Al-Khair Termly Overview (Spring 2011-2012)

Spring term overview Year 8G

English    Y8

Term:			Spring

Teacher:		Miss Jamila Elwahabi

What will we be covering this term?  
 
1st Half Term: In this half term students will learn about the different devices and styles of the Gothic genre, as both reader and writer, on plot and characterisation in fiction.  The plot will be used to explore the relationship between the writer, their intentions and the reader.
Students will focus on close reading and comparison, and on writing the opening of a Gothic story using a range of structural and language techniques to capture the reader’s attention. The first Assessment task is a Speaking and Listening activity, using group work to produce an audio tour for ‘Murder Manor’.
  
2nd Half Term:   In this half term students explores the techniques that Gothic writing uses to capture a reader’s interest. It looks at traditional and Gothic writing and encourages students to incorporate many of the techniques in their own original writing.
The second Assessment task focuses on writing to imagine, explore and entertain. Students are guided to produce the opening chapter for a horror story, following a structured plan with clear success criteria.


How will my child be assessed this term?

Homework is an integral part of on-going assessment. There will be 4 assessments over the whole term; therefore class participation is most necessary.

How can I help my child in this subject?

Encourage your child to read as this is a fundamental need in English.

Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?
Please feel free to contact me at the school from 9.00-16:00 if you have any questions or concerns
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Maths 

Term:			Spring 
Year:			8
Teacher:		Mr. A Mohamed

What will we be covering this term?

	Following topics will be covered from Impact Maths Book 3R: 

1st Half Term: 
Area, volume and measure (chapter 3). 
Average and spread (chapter 4).

The following topics will be covered:
	· Conversion between area units
	· Sectors and arcs

	· Circumference and area of a circle
	· Speed and other compound measures

	· Surface area of solids
	· Mean, mode, median and range

	· Volume and capacity
	· Finding the mean of grouped or continuous data

	· Conversion between volume units
	· Finding the median of grouped and continuous data 



2nd Half Term:
Complete average and spread (chapter 4)
Formula, equations and inequalities (chapter 5)  

Topics covered will include the following;
	· Solving linear equations
	· Changing the subject of a formula

	· Equations with two operations
	· Non-linear equations

	· Equations with brackets
	· Solving equations by trial and improvement

	· Equations with the variable on both side
	· Inequalities and inequalities on a number line

	· Writing and solving own equations
	· Solving combined inequalities

	· Fractional equations
	· Solving simultaneous equations

	· Substituting into formula
	

	· Rearranging formulae
	






How will my child be assessed this term?
There will be four assessments this term. The national curriculum expects the average students at this age and at this stage of their education to be working at a level 5b in mathematics. We have a mixed ability class and while students in this school generally exceed the national average, there is inevitably going to be some students who find maths challenging and who will not be working at this level. All summative assessments will be at least a level 5b but there will be differentiation for those pupils who are at either end of the ability spectrum. Assessment 1 will be a test on topics relating to chapter 3; area, volume and measure. This will assess pupils’ ability to recognise and use common 2-D representations of 3-D objects. They will be expected to be able to convert one metric unit to another. Students’ will also be required to show understanding and ability to use appropriate formulae to find the circumference and area of circles, areas of plane rectilinear figures and volume of cuboids when solving problems. Assessment 2 will also be an exam based assessment looking at pupils understanding of chapter 4; average and spread. This will assess pupils’ ability to use mathematics to analyse and interpret data. We will assess the students’ ability to interpret, discuss and synthesis information presented in a variety of mathematical forms, relating findings to the original context. Assessment 3 will comprise of pupils class work and homework. Homework will be issued three times a week and this will assess how will students are able to apply what they have learned in the lesson to tasks that they have to complete in their own time. Assessment 4 will be an end of term exam which will be made of everything we have learned in the year so far. This will be an extensive exam which will require sufficient revision and preparation. This will be a good opportunity to assess how much knowledge the students have retained. 

How can I help my child in this subject?
Students will benefit from having a designated quiet space in which they can study. They will need their scientific calculators and geometry sets for some of the topics. They should make a habit of practicing at home. Please also encourage your child to always check their homework before handing it in as this well help them self correct and is a vital element in their own self-assessment. All the diagrams including constraction work as well as graphs should be done with pencil only. Any missed homework will be flagged up through their dairies, so please check them.    

Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?
Please feel free to contact me at the school from 9.00-16:00 if you have any questions or concerns. Alternatively, leave a note in your son’s homework diary and I will try to give you a written response on the same day.


Science

Term:	Spring		
Year:8			
Teacher: Mrs S R Arain		

What will we be covering this term?

	
1st Half Term: 
In this half term students will study Particles and Materials 2- This unit examines the reactions of acids by considering relevant and familiar examples of these.  Pupils will also learn about metals and non-metals, acids alkalis and bases, corrosion, salts, making a salt precipitating salts and using salts. Pupils will be doing experimental work to enhance their understanding of many different reactions. This topic builds on earlier work on reactions.  
 
2nd Half Term: 
In this half term students will study Interdependence 2 - This unit considers the effects of human activity on the environment and how the damage caused can be limited.  This unit also covers, microbes, history of disease, methods of transmission of disease, disease prevention, vaccines and medicines.





How will my child be assessed this term?
1st Half Term:  
Mid-term assessment: Experiment write up – Chemical Reactions
End-term assessment:  End of topic test on Chemical Reactions
Mid-term assessment: Rubbish collection
End-term assessment:  End of term Exam on Chemical Reactions  and interdependence  


How can I help my child in this subject?
Your son will benefit from having access to scientific books, encyclopaedias or science websites.  It would be advisable for parents to regularly ask their children about the class work/home work as a way of helping them revise and analyse what they are taught.




Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?
You can contact me at the school or alternatively, leave a note in your child’s homework diary. 



Quran

Term:			Spring

Year:			8

Teacher:		Mr. S Y Ali

What will we be covering this term?

	

1st Half Term: In this half term students will memorise from surah Al-Balad to Al-Layl. They will also be studying the main tajweed rules in this surah to aid correct recitation of the surah.  

2nd Half Term: In this half term students will memorise from surah Ad-Duha to Al-Alaq. They will also be studying the main tajweed rules in this surah to aid correct recitation of the surah.  





How will my child be assessed this term?

Your son will be assessed through class participation, memorisation of the verses and the end of term test. 

How can I help my child in this subject?

Your son will benefit from having access to audio copies of the Quran. They can listen to the verses they are supposed to memorise which will aid their memorisation of the ayat. 

Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?
Please feel free to contact me at the school from 9.00-16:00 if you have any questions or concerns. Alternatively, leave a note in your son’s homework diary and I will try to give you a written response on the same day.


Religious Studies

Term:			Spring

Year:			8

Teacher:		Mr. S Y Ali

What will we be covering this term?

	
In the Religious Studies lessons students will cover the Tafseer of the portion of the chapters of the Quran they are memorising so that they can understand what those particular chapters are about.
 
They will also memorise the hadith covered from An-Nawawi’s forty. This term we will endeavour to memorise some of the shorter hadith and inshAllah come back to the lengthier ones later. Students will also be covering the translation of each hadith and given an explanation in addition to that so that they can understand what a particular hadith means and how it relates to our lives today.
 




How will my child be assessed this term?

Your son will be assessed through class participation, memorisation of the hadith and the end of term test. 

How can I help my child in this subject?

Your son will benefit from having access to websites where they can read about the Forty hadith further and they will also benefit from access to audio files in which the hadith are recited to help them memorise. 

Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?
Please feel free to contact me at the school from 9.00-16:00 if you have any questions or concerns. Alternatively, leave a note in your son’s homework diary and I will try to give you a written response on the same day.


Arabic

Term:			Spring

Year:			8

Teacher:		Mr. S Y Ali

What will we be covering this term?

	
1st Half Term: Students will be studying Arabic from the book العربية بين يديك (Al-Arabuyyatu bayna Yadayk). In this half term we will be covering chapter 7 الدراسة (Education). We will cover new target language associated with this topic then cover exercises designed to improve students listening, reading and writing skills.

2nd Half Term: In this half term we will study Chapter 8, العمل (Work). The chapter will introduce new target language for the students to be able to converse about the particular situation. There are additional exercises for students to improve their pronunciation and handwriting. Various grammar components will also be continued in this term.





How will my child be assessed this term?

Pupils will be assessed using a combination of classroom participation, homework, class tests and end of term exams.

How can I help my child in this subject?

Keeping in mind that most parents will not have the ability to offer extensive help to their children in this particular subject, it is imperative that you insure that they complete the work they are set for homework. The dialogues in each chapter have audio files associated with them. These files have been given to each student with the text book. Please try to ensure your son regularly listens to the dialogues and reads the text to improve pronunciation and to aid memorisation of the vocabulary.

Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?
Please feel free to contact me at the school from 9.00-16:00 if you have any questions or concerns. Alternatively, leave a note in your son’s homework diary and I will try to give you a written response on the same day.


History

Term:			Spring

Year:			year 8 boys and girls

Teacher:		Mr. Abdul Fattah Hussain

What will we be covering this term?

	
1st Half Term: 
This term we will use the Renaissance as a stepping stone to explore how Britain became a nation. We will first explore the fragmented nature of the kingdoms in Britain, then explore the policies of the Tudors and the religious conflict that the Renaissance gave birth too.  We will then explore the events which lead to the English civil war. 

2nd Half Term: 
In the second term pupils will focus on Oliver Cromwell’s protectorate and the restoration. We will explore how wealth enabled Britain to unite further and gain an overseas empire which affects all of us. This module is very important for the understanding of the society that we live in. This unit have cross curricular links with English, Geography, Citizenship and RE.





How will my child be assessed this term?

The pupil will be assessed on quality of homework (4 will be assessed), on a half term test either verbal or written and final end of term exam.

How can I help my child in this subject?

Encouragement, praise, ensuring that they do their homework. Checking their diaries. Not allowing them to just copy and paste things from the web. Encouraging them to read around the subject. Using resource tools such as BBC bitesize, www.schoolhistory.co.uk etc.  Purchasing the book The Making of the United Kingdom will also help.

Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?
Please feel free to contact me at the school from 9.00-16:00 if you have any questions or concerns. Alternatively, leave a note in your son’s homework diary and I will try to give you a written response on the same day. Alternatively write to me on abdulfattah.hussain@alkhairschool.org.uk


Geography

Term:		Spring

Year:		8

Teacher:	Mrs Najeeb


What will we be covering this term?
1st Half Term:

Industry – Students will be learning about the different jobs and working conditions in primary, secondary and tertiary industries. They will look at how these combine and link together. 

Resources and the Environment – Students will look at how resources we have are being used in the world and what we can do to prevent wasting them. They will investigate the impacts of wasting resources on the environment. 


2nd Half Term:	

Population – Students will learn about the factors affecting population. Using examples of countries with a different population structures, they will investigate similarities and differences and look at the reasons and impacts for these. 





How will my child be assessed this term?

Assessment will be based on class discussions, class work, weekly homework and an end of term written exam.

How can I help my child in this subject?

Encouraging your child to read credible newspapers and keeping up to date with current affairs on the news will prove to be very beneficial.

Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?

Please feel free to contact me at school from 8.30am-3.50pm, if you have any questions or concerns.  You may also leave a written message in your child’s homework diary. Alternatively, email science.physicsteacher@gmail.com


Citizenship

Term:		Spring

Year:		8

Teacher:	Mrs Ayesha Anwar Mughal


What will we be covering this term?
Conflict	In this unit pupils investigate a current conflict in the world. They learn about the different ways the media cover conflict situations and the effect this can have on our understanding and opinions of events. They analyse information from a range of sources to identify key issues and events. Pupils find out how ordinary people are affected by violent events and how governments and voluntary organisations work to protect human rights and alleviate the consequences of these events. 



How will my child be assessed this term?

Assessment will be based on class discussions, class work and weekly homework.

How can I help my child in this subject?

Encouraging your child to read credible newspapers and keeping up to date with current affairs on the news will prove to be very beneficial.

Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?

Please feel free to contact me at school from 8.30am-3.50pm, if you have any questions or concerns.  You may also email me on: ayesha.mughal@alkhairschool.org.uk.

