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sermon notes
J A N UA RY  3 0 ,  2 01 1
S E R M O N  S E R I E S :  NO REGRETS

T O DAY ’ S  S E R M O N :  GOD IS IN CONTROL

S C R I P T U R E :  GENESIS 37–50; 39:1–21; 50:30 (NIV)

Joseph experienced many hardships, and these hardships might have 

been a setback. But he was positive and his reliance on God transformed 

each setback into a step forward.

➊ What can I learn from Joseph?

• Hold on to the dreams God gives you.

• I can fight temptation.

• Forgive.

You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish 
what is now being done, the saving of many lives.
Genesis 50:20 (NIV)

➋ What was Joseph’s reaction to adversity?

• He didn’t give in to self-pity. 

• He didn’t make important decisions when he was discouraged. 

• He didn’t give in to bitterness.
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FOUR SOURCES OF STRENGTH

1. The plan of God

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 
Romans 8:28 (NIV)

God is able to turn around every circumstance for our good. 

2. The promise of God 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures 
through all generations. The LORD is trustworthy in all he promises 
faithful in all he does.
Psalms 145:13 (NIV)

There are over 7,000 promises of God in the Bible.

3. The people of God 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort 
we ourselves receive from God.
2 Cor. 1:3–4 (NIV)

The church is a strong support system as we help and encourage each 
other.

4. The presence of God in Jesus Christ.

One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, but there is a 
friend who sticks closer than a brother.
Proverbs 18:24

Life is not fair, but out of the worst Christ can bring the best.
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