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sermon notes
AU G U S T  7,  2 01 1
S E R M O N  S E R I E S :  FOLLOWING JESUS

T O DAY ’ S  S E R M O N :  WE ARE MEMBERS OF GOD’S FAMILY

S C R I P T U R E :  ROMANS 12:5; GALATIANS 6:10; ACTS 2:42–47 (NKJV)

Membership means that we are vitally connected

➊ the growth of the first church (Jerusalem) 

• Acts 1:15: 120 believers 

• Acts 2:41: 3,000 were added to the church

• Acts 2:47: the Lord added daily those being saved

• Acts 4:4: the number of men grew to 5,000

• Acts 5:14: a multitude was added 

• Acts 5:28: You have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine

• Acts 6:1: The number of the disciples was multiplying

• Acts 6:7: The word of God spread, and the number of disciples  
multiplied greatly

• Acts 21:20: myriads of Jews have believed 
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➋ Where did the early church meet? 

And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teach-
ing and preaching Jesus as the Christ.
Acts 5:42 (NKJV) 

• large group: temple courts  

So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread 
from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity 
of heart,
Acts 2:46a (NKJV) 

• small groups: houses 

Likewise greet the church that is in their house. 
Romans 16:5a (NKJV)

FOUR REASONS FOR CONNECT GROUPS 

1. Small groups are biblical. 

2. Small groups are relational. 

3. Small groups are expandable. 

4. Small groups are economical.  

SEVEN SIGNS OF A HEALTHY CONNECT GROUP (ACTS 2:42–47) 

1. ��They studied the Bible together.  
They continued in the apostles teaching . . .

2. �They fellowshipped with each other.  
and fellowship . . .

3. �They shared Communion.  
in the breaking of bread . . .

4. �They prayed for each other.  
and in prayers

5. �They helped each other.   
. . . divided among all, as anyone had need

6. �They worshiped together.  
praising God and having favor with all the people

7. �They invited others.  
and the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. 

Question: Are you in a Connect Group? If not will you join a Connect 
Group this fall?
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