
  

 

     NPC is located off Golden Springs 
Drive on Rancheria Road just east of 
Diamond Bar Boulevard. 
     The Northminster Press, NPC’s 
newsletter, is published monthly.  
Please submit all newsletter articles by 
the 20th of the month. 

We have  a 

website 

www.npcdb.com 

Northminster Press 

N o r t h m i n s t e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Volume 11, Issue 3 

March 2010 

400 Rancheria Rd. 
Diamond Bar, CA  91765 
909-861-4715 
Fax: 909-396-6165 
 
 Worship Schedule 
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 
Education Hour 9:30 
Sunday School 10:30 
 
Office Hours 
M-Th  9:00 - 4:00  
Fri. 9:00 - 3:30 

Staff: 
Rev. Robert “Bob” Stebe 
     Pastor 
Rev. Pat Williams 
     Pastor of Congregational Care 
Danna Larson 
     Director of Family Ministries 
Paul Knopf 
     Youth Director 
Linda Nason 
     Director of Music Ministries 
Dorothea Okada 
    Organist 
Nancy Riley 
     Secretary 
Connie Modglin 
     Treasurer 
Sarah Riley 
     Lead  Custodian 
Daniel Riley 
     Assistant Custodian 
Celeste Stebe 
     Assistant Custodian 
 

In Italy an end of the winter 
custom is to burn all the old 
junk that one has accumu-
lated during the past year.  
Everyone would bring all of 

their discards to the village square as 
a whole community. Instead of having 
yard sales or garage sales which only 
recirculate everyoneôs junk, these 
folks would all simply have a good old 
fashioned house cleaning and pile up 
their old furnishings, broken toys, and 
other items cluttering up their homes 
and lives. On top of the community 
pile was placed a straw witch ï or in 
Switzerland, a straw snowman. The 
witch, La Befana, is the old lady of 
Epiphany (Befana ï Epiphania). Her 
end marked the end of the Epiphany 
season, the end of winter and the             
beginning of spring. 
 
From this came the tradition of spring 
house cleaning. Itôs a practice that we 
all may wish to consider. Why not use 
the season of Lent like a season of 
spring cleaning, letting the whole            
family participate. The kids could go 
through the toys they no longer enjoy 
or have outgrown and pass them 
along to someone who needs them.  
Adults can look through the cabinets, 
closets, and garage giving many items 
to those in need. 
 
In fact, all could use the season to 
haul out all the emotional baggage we 

have accumulated during the year;        
all of the attitudes that need to be         
discarded; all of the clutter that has 
gotten piled up on our spirits keeping 
us from the touch of our Lord.  Maybe 
we need to set aside a ritual to ñburnò 
the inner witch in the fireplace and 
start fresh. 
 
Spring cleaning can be a physical 
process of introspection. We clean 
house, inside and out. Throw open 
the windows, let in some fresh air, 
shake out the bedspreads, clean out 
the cupboards and vacuum behind 
the couch. We can collect all the            
inner useless accumulations of our 
life-style and contribute them to the 
dust and ashes that reminded us of 
our humanity on Ash Wednesday. 
 
May your cleaned-up spirits then be 
open and receptive to the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit who comes to give 
us life, and life abundant. Throwing 
out the old and useless is a sign of 
commitment that nothing should 
stand in the way of our relationship 
with our God through Jesus the 
Christ our living and active Lord. 
(The above information is thanks to 
Gertrud Mueller Nelson in To Dance 
With God) 
 
Joy and Peace - 

   Bob 
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Sunday, March 7 

♦ 10:30 Worship/Communion 

Third Sunday of Lent 
ñJesus as the Bread of Lifeò 
John 6:25-51a 

♦ 9:30 Education Hour 

♦ 10:30 Sunday School 

♦ 5:00 Jr. High Youth Group 

♦ 6:00 Sr. High Youth Group 

 
Sunday, March 14 

♦ 8:30 & 10:30 Worship 

 Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 ñJesus as the Good Shepherd  
    and the Door for the Sheepò 
 John 10:1-18 

♦ 9:30 Education Hour 

♦ 10:30 Sunday School 

♦ 6:00 Sr. High Youth Group 

 
Sunday, March 21 

♦ 8:30 & 10:30 Worship 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
ñJesus as the Way, the Truth, and the Lifeò 
John 14:1-11 

♦ 9:30 Education Hour 

♦  10:30 Sunday School 

♦ 5:00 Jr. High Youth Group 

♦ 6:00 Sr. High Youth Group 

 
Sunday, March  28 

♦ 8:30 & 10:30 Worship 

Palm Sunday  
ñJesus as the True Vineò 
John 15:1-11 

♦ 9:30 Education Hour 

♦  10:30 Sunday School 

♦  5:00 Youth Life Skills Class 
 

 

 
 
 

Thursday, April 1 

♦ 7:30 p.m.  

♦ Maundy Thursday  

♦ Communion and Tenebrae  

(Service of Shadows) 
 

Good Friday, April 2  

♦ 12:00 noon 

♦ Community Service of  

ñ7 Words From the Crossò 
Diamond Bar Congregational Church 
2335 S. Diamond Bar Blvd. (at Pathfinder) 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4 

♦ Breakfast 7:45 

♦ Worship: 6:30 Sunrise Service 

♦ 8:30 & 10:30 Resurrection Celebration 
 
(childcare provided during worship) 

Worship Schedule 

Membership Exploration Class  
Begins March 7 at 4:00 p.m. 
If youôve been worshiping and participating in the 
life of NPC, youôre invited to take a step further 
into making a membership commitment. This 
Sunday begins a 3-part seminar designed to help 
you understand the basics of the Christian faith, 
what membership means at NPC in the          
Presbyterian Church USA, and how to live out 
your commitment. Whether this is your first time 
in church membership, returning to active         
membership or transferring your membership 
from another church this class is for you. If you 
have any questions about the process, please 
contact Pastor Bob at 909-861-4715 or 
revbob@npcdb.com. 

Newsletter online! 
Our newsletter is now available online at 
www.npcdb.com. Check it out! If you would like 
to go paperless and stop receiving the newsletter 
in the mail please email Nancy Riley at 
office@npcdb.com and let her know. 

mailto:revbob@npcdb.com
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Kidôs Night Out 
All children who currently participate in the faith 
community at NPC are invited to a ñKidôs Night Outò 
on Friday, March 19  from 6:00-8:30 pm. The        
evening will include supper, games and crafts, and 
a video. If you are interested in participating please 
reserve a space by calling (909-861-4715) or         e
-mailing Danna Larson (dannalarson@npcdb.com) 
by Tuesday, March 16.  Cost is $3.00  per child or 
$10/family. 
 
Childrenôs Sunday School: Journey to the Cross 
During Lent the children in Sunday School are         
exploring six Holy Week scenes: Jesusô entry into 
Jerusalem, the Last Supper with the disciples,          
Jesusô prayer in the garden of Gethsemane, his        
arrest, his trial, and Jesusô crucifixion. Each story 
includes references to the Resurrection story but 
this story is explored in depth on Easter and the 
Sundays following. During this rotation the children 
will learn ñThe Lordôs Prayer as their memory         
project. 
The workshops that are included are 
  ñLoaves and Fishes Caf®ò where the children 
make hot cross buns and Hosanna Shakes;  
 Good News Theatre where the children will 
watch ñPalm Sunday to Easterò; 
 Parable Productions for an opportunity to par-
ticipate in the drama of Holy Week;  and 
 two game workshops: one being a Holy Week 
Scavenger Hunt and the other at the Holyland 
 Golf course where each of the holes is repre-
sentative of one of the Holy Week events. 
Each week the children will also be bringing home 
activities that can be used to help families experi-
ence Lent in meaningful way. 
 

Family & Children Ministries 

NPC Lenten Project: Gift of the Heart Hygiene 
Kits 
ñIn the face of natural disasters, violence, or grind-
ing poverty, Hygiene Kits can mean the difference 
between sickness and health for struggling                 
families.ò ( Presbyterian Disaster Assistance)    
 Please join the children of NPC in helping the       
families in Haiti by assembling a hygiene kit during 
this Lenten season. The children have set a goal of 
collecting 250 hygiene kits. The kits can be brought 
to the church anytime during Lent and placed in the 
box labeled ñGifts of the Heart Hygiene Kitsô which 
will be located on the patio on Sundays and in the 
CE office during the week. 
To assemble a Hygiene Kit you will need: 

¶ One hand towel measuring approximately         

16" x 28" (no fingertip or bath towels)  

¶ One washcloth 

¶ One wide-tooth comb 

¶ One nail clipper 

¶ One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 

¶ One toothbrush (in original packaging) 

¶ Six standard size Band-Aids® 
Place all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with a  
zipper closure, remove excess air from bag, and 
seal. Please do not add toothpaste to the Hygiene 
Kit. Cartons of toothpaste that have an extended 
expiration date will be added to Hygiene Kit             
shipments just prior to shipment.  

 
If you have questions please talk to one of the 
NPC children or Danna Larson. 

Family Camp Date Set 
Mark your calendars for NPCôs 
2010 Family Camp Retreat to 
be held on September 25-26 
at Big Bear Presbyterian                  
Conference Center in Big Bear. 
This is an intergenerational  
retreat and a great time for all  
of us  at NPC to enjoy Godôs 
creation and relax together!     

Summer Camp 2010 Info 
Openings are still available if you would like to join us at camp: 

Entering Grades 4-6, 2010 Big Bear             July 11-17 
Entering Grades 7-9, 2010 Big Bear             July 18-24 

Entering Grades 9-13, 2010 High School, Calvin Crest    August 1-7 

Camp Brochures are available in the CE office; please talk to Danna or 
Paul about the programs. If youôre ready to sign up, a $50 check will 
hold your spot. Please call Connie Modglin at 860-4282 with                     
registration questions. Come join the camping fun! 
Scholarships are available 

mailto:dannalarson@npcdb.com
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March Birthdays 
 
3/1  Jacki Smith 
3/2  Tyler Bujer 
  Stuart Grady 
3/5  T.J. Balhon 
3/7  Ksenia Moller 
3/8  Jerry Barry 
  Joseph Konovalov 
  Sally DeLyser 
3/9  Nancy Lyons 
  Megan Morris 
3/10  Cory Sarinana 
  Elaine Samaroo 
3/12  Jillian Ecker 
3/13  Udodiri Okwandu 
3/15  Lisa Chan 
  Kelly Farris 
  Joe Kim 
  Rod Patterson 
3/16  John Forbing 
3/20  Kelechi Okwandu 
  Marietta Zaharoff 
3/23  Keith Howard 
3/24  Mary Jane McClelland 
  Jane Palmer 
  Alex Lyons-Smith 
  Justin Mannix 
3/25  Dorothea Okada 
3/26  Stephen Riley 
3/27  Alyssa Cruce 
  Gerry Tellis 
3/28  Linda Millard 
3/29  Julia Erbst 
  Michelle Weissinger 

 
 

 
 
 

 
March Anniversaries 
 
3/2  Dale & Diana Persing 
3/12  Ken Van Horn & Marzena Wal 
3/18  George & Lori Konovalov 
3/21  Clyde & Susan Ito 
  Don & Sharron Robertson 
3/22  Shelby & Lorna Wagner 
3/25  Sheldon & Joan Bresin 

Thank you to everyone who celebrated 
with Sarah and me at our Forever Family celebra-
tion. The church ceremony is one that truly put joy 
in my heart forever. It was especially wonderful to 
have the youth and special friends surround us dur-
ing the church ceremony. The reception was delightful ï              
everything from the cupcake ï cake to Ann playing ñSomewhere 
over the Rainbow.ò Neither Sarah nor I experienced such joyful 
happiness as we did at the County Adoption Celebration and the 
Forever Family celebrations. I will treasure the memories               
forever! Sarah and I will be using the money from the money tree 
for our family vacation this summer. We will be traveling to 
Washington DC to see some of our countryôs famous places and 
monuments. We thank you! As a side note ï February 13 was 
our one year anniversary when Sarah became part of my life and 
moved in with me. Thank you! Cindy and Sarah Regan 

Put the Youth Auction on your calendarï 
Sunday, April 18,  
If you are interested in pitching in with planning, seeking          
donation items, decorating, setting up, cooking, helping at 
the event, cleaning up after, and more...Please contact         
Debbie Palmer (909) 595-3428, email debpalmer@verizon.net 
or find me at church." 

Let's Prepare for the April Food Drive! 
 Let's prepare.  Next month we will again be collecting food for 
Inland Valley Hope Partners. As you all know, there is a serious 
strain on supplies for the homeless. Let's look for sales on 
soups, canned seafood and meats, diapers, oatmeal, peanut 
butter, etc.  If we watch for specials, we should be able to                  
increase our donations.  Remember, your contributions needn't 
be exactly what we list for a specific month. The list is to                  
suggest the type of item needed, (one with a long shelf-life). 
Also, you can contribute money instead of food if that is easier 
for you.  A check to Northminster, labeled for IVHP is helpful  
because they can buy in quantity for less. IVHP is also in need of 
your grocery bags to use in distributing the food.  Our campaign 
will begin the first Sunday in April. Look for the shopping cart and 
place your donations in it. Let's be prepared ! 

Congregational Work Party 
A congregational Work Party has been scheduled for Saturday 
March 27 at 9:00 a.m. (Palm Sunday weekend) to beautify the 
NPC grounds for the Easter Holidays and to set up for Palm 
Sunday Worship. We are requesting all that would like to bring 
potted flowering plants and their planting tools, to do so at 9am 
Saturday March 27. Together we will plant the potted plants in 
the open spaces in the flower boxes and flowerbeds. 

mailto:debpalmer@verizon.net
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ñCommunicating with Compassionò is the name of a new class that will begin in April in the evening 
time slot, TNT (Tuesday Night Together) , given over for Adult Learning on Tuesday nights here at church. 
  
Using material that comes from a Hospital Volunteer program in the Santa Barbara area, weôll explore 
ways of approaching and talking with people in need in a way that is both helpful to those needing care, 
and satisfying for the caregivers.  
 
Simply by addressing four basic human needs, anyone can learn to communicate in a meaningful way 
with another, even someone we have only just met. Communicating with Compassion teaches us that: 
ñEveryone, and especially those who face adversity, deeply need and want 

¶ Attention 

¶ Acknowledgement 

¶ Affection 

¶ Acceptanceò 
Sometimes when we encounter someone who is dealing with adversity we think that what they need is 
advice, cheering-up, or more knowledge than we might have in any given situation.  As we study these 
videos that depict real volunteers as they visit real patients we can learn the very simple but effective 
ways people can be shown care with meaningful, helpful interactions. 
 
Even though these classes are directed to people who might want to become volunteers, the techniques 
learned can be helpful as we deal with issues in our everyday lives with family, coworkers and friends. 
 
SAVE THE DATES!   TUESDAYS APRIL 13, 20, 27 ï 7P.M. 
 
Interested?  Have Questions?  Give me a call at 909 860-6109 
 
Shalom, 
Rev. Pat Williams 
Pastor of Congregational Care 

Easter Flowers  
Donôt miss out on 
a wonderful             
opportunity to 
share in a special                  
Northminster           
tradition.              
The Deacons will 
be selling flowers 
to decorate our church on Easter                      
Sunday. The flowers are a reminder 
of the beauty God has created and 
the promise of eternal life. The         
flowers will be available for you to 
take home following the 10:30 Easter 
Sunday service.   

Deacons Fund Offering  
Just three times a year, Communion Sundays in March, 
June and December, the congregation is asked to make a 
voluntary contribution to the Deacons Fund in order to aid 
needy persons in our area. Your gift will be used to fund 
Deacon community service programs such as a quarterly 
donation to Inland Valley Hope Partners, NPC memorial 
receptions, flowers for grieving families, family financial 
assistance, camp retreat financial aid, and to replenish the 
Pastor's Discretionary Fund (emergency aid for those in 
immediate need). Please use the designated golden              
colored Deacons Fund offering envelopes in the pews or 
those that come in your offering envelope packets and 
drop it in the offering plate this Sunday March 7th or any 
time during the month of March. Your gifts are greatly          
appreciated as disbursements by the Deacons are not 
covered by the NPC operating budget. 
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Financial Page 

 CONGREGATIONAL MISSION GIVING (BEYOND BUDGET) 2010 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENSES (Thru 1/31/10) ACTUAL BUDGETED 

RECEIPTS    

 Pledges 20,683.00 30,833.33 

 Non-Pledged (Loose) 2,522.50 2,083.33 

 Youth Offering 31.00 8.33 

 Other Income (Rent) 3,125.00 1,916.67 

 Interest Income 47.66 416.67 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 26,409.16 35,258.33 

EXPENSES (32,045.97)   (36,248.50) 

 TOTAL 
 

     (5,636.81) (990.17) 
 

ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET   26.05 

ANGEL INTERFAITH 0 

BLANKET PROGRAM/TOOLS OF HOPE 0 

CHRISTMAS JOY                                                                                0 

DEACONS FUND 118.00 

ICC 00 

INLAND VALLEY HOPE PARTNERS 15.00 

INLAND VALLEY HOPE HUNGER WALK* 00 

GARTH MOLLER FUND   80.00 

GARTH MOLLER SCHOLARSHIP 00 

MOSQUITO NETS FOR MOTHERS   00 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING  .00 

PEACE OFFERING .00 

PENTECOST OFFERING .00 

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE 2,839.00 

PRESBYTERIAN MISSION WORK .00 

SOUPER BOWL .00 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS .00 

THIRTY HOUR FAMINE .00 

THIRTY HOUR FAMINE* .00 

VBS MISSION PROJECT .00 

*Sent directly to Agency  

TOTAL     3,078.05 

SHARE THE VISION CAMPAIGN 

SHARE THE VISION Receipts thru 2009 
SHARE THE VISION Receipts 2010 

$  858,199.88 
     $      7,914.00 
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Youth Friday Nights 
If you arenôt busy on Friday, March 5th, come hang 
out at the Youth Room from 6pm-9pm.  The Youth 
Room will be open and staffed for NPC youth and 
their friends to come and hang out.  The Ping-pong 
table, Foose-ball table, Xbox, and anything else in 
the Youth Room will be available for use; and an 
area for studying can also be made available; weôll 
have some snacks too.  Thereôs no planned pro-
gram, just come and hang out. 
 
Our intention is to provide a safe, fun, alternative 
environment for NPC Youth to hang out and invite 
their friends.  Youth Friday Nights will be held the 
first Friday of every month.  For more information, 
contact Paul (paulknopf@npcdb.com; 909/455-
3466). 
 

Youth Sunday School 
This month, our High School Sunday School con-
cludes our series on exploring what it means to be 
Presbyterian and begin a study on Heaven and Hell 
asking questions like, ñWhat is heaven like? What is 
Hell Like? Which should I choose?ò  Join us in the 
Youth Room from 9:30-10:15am on Sunday morn-
ings as we finish one study and start another. 
 

Confirmation/Commissioning Classes 
Our Jr High Sunday School combined with our Con-
firmation/Commissioning classes continue this 
month.  We meet in the breezeway outside the 
Youth Room and run from 9:30-10:15am on Sunday 
mornings learning about the basics of the Christian 
faith and the reformed tradition. 
 
For those participating in the Confirmation Process, 
our next Confirmation Retreat is on Friday, March 
12th from 6:30-8:30pm in the Youth Room, then 
again on Sunday, March 14th from 4:30-
6:30pm.  We conclude the month with an overnight 
retreat from March 26th-27th.  Stay tuned for more 
details. 
 
Life Skills Classes 
Mark your calendar.  The next Life Skills class will 
be offered on March 28th from 5pm-7pm.  The 
topic and teacher will be announced shortly.  Plan 
on being there and bring a friend. 
 

 

Spring Break Mission Trip 
Our Youth Mission Trip is scheduled for April 5th-
7th.  Weôre tentatively planning to leave NPC at 
7:30 on April 5th, drive to San Diego (specifically 
Miramar) and participate in a number of mission and 
service projects related to the San Diego Military 
Outreach Ministry.  We will plan to return to NPC by 
8pm on April 7th.  Please mark your calendars and 
stay tuned for an informational meeting early this 
month. 
 

Youth Night @ Boomers 

Our Youth Group will be joining other local youth 
groups at the Inland Valley Hope Partners Youth 
Night at Boomers (1500 W 7th St. Upland, CA 
91786) on April 16 from 5pm-11pm.  Each person 
should bring $15 and 2 cans of food which gives 
each person dinner and access to all of Boomers 
attractions (mini-golf, rock climbing, go karts, 
bumper boats, etc.). Please let Paul know no later 
than March 14th if you plan on going. 
 

Youth Group Meetings 

Youth Group meetings continue on Sunday nights 
through the month of March. Jr High Youth Group 
meets from 5pm-6:30pm in the Youth Room and 
High School Youth Group meets from 6pm-8pm in 
the Youth Room. 
 
March 7th - Jr High at 5:00 and  Sr. High at 6:00 
March 14th - Jr High (cancelled due to Confirmation 
Class), High School at 6:00 
March 21st - Jr High at 5:00 and  Sr. High at 6:00 
March 28th - NO YOUTH GROUP (due to Life Skills 
Class) 
 

Big Bear March Madness 

The Presbyterian Camps and Conference Centers 
is hosting their winter camp, 
March Madness, from Friday March 26th-Sunday 
March 28th.  While NPC is not 
sending a group to March madness, interested 
Youth are encouraged to attend. 
Informational flyers can be obtained from Paul or 
online at 
<http://pccci.org/winterconf.htm> http://pccci.org/
winterconf.htm.   

Youth Events 

mailto:paulknopf@npcdb.com
http://pccci.org/winterconf.htm
http://pccci.org/winterconf.htm
http://pccci.org/winterconf.htm
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Kids Page 
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Northminster Presbyterian Church 

400 Rancheria Road 

Diamond Bar, CA  91765 
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Chino, CA  91710 

Permit No. 3496 

 

March 1 
7:00 p.m. 

Visioning Team Meeting 

 
March 2 
8:00 a.m. 

Romeo Breakfast at Carrows 
(Retired Old Men Eating Out) 

 
7:30 p.m.  

Tuesday Nights Together 
 

 
March 5 

6:00 p.m.ð9:00 p.m. 
Youth Friday Nights 

 
March 9 
7:30 p.m.  

Tuesday Nights Together 

 
March 10 
9:45 a.m. 

Sarah Circle Bible Study 

 
March 12ð14 
Womenôs Retreat 

 

March Events 

March 15 
7:30 p.m.  

Deacon Meeting 
 

March 16 
7:30 p.m.  

Tuesday Nights Together 
 

March 17 
7:30 p.m. 

Session Meeting 

 
 March 19 

6:00ð8:30 p.m. 
KNO (Kidôs Night Out) 

 
March 26-27 

Confirmation Retreat 
 

March 27 
9:00 a.m 
Work Day 

 

March 28 
Palm Sunday 

8:30 & 10:30 Worship 
5:00 Youth Life Skills Class 


