English  

Term:			Autumn

Year:			8

Teacher:		Ms Afshan Siddiqui

What will we be covering this term?

	
1st Half Term: Students will be studying classical poetry. They will develop their analytical and interpretation skills in examining the vocabulary, structure and themes of poems as well as writing their own poetry.  Students will also work on empathising with characters and understand their motives behind their decisions and actions, through written work as well as role play. Students will also use this knowledge to debate characters’ morality and practise argument and persuasive writing skills in various written and pictoral forms.

2nd Half Term: Students will be looking at how to create dramatic effect through the choice of language and style of writing used. They will also examine the different forms of letter writing and understand the conventions applicable. Recounts and newspaper reports will also feature in this half term. Further, improvement of the rules of grammar will also be emphasised as a way of refreshing and consolidating these basic but essential skills for a higher standard of writing.






How will my child be assessed this term?

Homework is an integral part of ongoing assessment. Please refer to your child’s timetable for the days when homework is given. Students will be expected to contribute to class discussions. As the term progresses we will start having regular timed practice questions which are done in exam conditions; the results will influence end of term reports. 

How can I help my child in this subject?

Students will benefit from having a designated quiet space in which they can study. They should make a habit of working with a dictionary and thesaurus by their side. Please encourage your child to always read through their homework before handing it in as this will help them to self-correct any silly mistakes and is a vital element in their own self-assessment. Any missed homework will be flagged up through their diaries, so please do check them. Personal reading habits should also be encouraged; even ten minutes a day will improve their standard of English.

Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?
Please feel free to contact me at the school from 9.00-12:30 if you have any questions or concerns. 




Religious Studies 

Term:			Spring

Year:			8

Teacher:		Mr. S Y Ali

What will we be covering this term?

	
1st Half Term: Students will be studying the Tafseer (explaination) of Juz Amma (The last volume of the Quran. We will continue from surah Al-Qadr to Surah Ash-Sharh.
We will also cover supplications for Morning and Evening from the book Hisn Al-Muslim and stories from the Ahadith of the Prophet SAW and the lives of the companions of the Prophet SAW.

2nd Half Term: We will continue with our Tafseer lessons. We will also continue to cover supplications for Morning and evening from the book Hisn Al-Muslim and stories from the Ahadith of the Prophet SAW and the lives of the companions of the Prophet SAW.





How will my child be assessed this term?

Your son will be assessed through class participation, memorisation of the supplications and the end of term test. 

How can I help my child in this subject?

Your son will benefit from having access to Tafseer books either at home or Tafseer websites. You can also help them by listening to the supplications they are supposed to memorise. It would be advisable for parents to regularly ask their children about the ahadith and stories we study at school as a way of helping them revise and analyse what they are taught.

Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?
Please feel free to contact me at the school from 9.00-16:00 if you have any questions or concerns. Alternatively, leave a note in your son’s homework diary and I will try to give you a written response on the same day.






Arabic

Term:			Spring

Year:			8

Teacher:		Mr. S Y Ali

What will we be covering this term?

	
1st Half Term: Students will be studying Arabic from the book العربية بين يديك (Al-Arabuyyatu bayna Yadayk). We started this book in the spring term of the 2008-2009 academic year, and shall be continuing with it. In this half term we will be covering chapter 9 التسوق (Shopping). We will cover new target language associated with this topic then cover exercises designed to improve students listening, reading and writing skills.

2nd Half Term: In this half term we will study chapter 10. Chapter 10 is الجو (Weather). The chapter will introduce new target language for the students to be able to converse about the particular situation. There are additional exercises for students to improve their pronunciation and handwriting. The grammar component will also be continued in this term.





How will my child be assessed this term?

Pupils will be assessed using a combination of classroom participation, homework, class tests and end of term exams.

How can I help my child in this subject?

Keeping in mind that most parents will not have the ability to offer extensive help to their children in this particular subject, it is imperative that you insure that they complete the work they are set for homework. The dialogues in each chapter have audio files associated with them. These files have been given to each student with the text book. Please try to ensure your son regularly listens to the dialogues and reads the text to improve pronunciation and to aid memorisation of the vocabulary.

Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?
Please feel free to contact me at the school from 9.00-16:00 if you have any questions or concerns. Alternatively, leave a note in your son’s homework diary and I will try to give you a written response on the same day.

Geography  

Term:			Spring 

Year:			8

Teacher:		Ms Mariam Amele 

What will we be covering this term?

	
1st Half Terms: Pupils in year 8 will be studying the unit ‘Resources and the environment’. They will look at how the environment may be damaged by the misuse of resources and learn how it may be protected by careful management. They will come to understand how we use the earth’s resources, recognise the need to recycle waste materials and reduce energy consumption. Before the end of half term pupils will start the next unit which is ‘Weathering, rivers and coasts’. 

2nd Half Term: In the second half of the term pupils will continue studying rivers and coasts. This unit will explain how rivers, valleys and coasts are affected by erosion, transportation and deposition. It also looks at how coastal erosion can cause severe problems for people. Pupils will finish off the term studying the unit ‘World issues’. They will learn about some of the major problems facing our world including global warming, the problems of food/water shortage and about poverty.  




How will my child be assessed this term?

Homework is an integral part of ongoing assessment. Pupils will also be assessed through end of unit tests, which they will be notified about well in advance. 

How can I help my child in this subject?

It is recommended that each pupil develops their own glossary. Encourage your child to learn the meaning and the correct spelling of key geographical terms. Please ensure that your childis up to date with their homework.

Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?

Please feel free to contact me at the school if you have any questions or concerns. 
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History



Term:			Spring



Year:			8



Teacher:		Mr. Abdul Fattah Hussain



What will we be covering this term?



		

1st Half Term:  This term the focus will be on improving their written skills. We will study Ancient Egyptians, Greeks, Byzantines and Vikings.  The objectives will be to increase our understanding of world history, interpretation, independent thought, vocabulary and expression. 

2nd Half Term: Pupils will study the Muslim dynasties, the Crusades, Mongols, and the Samurai and the world of the Shogun.  It is hoped that by the end of the term pupils will be able to express themselves better and have an increased enthusiasm for the subject.











How will my child be assessed this term?



Pupils will be assessed on their written work as well as exams. 



How can I help my child in this subject?



Read the work with them. Help them in their written work. See to it that they are using the computer for research.



Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?

Please feel free to contact me at the school from 9.00-16:00 if you have any questions or concerns. Alternatively, leave a note in your son’s homework diary and I will try to give you a written response on the same day.
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Science      Term:       S pring     Year:       8     Teacher:     Mr . S. Ahmed     What will we be covering this term?    

  1 st   Half Term:   Students will study Respiration. What happens to food molecules after  digestion? How does oxygen get into the blood? How does oxygen and glucose reach the  cells? How does the heart pump the blood around the body? Who unravelled the mysteries of  circulation ? Heating and cooling . What’s the temp. and heat energy? What are conductors  and insulators? Expanding and contracting, Convection and radiation.   2nd Half Term:  Pupils will study  the   unit on   rocks and weathering and the rock cycle. What  the rocks are made of ? The three different types of rocks   and how the are formed. What  is weathering? How the rain  and temperature affects the rocks? What is transport and  what happens during transport? Be a ble to draw the rock cycle.    

    How will my child   be assessed this term?     Pupils will be assessed using a combination of classroom participation, homework, class tests  and end of term exams.     How can I help my child in this subject?     Students must go over  their work every day and can visit the local library and read scientific  magazines . Pupils must read through their work eve ry night and ask him what was   learnt today.     Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?   Please fe el free to contac t me at the school from 9.00 - 16:0 0 if you have any questions or  concerns.   Alternatively, leave a note in your son’s homework diary and I will try to give you a  written response on the same day.  
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Science 



Term:			Spring



Year:			8



Teacher:		Mr. S. Ahmed



What will we be covering this term?



		

1st Half Term: Students will study Respiration. What happens to food molecules after digestion? How does oxygen get into the blood? How does oxygen and glucose reach the cells? How does the heart pump the blood around the body? Who unravelled the mysteries of circulation? Heating and cooling . What’s the temp. and heat energy? What are conductors and insulators? Expanding and contracting, Convection and radiation.

2nd Half Term: Pupils will study the unit on rocks and weathering and the rock cycle. What the rocks are made of ? The three different types of rocks and how the are formed. What is weathering? How the rain  and temperature affects the rocks? What is transport and what happens during transport? Be able to draw the rock cycle.











How will my child be assessed this term?



Pupils will be assessed using a combination of classroom participation, homework, class tests and end of term exams.



How can I help my child in this subject?



Students must go over their work every day and can visit the local library and read scientific magazines. Pupils must read through their work every night and ask him what was learnt today.



Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?

Please feel free to contact me at the school from 9.00-16:00 if you have any questions or concerns. Alternatively, leave a note in your son’s homework diary and I will try to give you a written response on the same day.
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ICT     Term:       Spring     Year:       8     Teacher:     Ms A  Mohamed     What will we be covering this term?    

  1 st   Half Term:   SPREADSHEET MODELLING   Students will be building on previous knowledge on this topic.  They w ill review ho w to use a  spreadsheet effectively , format   cells, display data in charts, and use a spreadsheet to  calculate outcomes. Students wi ll learn how to use functions   including SUM, AVE RAGE, MAX,  MIN  and  IF THEN formulae.   Various financial models will be looked to which students can relate to. Stude nts  will learn  how they can be used to  predict an outcome, identify rules and  variables  along   with  increasing   the functions of the model.       2 nd   Half Term:   INFORMATION: RELIABILITY, VALIDITY AND BIAS     S tudents will  be learning how to assess validity of informat ion. They will be able to identify  biased and inaccurate information and avoid that which they deem to be unreliable. They will  also develop techniques to help them search effectively. They will be producing   a PowerPoint  on   a contentious issue and will be gathering information from various sources in order to  make it unbiased. They will learn to consid er the usefulness, reliability    and bias of the  information they collect and use.  

    How will my child   be assessed this term?     Homework is an integral part of ongoing assessment. Please refer to your child’s timetable for  the days when homework is given. In addition to this, your son will also be a ssessed by weekly  homework assignments and end of unit projects which will be hand ed in .      How can I help my child in this subject?     Please  ensure that your son  is up to date with weekly assignments. All work is carried out using  Microsoft 2007 so it would be of benefit for your son to have the same software package at  home.   For majorit y of lessons students are emailed electronic copies of homework along with  other worksheets.     Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?     Please feel free to contact  me at the school from 11.20 am - 11.40 am   and 13.20 pm - 14.20 pm . You  may also leave a written message in your son ’ s homework diary or  email me at  afsha.alkhair@googlemail.com . The best method to contact me is via email.  
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ICT



Term:			Spring



Year:			8



Teacher:		Ms A Mohamed



What will we be covering this term?



		

1st Half Term: SPREADSHEET MODELLING

Students will be building on previous knowledge on this topic. They will review how to use a spreadsheet effectively, format cells, display data in charts, and use a spreadsheet to calculate outcomes. Students will learn how to use functions including SUM, AVERAGE, MAX, MIN  and IF THEN formulae.

Various financial models will be looked to which students can relate to. Students will learn how they can be used to predict an outcome, identify rules and variables along with increasing the functions of the model.





2nd Half Term: INFORMATION: RELIABILITY, VALIDITY AND BIAS 

Students will be learning how to assess validity of information. They will be able to identify biased and inaccurate information and avoid that which they deem to be unreliable. They will also develop techniques to help them search effectively. They will be producing a PowerPoint on a contentious issue and will be gathering information from various sources in order to make it unbiased. They will learn to consider the usefulness, reliability  and bias of the information they collect and use.









How will my child be assessed this term?



Homework is an integral part of ongoing assessment. Please refer to your child’s timetable for the days when homework is given. In addition to this, your son will also be assessed by weekly homework assignments and end of unit projects which will be handed in. 



How can I help my child in this subject?



Please ensure that your son is up to date with weekly assignments. All work is carried out using Microsoft 2007 so it would be of benefit for your son to have the same software package at home. For majority of lessons students are emailed electronic copies of homework along with other worksheets.



Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?



Please feel free to contact me at the school from 11.20am-11.40am and 13.20pm-14.20pm. You may also leave a written message in your son’s homework diary or email me at afsha.alkhair@googlemail.com. The best method to contact me is via email.
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Science        Term:       Spring     Year:       8     Teacher:     Ms  Mariam Amele      What will we be covering this term?    

1 st   Half Term:   The year 8’s will begin the term by studying the unit ‘Respiration’. They will  learn that respiration is a chemical reaction that occurs i n the cells to produce energy. Pupils  will look at how cells are supplied with the materials they need for respiration, which will  involve them learning about the circulatory system. Pupils will learn about the different  theories that scientists in the pas t used to explain the circulation of blood in the body  including that of the famous Muslim doctor Ibn an - Nafis.  The next unit studied will be  ‘Environmental chemistry’. Pupils will learn that rocks, soils and building materials have a  variety of chemical c haracteristics. They will examine processes such as chemical weathering  which alter rocks and building materials over time. They will also consider how the  environment  –   specifically the atmosphere and water resources  –   are affected by the  activity of huma ns.       2 nd   Half Term:   At the start of   the half term pupils will be learning about  ‘ Light’ .  They will  build on their knowledge of light and its effects and will be able to describe how we see  objects. Pupils will also gain an understanding of how light can  be reflected and refracted  and will also learn to explain the appearance of coloured objects.  Lastly pupils will study the  unit ‘Fit and healthy’. They will find out how the human respiratory, digestive and circulatory  systems interact to maintain activity . Pupils will also learn about the functions of the  skeleton and about ways in which diet, exercise, smoking and drugs affect health.   

    How will my child be assessed this term?     Homework is an integral part of ongoing assessment.  Pupils will also be asse ssed through end of  unit tests, which they will be notified about well in advance.      How can I help my child in this subject?     It is recommended that each pupil develops their own glossary. Encourage your child to learn  the meaning and the correct spelling   of  key  geographical terms. Please ensure that your son is  up to date with his homework.     Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?     Please feel free to contact  me at the school   if you have any questions or concerns.       
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Science  


Term:


Spring

Year:


8

Teacher:

Ms Mariam Amele 


What will we be covering this term?


		1st Half Term: The year 8’s will begin the term by studying the unit ‘Respiration’. They will learn that respiration is a chemical reaction that occurs in the cells to produce energy. Pupils will look at how cells are supplied with the materials they need for respiration, which will involve them learning about the circulatory system. Pupils will learn about the different theories that scientists in the past used to explain the circulation of blood in the body including that of the famous Muslim doctor Ibn an-Nafis. The next unit studied will be ‘Environmental chemistry’. Pupils will learn that rocks, soils and building materials have a variety of chemical characteristics. They will examine processes such as chemical weathering which alter rocks and building materials over time. They will also consider how the environment – specifically the atmosphere and water resources – are affected by the activity of humans.  


2nd Half Term: At the start of the half term pupils will be learning about ‘Light’. They will build on their knowledge of light and its effects and will be able to describe how we see objects. Pupils will also gain an understanding of how light can be reflected and refracted and will also learn to explain the appearance of coloured objects. Lastly pupils will study the unit ‘Fit and healthy’. They will find out how the human respiratory, digestive and circulatory systems interact to maintain activity. Pupils will also learn about the functions of the skeleton and about ways in which diet, exercise, smoking and drugs affect health. 





How will my child be assessed this term?


Homework is an integral part of ongoing assessment. Pupils will also be assessed through end of unit tests, which they will be notified about well in advance. 

How can I help my child in this subject?


It is recommended that each pupil develops their own glossary. Encourage your child to learn the meaning and the correct spelling of key geographical terms. Please ensure that your son is up to date with his homework.


Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?


Please feel free to contact me at the school if you have any questions or concerns. 
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History     Term:       Spring     Year:       8     Teacher:     Mr . Abdul Fattah Hussain     What will we be covering this term?    

  1 st   Half Term:     This term the focus will be on improving their written skills. We will study  Ancient Egyptians, Greeks, Byzantines and Vikings.  The objectives will be to increase our  understanding of world history, interpretation, independent thought, vocabulary and  exp ression.    2nd Half Term:  Pupils will study   the Muslim dynasties, the  Crusades, Mongols, and the  Samurai and the world of the Shogun .  It is hoped that by the end of the term pupils will be  ab le to express themselves better and have an increased enthusiasm  for the subject.    

    How will my child   be assessed this term?     Pupils will be assessed on their written work as well as exams.      How can I help my child in this subject?     Read the work with them. Help them in their written work. See to it that they are  using the  computer for research.     Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress in this subject?   Please feel free to contac t me at the school from 9.00 - 16:0 0 if you have any questions or  concerns.   Alternatively, leave a note in your son’s h omework diary and I will try to give you a  written response on the same day.  


