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Addictions

It is God’s will that we live free from everything that holds us in bondage.  Smoking, drinking, drugs, pornography, eating addictions or anything else that has your life in a stronghold you can be set free through Jesus Christ. It’s important for you to take the first step in acknowledging your addiction, second step is to hunger to be free from it, and the third step is to ask the LORD to help you. He will if you trust Him and His word! Below are Scriptures to help you. 
· 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NIV) Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.

· 1 John 3:8 (NIV) He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.

· Luke 4:18-19 (NIV) "The Spirit of the Lord is on me (JESUS), because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."

· Jude 1:24-25 (NIV) To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy— to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.

· Romans 12:1-2 (NIV) Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

· James 4:7-10 (NIV) Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.

Anger

Getting angry is not a sin. How we respond in our anger will determine if we are sinning.  Violence, cursing and other unwholesome language, verbally abusive, demeaning and belittling in our words, outbursts and reactions similar to this is out of control anger and not pleasing to GOD. God is “slow to anger abounding in love” and that is our example.  Typically at the root of anger is fear and its unaddressed fear that opens the channel many times for anger outbursts.   

As people we will have times of becoming angry however we must remember to act with the character of Christ who is within us and be “slow to anger, abounding in love” toward one another as GOD is toward us therefore when anger comes we must release it immediately and not allow it to overwhelm us and move us into a place where we sin against God, one another and ourselves. If you struggle with anger, make the decision today to be proactive NOT reactive when faced with situations that anger you.   

· Ephesians 4:20-32 (NIV) You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body. "In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold. He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands that he may have something to share with those in need. Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

· Colossians 3:8 (NIV) But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.

· Proverbs 29:22 An angry man stirs up dissension, and a hot-tempered one commits many sins.

· Ecclesiastes 7:9 (NIV) Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger resides in the lap of fools.

· Proverbs 19:11 (NIV) A man's wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to overlook an offense.

· Proverbs 14:29 (NLT) People with understanding control their anger; a hot temper shows great foolishness.
Depression/Discouragement

In today’s times it’s very easy for people to fall into depression (not clinical) or discouragement. Cost of living is high and incomes are not. We see more breakdowns in the family structure. People are hurting spiritually, emotionally, mentally, physically and certainly spiritually. As a result we see depression and discouragement on the rise! People are searching and seeking out all sorts of angles to “feel better” or to “find themselves” or to feel “peace”.  If you are seeking look no further. JESUS IS THE ANSWER TRULY.  I can attest to you that over the years of my life when trouble was on the rise, when my emotions were hurting and damaged, when faced with crisis situations JESUS NEVER FAILED ME!  I’m going to be perfectly honest with you if we don’t have a relationship with the LORD daily then when hell rises up against you – you will not have the faith to stand firmly on His word because you won’t know His word. Don’t wait until hell hits you in your home, health or heart (relationships) or finances to cry out to JESUS….cry out to him out of love and worship right now. Establish a daily prayer and devotional life beyond a church experience. Christianity is more than going to church. Going to church is a part of what we do as Christians born out of a relationship with Christ.  The key is relationship is FIRST.  

The enemy wants you to be depressed and discouraged because he knows that will hinder your ability to walk by faith and to trust in God’s word.  Depression and discouragement also give life to doubt and doubt is the opposite of faith.  If you are feeling depressed or discouraged I want to encourage you that the Lord loves you and you are not alone.  Trust in the LORD, decide to be joyful regardless of what you face and pray the Word of the Lord over yourself.  Pray the Word by faith for the Bible says, “We walk by faith and not by sight”.   

· Psalm 121:1-2 (NIV) I lift up my eyes to the hills—where does my help come from? My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.

· Isaiah 50:7 (NIV) Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.

· Nehemiah 8:10(NIV) The joy of the Lord is my strength.

· Psalm 51:10-12 (NIV) Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

· Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

· Romans 8:28 (NIV) And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

Deliverance

What has a hold on you? Bad habits, over eating, splurging and spending money you don’t have to spend, smoking, gossip, lying, anger, bitterness, unforgiveness, stealing, pride, arrogance, lust, etc. God has provided for you through Christ that you would live delivered, healed and whole. The Lord offers you abundant life (John 10:10) while satan desires to destroy your life. Who will you follow?  Walk away from whatever is holding you captive by making the decision today that you want to be free. Secondly, believe that Jesus will set you free if you ask Him, trust in Him and obey His word. Take an action step toward your freedom by trusting in the Lord and then saturate your mind in the Word of God.  Surround yourself with Christians that are living the Word and whom will support you on your journey.   
· John 8:31,32, 34-36 (NIV) To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

· Romans 7:21-25 (NIV) So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner being I delight in God's law; but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.

Fear

Fear grips, cripples and can even paralyze a person from accomplishing all God has set forth for them to do.  Fear is a tool in the hands of satan one which he enjoys using on God’s people but when you stand on God’s word and know that you DO NOT have to fear, you will overcome when fear attacks you and you will push ahead by faith.  If you struggle with fear, phobias, fear of failure, fear of rejection, fear of public speaking or any other fear, release it today. Cast that care upon God. I HAD TO! Read and apply His word in your life and remember we walk by faith and not by sight.  We do not have to be afraid with GOD on our side.

· 2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

· Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

· Isaiah 41:10 Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

· Psalm 46:1-2 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea…

· John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

· Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

· Isaiah 54:17 no weapon forged against you will prevail, and you will refute every tongue that accuses you. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and this is their vindication from me," declares the LORD.
Forgiveness

This is probably one of the most difficult things for us to do as human beings. Some of the most difficult areas and persons to forgive are those whom you trusted that manipulated, violated, used, abused (physically, verbally or sexually) and betrayed you in some way. At times one may forgive but they certainly never forget the pain they endured.  I will be honest with you and say that this has been a difficult area for me and what I had to learn to do was # 1 release myself from dealing with toxic people (personalities that were hurtful and destructive to me), #2 I realized that forgiving didn’t mean I had to continue to allow a person(s) to hurt me. #3 I pray for those individuals because that keeps my heart from becoming bitter and hardened and #4 which is the most important is that I remind myself that GOD THE FATHER, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST MY LORD AND SAVIOR, has forgiven me through my repentance. He has shown me great goodness and mercy.

If there is someone you need to forgive do it today. Don’t allow them to have control over your joy, peace or life another moment. Forgive them and then pray for them with a genuine heart. Remember forgiveness doesn’t mean that you have to continue to allow that person to harm you emotionally or physically but forgiveness is more an act of obedience unto GOD and it sets your emotions free and allows your heart to be open to the emotional healing that GOD has for you.
· Matthew 6:14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.

· Psalm 103:10-12 he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

· Ephesians 4:32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
· Colossians 3:13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

· Galatians 6:1-2 1Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 2Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.

· Philippians 3:13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead…

· 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

· Matthew 18:21-22 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

Finances

Do you want to live financially prosperous?  Do you want to have more than enough to take care of your family and the needs of others? Do you want to live debt free?  Do you need resources to build a ministry or business? There is no magic “money cometh” method. The key is to trust in the LORD and to keep Him as the primary focus in your life. Desire to do what is pleasing to Him and He will take care of EVERY NEED that you have. Yes, there will be times of difficulties but if you truly live for Him and keep your heart connected to Him then every need will be taken care of. I’m a witness!  Don’t run after money – run after JESUS.  I’m reminded that “My God shall supply all of our needs according to His riches in glory which is in Christ Jesus”. Praise the Lord!  Follow what the Word says…
· Matthew 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. (Put our focus first on GOD and he takes care of the rest).

· Malachi 3:8-10 "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. (Unless we are obedient to God’s plan for us to prosper then we will not obtain the financial blessings we desire. Tithes and offerings are a part of God’s plan for us to prosper. )

· Proverbs 28:22 (NIV) A stingy man is eager to get rich and is unaware that poverty awaits him. (Get rich quick schemes don’t work)

· Luke 6:38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." (To the degree you give it will be given to you).

· 2 Corinthians 9:6-9 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." (We receive as we give—reap as we sow).
· Philippians 4:18-19 I have received full payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. (God is our complete provider).

· Isaiah 58:6-8 (NIV) "Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. (Fasting may be necessary to break yokes and strongholds)

· Proverbs 24:3-4 By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established; through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures. (Building a profitable business).

Grief

If you are grieving the death of a loved one, the loss of a friend, a separation or divorce, the loss of a job, or perhaps dealing with a serious illness, I want you to know that you can find comfort, peace, strength, healing and wholeness in CHRIST OUR LORD. Grief is a very real emotion with very real stages. Get Christian support and prayer as you go through this difficult time and KEEP YOUR HEART CLOSE TO GOD. Allow His healing virtue to flow through your heart and mind.
· John 14:1-3 Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God[a]; trust also in me. 2In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.

· 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.

· Romans 8:35-37 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.

Healing

It is God’s will that you live healthy and whole.  If you are sick in your body, soul or spirit, pray the Word of the Lord over yourself and pray it by FAITH.  GOD is our healer. Don’t focus on what you see focus on WHAT HE SAYS! We should go to the doctor to be examined and receive any medical attention necessary and as you go you PRAY FOR GOD’S HEALING AND WISDOM! God has blessed us with Doctors. At times God uses medicine to heal our bodies, other times He may touch your body directly. Meditate on His word…
· Isaiah 53:5 (NIV) But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.

· Psalm 6:2 (NIV) Be merciful to me, LORD, for I am faint; O LORD, heal me, for my bones are in agony.

· Psalm 30:2 (NIV) O LORD my God, I called to you for help and you healed me

· Jeremiah 17:14 (NIV) Heal me, O LORD, and I will be healed; save me and I will be saved, for you are the one I praise.

· Matthew 9:22 (NIV) Jesus turned and saw her. "Take heart, daughter," he said, "your faith has healed you." And the woman was healed from that moment.

· Matthew 8:8, 13 (NIV) The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done just as you believed it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour.

· Mark 5:28, 34 (NIV) because she thought, "If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed." He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering."

· Luke 4:40 (NIV) When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them.

· Luke 8:50 (NIV) Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, "Don't be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed."

· Proverbs 4:20-22 (NIV) My son, pay attention to what I say; listen closely to my words. Do not let them out of your sight, keep them within your heart; for they are life to those who find them and health to a man's whole body.

· 3 John 1:2 (KJV) Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.

Parent-Child Relationships

Parenting is the greatest blessing and at times the greatest challenge.  The enemy is after our children and we must raise our children in the manner that is pleasing to God.  They may still struggle along the way, make bad choices and even stray away from the teachings of Christ as teens and adults in all the temptations the world brings but we must do our part to love, nurture, discipline, pray for, train up, instill Godly principles, and encourage our children in the things of God.  Speak blessings over your children and keep them covered in prayer. GOD WILL DO THE REST!!!

· Colossians 3:20-21 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.

· Ephesians 6:1-4 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honor your father and mother"—which is the first commandment with a promise— "that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth." Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

· Proverbs 13:24 He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline him.

· Proverbs 29:15 The rod of correction imparts wisdom, but a child left to himself disgraces his mother.

· Proverbs 19:18 Discipline your son, for in that there is hope; do not be a willing party to his death.

· Hebrews 12:5-6 And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.

Temptation

Until the Lord returns for us we will be faced with the temptation to sin.  Remember, our flesh does not want to cooperate with God it wants to cooperate with satan.  That is why we must crucify our flesh daily. Meaning we must lay down everything that hinders us, we must avoid those things that do not glorify God. (Also see DELIVERANCE above).  We must study and believe the Word and apply it to our every day lives by faith and we must continuously build our relationship with the LORD to strengthen us and bring glory to Him. If you struggle with areas of temptation pray these Scriptures by faith and make the decision to live by them.

· Psalm 119:11 (NIV) I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.

· Matthew 26:41 (NIV) "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak."

· 1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV) No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.

· James 4:7-10 (NIV) Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.

Faith

The driving force behind our Christian journey must be FAITH --faith in Jesus Christ and the power of His word.  Many times people think they are operating in faith when doubt is really what’s driving them.  Pay attention to the words you speak when situations come up. Are they faith filled words or are they riddled with doubt and fear?  What is the level of your faith? What are you doing to increase your faith in God daily? Study the Scriptures below and put them to practice in your daily live.

· Genesis 15:6 (AMP) And he [Abram] believed in (trusted in, relied on, remained steadfast to) the Lord, and He counted it to him as righteousness (right standing with God).

· Romans 10:17(AMP) So faith comes by hearing [what is told], and what is heard comes by the preaching [of the message that came from the lips] of Christ (the Messiah Himself).

· Romans 5:1 (NIV) Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ…

· Romans 12:3 (NIV)For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.

· Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV)  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.

· Matthew 17:20 (NIV) He replied, "Because you have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you."
· James 1:5-8 (NIV) If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.

· John 12:46 (NIV) I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.

· John 20:31(NIV) But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

· Hebrews 11:1, 6(NIV) Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

· 2 Corinthians 5:7(NIV) For we walk by faith, not by sight

Humility and Pride
God makes it clear that humility is pleasing to him and he detests pride.  We have to check our pH balance on a regular basis. Are we operating in pride or in humility?  We have to be careful because pride can show its ugly head so subtly.  Examine yourself in the Word. Are you operating with a humble bowed heart or with pride and arrogance? Do you brag on yourself or on God? Do you live with the revelation, acknowledgment and gratitude that GOD IS IN CONTROL and that His plan for your life is a great one? Are you driven by worship or by the world? 
· James 4:10 (AMP) Humble yourselves [feeling very insignificant] in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you [He will lift you up and make your lives significant].
· Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.

· Proverbs 18:12 Before his downfall a man's heart is proud, but humility comes before honor.
· Proverbs 16:18 Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.
· Matthew 20:16 "So the last will be first, and the first will be last."

· James 4:6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.

· Proverbs 16:5 The LORD detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished.

· Proverbs 27:2 Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; someone else, and not your own lips.

Love

The Lord God loves us with an unconditional love and supplies us with His perfect peace as His children.  Do we love each other unconditionally or with strings attached?  I love you if you do what I want. I love you as long as you remain thin. I love you as long as you take care of me. I love you if… I love you as long as…  People may not directly say these things but they may behave this way. These types of mindsets are a few examples of conditional love (strings attached). Unconditional love is I love you regardless…
· John 14:24 He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.

· Luke 10:277He answered: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.

· Matthew 5:43-45 "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.

· 1 John 3:10-11This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother. This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another.

· 1 John 3:18-19 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence

· 1 Corinthians 13:1-8 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.

Peace

What all people seem to long for but many are needlessly doing without is PEACE. Peace in our minds, hearts, bodies, homes and relationships. Peace within and peace without. Peace on the job. Peace at the church. Peace in school.  Peace in the world. I have often seen the bumper sticker: “NO JESUS NO PEACE”. If there ever was a true statement is this one. Apart from the Lord there truly is no peace. Temporary moments of feeling good? Perhaps.  Temporary moments of happiness? Perhaps but real peace is found in Christ. It’s a peace that allows you to smile genuinely when trouble is around you, to feel joy in your heart when there is pain before you.  I can attest that my absolute sanity is due to PEACE IN JESUS!  He is the one that keeps me from breaking in two with the cares I’ve faced at times in my life. I may cry but I don’t lose my PEACE IN JESUS. If you are longing, yearning for REAL PEACE then surrender to the presence and peace of JESUS.
· Isaiah 26:3 You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you. 

· John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

· Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

· Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Obedience

The word and behavior we all find difficult at times. Obedience may be difficult but it is doable if we truly love the LORD.  Obedience opens the doors to serious favor and blessings in the Lord on all levels.  The Bible says obedience is better than sacrifice.  The opposite of obedience is rebellion. We know that rebellion creates separation and completely blocks the favor of GOD! Examine yourself in the WORD OF GOD and determine if you are living in obedience to GOD, his principles, will and way.  Obedience is not a popular position with the world but it certainly puts you high on the FAVOR OF GOD LIST! Which would you prefer?
· Deuteronomy 11:26-28  See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse-  the blessing if you obey the commands of the LORD your God that I am giving you today; the curse if you disobey the commands of the LORD your God and turn from the way that I command you today by following other gods, which you have not known.

· Job 36:11 If they obey and serve him, they will spend the rest of their days in prosperity and their years in contentment.
· Isaiah 1:19-20 If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land; but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword." For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

· James 1:22  Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.

· Luke 6:46 "Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say?”

· John 4:21 “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."

Crisis Pregnancy
The Bible shows us that abortion is wrong because the precious life of an unborn child is important to God. Life at conception is important to GOD. As a matter of fact prior to conception we were important to God. His word says that he knew us even BEFORE we were formed in our Mother’s womb.  Abortion (termination of the life of our children) should never be the option. If you are in crisis and can not find anyone to help you, if you’re alone and scared or whatever the reason is that you are considering not keeping your child, please remember ADOPTION is a loving option. 

If you’ve already had an abortion (as I tragically did once in my early twenties based on fear rather than operating by faith in God), then please know that there is healing through genuine repentance and that healing is found in Christ’s love. You don’t have to feel alone or alienated I’m here to help you to find peace in Christ.   
· Psalm 139:13-16: For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book   before one of them came to be.

· Exodus 20:13 You shall not murder.

· Psalm 127:3: Sons are a heritage from the LORD, children a reward from him.
· Acts 13:38 “…I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you.”

· Daniel 9:9 To the Lord our God belong mercy and loving-kindness and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against Him..”

· 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.
Do you have a need? The answer is in GOD’S WORD.�


He loves you and will never fail you. Trust in Him and obey His word and victory will be yours.�


Email us if you’d like additional prayer and support. Visit�� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lisashawministries.org" �www.lisashawministries.org�� �God bless you!�Lisa Shaw Ministries
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