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sermon notes
M A R C H  6 ,  2 01 1
S E R M O N  S E R I E S :  BUILD FOR LIFE (LIVING IN FREEDOM EVERY DAY)

T O DAY ’ S  S E R M O N :  GOD, FINANCES, AND FAITH

S C R I P T U R E :  MATTHEW 13:44 (NEW KING JAMES VERSION)

He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.
Jim Elliot, missionary 

➊ The money connection 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a 
man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has 
and buys that field.
Matthew 13:44 (NKJV) 

• John the Baptist (Luke 3) 

• Zacchaeus and Jesus (Luke 19) 

• the poor widow (Mark 12:44)

• Jerusalem believers (Acts 2 & 4) 

• the Ephesian converts (Acts 19)

• the rich fool (Luke 12:20)

• the rich young man (Matthew 19:21)

discussion
• What aspects of money make you afraid? 

• Does thinking about monthly bills make you anxious?

• Do you avoid balancing your checkbook?

• Does thinking about retirement make you nervous?

• �What behaviors do you have, if any, that show you are fearful 

concerning finances? 
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There is a fundamental connection between our spiritual lives and how 
we think about and handle money. 

Question: Why does money matter? 

➋ The Treasure of treasures 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.
Matthew 6:19–21 (NKJV)

• money has limits; its value is temporary  

• treasure thinking

Question: What is treasure in heaven?

• a person: Jesus Christ 

• a place: heaven 

• possessions: eternal rewards  

➌ Send it on ahead. 

Jesus is calling us to invest in what has lasting value! 

Question: What person are you living for? What place are you living 
for? What possessions are you living for? 

study notes
1. Read Luke 8:11–15. Discuss verse 14 and its implications.

2a. Read 2 Corinthians 9:6–12. What is the result of sowing sparingly 

versus generously?

2b. How do we know what to give?   

2c. Who supplies the gift or the seed? 

2d. What does it mean to be enriched in every way?

3. Referring back to Matthew 6:19, what is the treasure principle?


