
A few weeks ago I was listening 

to the radio and I came across an 

interview between two students 

at Dalhousie University and the 

host of the morning news show 

on News 91.9. They were talking 

about water problems in other 

countries and promoting water 

conservation in Atlantic Canada. 

The interviewer began question-

ing the students as to why they 

were promoting water conserva-

tion when we obviously have so 

much water in this part of the 

country. The students had trouble 

answering this question because 

we do have a lot of freshwater 

resources in this part of the coun-

try and unless we are in the mid-

dle of an extended dry period 

with water levels at the Turtle 

Creek reservoir dropping faster 

than they can be replenished, 

water conservation is a tough 

sell.  Perhaps in this region 

we need to focus more on 

sustainable water re-

sources, which includes 

water conservation meas-

ures.  Because freshwater 

drops from the sky into our 

rivers and lakes almost 

daily here in the Petit-

codiac Watershed we really 

donôt worry too much 

about itôs abundance, and 

we tend to take it all for 

granted.  The problem in 

our watershed is more that 

our freshwater resources  

tend to end up polluted 

before they get to the 

ocean, and are not capable 

of supporting  all of the 

aquatic life that should be 

there. These are the types 

of problems that are con-

tributing to a society that is 

non-sustainable. We have 

to begin changing how we 

view our water resources 

while we still have them. 

Most communities and 

individuals underestimate 

the impact that they have 

on their watershed. We 

need to look  at some of the 

problems that we have in 

our watershed and try to 

solve them together. This 

will require the cooperation 

of  landowners, municipali-

ties, business owners and 

especially our watershed 

citizens who need to start 

asking that  our govern-

ments begin enforcing the 

laws and standards that are 

there to protect our com-

mon natural resources. 

 

Coordinators Update  

River Clean-up  September 27th, 2008 

The Petitcodiac Watershed Alli-

ance, along with the Riverkeepers 

planned a river clean-up on Sep-

tember 27th that was a resounding 

success. Over 30 community 

members participated in this event 

and truckloads of garbage were 

cleaned up from the banks of 

Humphries Brook.  We want to 

take this opportunity to 

thank all of the volunteers 

who participated in this 

event. A special thank-you 

goes to students of Atlantic 

Baptist University who  

turned out by the dozens to 

help us with this event, and 

to the local residents in the 

neighborhood who bagged 

garbage along the trails 

before the day of the clean-

up.  We could not have 

done it without you. 
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