Child Protection Policy
Policy statement:

1. Every pupil should feel safe and protected from any form of abuse which, in this policy, means any kind of neglect, non-accidental physical injury, sexual exploitation or emotional ill-treatment.

2. Our policy and our commitment at Al-Khair School is to take all reasonable measures to safeguard and promote the welfare of each pupil in our care and:

2.1. to ensure that we practice safe recruitment in checking the suitability of staff and volunteers to work with children and young people.

2.2. to protect each pupil from any form of abuse, whether from an adult or another pupil.

2.3. to be alert to signs of abuse both in the School and from outside.

2.4. to deal appropriately with every suspicion or complaint of abuse.

2.5. to design and operate procedures which promote this policy and which, so far as possible, ensure that teachers and others who are innocent are not prejudiced by false allegations.

2.6. to support any child who has been abused, in accordance with his/her agreed child protection plan.

2.7. to be alert to the needs of children with medical conditions.

2.8. to operate robust and sensible health and safety procedures.

2.9. to take all practicable steps to ensure that school premises are as secure as circumstances permit.

2.10. to operate clear and supportive policies on drugs, alcohol and substance misuse.

2.11. to consider and develop procedures to deal with any other safeguarding issues which may be specific to individual children in our schools or in our local area.

2.12. to have regard to guidance issued by the Secretary of State for Education and Skills in accordance with section 157 Education Act 2002 and associated regulations.

2.13. to establish and maintain an ethos where students feel secure and are encouraged to talk and are listened to.

2.14. to ensure students know that there are adults in the School whom they can approach if they are worried or in difficulty.

2.15. to uphold and develop each student’s self-esteem, security, confidence, assertiveness, independence and personal safety skills.

2.16. to help students to acquire skills and attitudes to stand against abuse in their own lives and to prepare them for responsibilities, including parenthood, in their adult lives.

2.17. to encourage all students towards a positive self-image.

2.18. to help students to make reasoned, informed choices, judgements and decisions.

2.19. to establish effective communication between students, teachers, parents and support agencies.

2.20. to provide guidelines for all Al-Khair School staff in cases of suspected or disclosed abuse.

3. Every complaint or suspicion of an abuse from within or outside the School will be investigated and in all proper circumstances will be referred to an external agency such as the social services department of the local authority (SSD) or the child protection unit of the police (CPU). An anonymous report will be acted upon in the same manner as any other report but this fact will be kept in mind when considering the context of allegation.

A more comprehensive child protection policy is available from the front desk at school  will be supplied to parents and pupils upon request.

