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sermon notes
J U N E  2 6 ,  2 01 1
S E R M O N  S E R I E S :  HEARING GOD’S VOICE: MY WAY OR GOD’S WAY

T O DAY ’ S  S E R M O N :  LET GOD BE GOD

S C R I P T U R E :  LUKE 1 :5–23 AND SELECTED

four necessary attitudes in prayer  

➊ You must be willing to let God answer in His own time.

And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an 
old man, and my wife is well advanced in years.”
Luke 1:18 (NKJV) 

Question: Why didn’t Zacharias believe? 

Answer: He had given up on that prayer years ago. 

Question: Why does God delay our answers to prayer?

Answer: He wants to prepare us. 

➋ You must be willing to let God answer in His own way.

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. 

“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
So are My ways higher than your ways, 
And My thoughts than your thoughts. 

Isaiah 55:8–9 (NKJV)

5. Why do you think we make the idea of “God answering our prayers” so 

difficult at times?
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WE HAVE A TWOFOLD PROBLEM  

• we ask too little

• we ask too quickly

Quote: “God always gives His best to those who leave the choice with 
Him.” Jim Elliot

➌ You must be willing to let God answer in His own power.   

God often waits until the situation is humanly impossible before He 
answers.

Why? So He will get all the credit. 

➍ You must be willing to let God answer for His own purpose.  

WHY DOES GOD ANSWER PRAYER? 

• for our growth

• for His glory

Look at the apostle Paul in Romans 1:1–15; Romans 15:20–24 and Acts 
28:16.

When you pray and the request is not right, God says, “no.” When you 
pray and you’re not right, God says, “grow.” When you pray and the 
timing is not right, God says, “slow.” When everything is in place, God 
says, “go.”

study notes 
1. Luke 1 deals with the birth of John the Baptist to Zacharias and 

Elizabeth. Look at the factor of their age, Zacharias’s position, and their 

response to Gabriel’s news. What is the significance of John the Baptist’s 

ministry?

2. What should we do when we are tempted to think that one of God’s 

promises is impossible?

3. Read Isaiah 55:6–11. Can you name a time when you tried to fit God into 

your mold—a time where you tried to make His plans and purposes 

conform to yours?

4. Examine the apostle Paul’s desire, prayer, and God’s will in Romans 1:1–15; 

Romans 15:20–24 and Acts 28:16. 


