Old Testament Elective: Genesis

Instructor: Rev. Jonathan Welch

General Information

Dates

October 1-2  

Times

8 am – 6 pm

Location
South Coastal District Office (1261 Parker Rd. SW, Conyers, GA 30094)

Lunch

Plan to have lunch ordered and on-site to reduce day on Saturday

Registration
Go to www.southcoastal.org “Ministerial Institute” to register or contact Anita

Instructor
My name is Jon Welch.  I am a recent graduate of Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky and currently serve as Pastor in Birmingham, AL at Brookview Wesleyan Church.  I have been married for six years and have one son named Jack, who will turn two in November.  I look forward to learning with you as we seek (re)discover our origins in Genesis.  

If you have any questions please contact me by email: jwelch30@gmail.com
Course Purpose

This course will explore the book of Genesis.  We will attempt to do this through a broad examination of the literary and historical context of the book and then a more detailed analysis of specific breakdowns within the text as a whole.  The class format will consist lecture, dialogue, small group exercises, and multimedia presentations.  The student should come prepared to engage with the text and others.

Course Objectives
To fully engage the literary and historical aspects of Genesis.

To gain insights into the Biblical themes presented in Genesis and carried throughout the Pentateuch and canon.

To understand the implications of Genesis for ministry and application.

To develop proper practical applications to our culture and other current worldviews, as informed by God and the text.

Required Texts

If you make your purchases from Wesleyan Publishing House, I believe you can receive a 20% ministerial discount.  (1.800.493.7539 or visit www.wphonline.com)

1. Genesis: A Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition by Wilbur Williams, Wesleyan Publishing House, 2004.

2. The Bible.  Most translations are sufficient.

Assignments:

To be completed before live class sessions:

1. Read through the book of Genesis in one sitting.  You must do this at least once, but try to do this numerous times.  Also, begin reading Wilbur Williams’ commentary on Genesis before the live class session.  You should complete the reading and submit a reading report by Oct. 30th. 

2. After you’ve become comfortable with the text, reflect and respond in writing to what you have read.  First, give an applicable title for each chapter of the book.  Second, choose a recurring or prevalent theme throughout Genesis and reflect upon that theme in a 2 page typed reflection paper (double spaced).  This reflection paper should primarily include your own thoughts in connection with how the Scriptures informed those thoughts, so include Scripture references.  Also, be sure to include how this theme may apply for a reader in the 21st century.

To be completed and electronically emailed no later than Oct. 30th midnight.
3.  Choose one of the following Final Projects:

· Your own detailed Outline of the entire book of Genesis.  

· Identify Major breaks (I. II. III., etc.)

· Identify Minor breaks (A. B. C., etc.)

· Identify Units (1. 2. 3., etc.)

· Identify Subunits (a. b. c., etc.)

· Include Scripture references for each

· Be clear and specific, so when you pick the outline up a year from now, you will be able to understand it.

· At the end of each Major break, include a summary paragraph detailing all major material

· Create a thorough teaching curriculum for the book of Genesis (minimum of 5 teaching sessions).

· Clearly identify the hearers (age, ethnicity, etc.)

· Clearly identify the situation (classroom, small group, retreat, etc)

· Choose different teaching topics (or however you choose to teach the material) that cover the majority of the text.  So don’t teach 5 different sessions on “Creation,” just one, if you want.  Show that you are familiar with the text as a whole.  As an example, your sessions might look like this: 1. Creation, 2. Fall, 3. Abraham, 4. Isaac, 5. Joseph.  

· Create an effective method for teaching the material.  It might look like this: I. Introduction, II. Illustration, III. Scripture Passage, IV. Thrust of passage, V. Background, VI. Pertinent Questions, VII. Application.  There is some liberty here, so show some creativity.

· Minimum of 10 pages.

· Develop a sermon-series through Genesis (minimum of 5 sermons).

· Clearly identify the hearers (age, ethnicity, etc.)

· Clearly identify the situation (a.m. service, retreat, church plant, etc.)

· Choose different preaching topics (or however you choose to preach the material) that cover the majority of the text.  

· Create an interesting sermon series.  You do not need to include the sermon in its entirety, but be sure to develop a format that includes- sermon series title, individual sermon titles, main passage, other scripture reference(s), the main theme, and details of all the following that would apply to your sermon: illustrations, videos or other media, historical, social, and/or cultural background, work with original languages, commentaries, and/or other references and ideas (do not simply list the name of an illustration, rather give me the gist of the illustration and how it relates to the point you’re making).  Also, express how you might make room for the hearers to respond to the message (altar call, standing, some other commitment, etc.).  

· Minimum of 10 pages. 

· You can create your own final project, but it must be approved by me ahead of time and be comparable to the same work-load as the options above.  

Course Evaluation

Reading

15%

Reflection Paper
15%

Class Participation
20%

Final Project

50%

Live Class Format
The live class will consist of 20 hours.  We will attempt to stimulate learning through lecture, dialogue, small group, and multimedia.  The tentative topics discussed will be in the following format:

Day One: Primeval History

Introduction/Class procedures

Literary Analysis: Title/Structure/Composition/Author

Historical Analysis: Archaeology/Geography/Dates

Creation: Genesis 1 & 2

Fall: Genesis 3

Consequences: Genesis 4-11

Day Two: Patriarchs

Concept of Covenant

Abraham

Isaac

Jacob

Joseph

Genesis in canon (OT & NT)

Due Dates & Instructions

All written assignments are due four weeks after the live class and must be emailed by midnight Eastern Standard Time of the correct date:  Oct. 30th, midnight.  You will also need to include a reading report indicating the amount of reading completed at this time.  Please make all email submissions to jwelch30@gmail.com  Please keep a digital copy on file until you have received your grade.  I will return your papers via email with comments.  
