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Minutes
Annual General Meeting 
2 June, 2011
Mapleton Park Lodge, Moncton NB

In attendance
Board: Alyre Chiasson, George Brun, Winston Jones, John Russell, , David MacDonald, David Holtz, Other members & visitors: Gabriel Belliveau, Don LeBlanc, Donald Donovan, Mélanie Godin, Kate Underhill, Tom Johnson, Terri

Staff: , Susan Linkletter (coordinator), Jacinthe Roberge (staff), Amy 
Meeting started around 7 pm.  Agenda was circulated.

Water Quality Reports (WQR) on CD were handed out to board members.
Susan presented a summary of 2010 projects and activities. Here are some highlights:

Results of water quality monitoring were much the same, some getting worse.

30 sites monitored up to 3 times during the year - to be cut to 22 sites once per year 2011.

YSI needs to be fixed.

Reported non-compliance.

River cleanups

Educational projects

Envirothon NB 2010

Pollet River Habitat Assessment

Fish Trip Monitoring – 10 groups involved. Summary in WQR.
75 tree swallow nesting boxes

Community events, meetings, reports and presentations

On-line Farmers Market – 20 registered farms; Kate manages it.

Financial statement was circulated (ended March 31, 2011 not 2010 as written).

Sources of funding were:

$39,000 ETF


   5,000 WTF


  16,000 program for Kate’s salary (still to be received)

In kind - YMCA for Mel’s salary (fully covered)


    5,000   Royal Bank



-  TD


   32,000 Habitat Stewardship Project (final report being reviewed)

  In kind - ESRI grant for GIS software

Alyre moved, David MacDonald seconded approval of financial report ending March 31, 2011.  Accepted (consensus).

Proposed budget for April 2011 to March 2012, which was circulated, was reviewed.  Potential projects for 2011 were listed, along with projects whose funding has been approved.  An amount owing of $8000 from a 2010 project will enter into the 2011 financial statements.  $35,000 was requested from ETF for the Integrated Watershed Management Plan and only $6000 was approved. There are still many unknowns and lack of funding approvals to carry out normal program.
The board is to meet in 2 to 3 weeks.  Dept of Env has requested a meeting with board representatives.  

It was requested that we ask ETF about the evaluation process.  ETF doesn’t want to fund water quality monitoring every year, just once per 2 to 5 years.

There was discussion on projects and funding; reasons for cuts from ETF and possibilities.

Riverfest – this idea has been launched by some groups.

An election of officers was held.  The new slate of officers is as follows:

President – John Russell

Vice President – Georges Brun

Secretary – Jacinthe Roberge

Treasurer – Jim Sinclair

Positions were filled by acclamation.  Approved unanimously.

Request for additional board members was heard.  Gabriel Belliveau is interested, as is Mélanie Godin.  The names of Guy Gautreau of Memramcook, and Yolande Leblanc (birding club – club d’ornithologie de Memramcook) were also suggested.  These people can be appointed by the board.

Vanessa Roy-McDougall, Executive Director of Nature NB presented the Citizen Science program being initiated by Nature NB.  Interested citizens are encouraged to select and monitor an Ecologically Significant Area (ESA).  .  The webportal at www.naturenb.ca can be used to register either as a 1) Natural Area Steward or 2) Natural Area Sweeper. This is part of the Biodiverisity Stewardship Program

Nature NB also hold camps for kids (this year is the third year for the day camp at Irishtown Nature Park).

Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.

