six-Week Choir Special rehearsals begin on
Thursday February 18. Rehearsals begin promptly at

7 p.m. in the Sanctuary and last for one hour for the first

3 weeks, then for an hour-and-a-half for the remaining
rehearsals. Plan to sing with us on Palm Sunday

(March 28), Maundy Thursday (April 1), and Easter Sunday
(April 4, both the 8:30 and 11 a.m. services). Questions?
Contact me at lindanason@npcdb.com.

Family Camp Date Set .. /

Mark your calendar J/\ d
Family Camp Retreat to be held on \/L '
September 25-26 at Big Bear / /h R\
Presbyterian Conference Center in A
Big Bear. This is an intergenerational ——%JQF' \3\ X
retreat and a great time for all of us

at NPC to enjoy F&mlbc&mft

relax together!

Annual Congregation Meeting on February 21st
following the 10:30 worship service. This annual meeting is
for the purpose of receiving annual reports of our ministries
and receive the budget for 2010.

February Birthday &
mL%kWﬁ i

2/4 Barbara Oldfield ? 85 Ving |
2/5 Kathi Cruce Loasd, BH’J[ﬁJay
Megan Simmons
Kristin Smith
2/6 Gayle Morris
Meredith Morris
217 Paul Knopf 11l
2/9 Jeanne Hatfield
2/11 Janelle Willingham
2/12 Wayne Hunter

Jane Mooneyham

2/1\3 a | Ashiay Milleg ¢
Joseph Grady

Jeff Thompson
2/15 Gena Sizoo
2124 ¢ RogspMpdglin
2/22 Jim Cruce

Nikko Guiterrez

Ken Van Horn
2/23 Celeste Stebe
2124 Sanjay Sojwal
2/26 Annalee Mroczek

February Anniversaries 7
2/1 Dick & Silvia Bishop An%[l)gersaru

2/2 Ted & Ina Tedford
2/17 Paul & Debbie Ecker
2/18  Clark & Nancy Riley

(@)

Summer Camp 2010 Info
Openings are still available if you would like

to joi@u@ at gamp:

Entering Grades 4-6, 2010 Big Bear
July 11-17

Entering Grades 7-9, 2010 Big Bear
July 18-24

ntering Grages 9-13, 2010
High School, Calvin Crest August 1-7

Camp Brochures are available in the CE
office; please talk to Danna or Paul about the
programs. | f youdre
check will hold your spot. Please call Connie
Modglin at 860-4282 with registration
questions. Come join the camping fun!

I
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A pamphlet came in the mail to me last week titled
Cultivating Compassion,

Receiving this i

support in ti of

ample. 0

me s

| 6ve begun by ordering

the material, learning-as-we-go, both

|l 6m hoping tal k
Cultivating Compassion

community.

youdl I

Shalom,
Rev. Pat Williams
Pastor of Congregational Care

Practical tools for leaders to introduce and inspire compassion.

nf or mat i
the Deacons in the last few years, together wondering how to build on the wonderful work that they

Deacons do getting to know people in their neighborhoods and coming alongside these folks, providing
troubl e.

This material would be very helpful for Deacon training, but it seems as if we all could benefit from
learning practices that enhance our caring skills, seeing these skills demonstrating best practices in
showing compassion to others as we go about in our daily lives at home and in the workplace.

t his
possible settings. My plan will be to begin offering it to a daytime group, informally where we can go over

i The basics about caring with compassion and
9 How best to present this series in other learning scenarios in the congregation in the future.

t o
could enhance the many ways we already reach out to one another and to our

o  C

Caregiving with Compassion

on seemed to me to be a

Deacons someti mes S

DVD traini set wi t

ng

me about your interest

(Continued from page 1)
of spiritual guides and the Scriptures? Could you
give up your cell phone? What about Facebook?

One challenging devotional article told of a pastor
who gave up e-mail for Lent. Hard to imagine? Well,
she put an auto-reply message that told senders
what she was doing. She looked at e-mail only for
important attachments that were part of the
church’s work. Her communication came by personal
letters and notes, by phone and personal visits. The
break from e-mail became a catalyst to notice the
many obstacles that get between herself and God.

This Lent we are invited to be in the present, to live
each moment in gratitude, and turn over to God all the
things over which we have no control. Perhaps a
Lenten discipline could act as a “spiritual training pe-
riod” to put these practices into use throughout the
year. So whether taking on something for Lent
(reading, journaling, praying) or giving something up (I-
Pod, a weekly meal, late night TV), the coming season
invites us to journey past the clutter and distractions in
our lives, and come closer to the heart of God; to step
out of this world and into the Kingdom.

Joy and Peace -

Bob

gi

ay,



RECEIPTS AND EXPENSES (Thru 12/31/09) ACTUAL BUDGETED
RECEIPTS
Pledges 368,761.00 370,000.00
Non-Pledged (Loose) 29,464.85 16,000.00
Youth Offering 86.56 150.00
Other Income (Rent) 23,406.91 23,500.00
Interest Income 7,297.52 8,050.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS 429,016.84 417,700.00
EXPENSES (415,802.91) (431,059.00)
TOTAL *13,213.93 (13,359.00)
*$13,213.93 transferred to Capital Reserves
CONGREGATIONAL MISSION GIVING (BEYOND BUDGET) 2009
2009 Giving Statements
for NPC pledgers and ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET 6,538.00
regular contributors are ANGEL INTERFAITH 20.00
available in the Narthex. BLANKET PROGRAM/TOOLS OF HOPE 618.00
To ensure the deductibility CHRISTMAS JOY 1,657.00
of your church _contrlbutlons, SEACONS FUND 551057
please do not file your 2009 e 1513.00
income tax return until you INLAND VALLEY HOPE PARTNERS 155.00
have received your NPC INLAND VALLEY HOPE HUNGER WALK* 3,885.00
giving statement. We give T
thanks for all those who are GARTH MOLLER FUND 1,120.00
give (e} generously to the MOSQUITO NETS FOR MOTHERS 718.00
programs and mission here ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 2,206.67
at NPC. PEACE OFFERING 873.00
PENTECOST OFFERING 654.00
PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE 20.00
PRESBYTERIAN MISSION WORK 50.00
ISOUPER BOWL 43192
THANKSGIVING BASKETS 2,943.50
THIRTY HOUR FAMINE 360.00
THIRTY HOUR FAMINE* 357.00
\VBS MISSION PROJECT 485.00
*Sent directly to Agency
TOTAL 30,992.66
SHARE THE VISION CAMPAIGN
SHARE THE VISION Receipts thru 2008 $ 774,846.63
SHARE THE VISION Receipts 2009 $ 83,353.25
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February 1
7:00 p.m.
Visioning Team Meeting

O
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S February 2
‘?‘%‘ 8:00 a.m.

Romeo Breakfast at Carrows
(Retired Old Men Eating Out)
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February 3
7:00 p.m.
All Team Meeting
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February 5
6:00 p.m.6 9:00 p.m.
Youth Friday Nights
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".%5%‘ February 6
- 9:00 a.m.
PWP Gathering
022030
S
Qs February 10
"’3’%‘ 9:45 a.m.

Sarah Circle Bible Study
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February 126 13
Confirmation Retreat
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February 13
5:30 p.m.
Valentines Dinner

February 15
President ds
Office Closed
7:30 p.m.
Deacon Meeting

February 17
Ash Wednesday
6:00 p.m.d Choir Rehearsal
6:30 p.m.0 Simple Supper
7:30 p.m.0 Ash Wednesday Service

February 21
11:30 a.m.
Congregational Meeting

February 23
7:30 p.m.
Tuesday Nights Together

February 24
7:30 p.m.
Session Meeting

February 260 27
30 Hr Famine
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Northminster Presbyterian Church
400 Rancheria Road

Diamond Bar, CA 91765
Address Correction Requested

Non-Profit
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