Life Group Guide

“The Reason for God

The (True) Story of the Cross II
Real Love Is a Personal Exchange”

Week of August 29-Sept. 4, 2010

Readings: Isaiah 53:1-5,  Romans 5:1-8,  Matt. 27:45-49

Welcome & Opening prayer     

1. Did you ever take the “fall” for a sibling or a school mate or maybe even a co-worker? Share a bit.
Worship (song or two as appro)
Word Time: (beginning with a bit of a review from last week!)
1. Have you ever wondered deeply, why it is that God truly had to have Jesus die for your sins and for the sins of the whole world. Really?! Couldn’t there have been another way. See Jesus’ same question in the garden in this regard! Read Matt. 26:39.
2. God’s silence to Jesus is the answer. There is a price to be paid for the sins we have committed before God and against one another. The cost must be covered by someone.
3. It is in paying for this cost that an exchange takes place. 

4. Talk about the significant energy it takes for a caregiver to truly care and love a person who is in need of help. 

5. Talk about the exchange of freedom that takes place to be a fully functioning parent. What happens to “your” work and play schedule as an adult when you become dad or mom?

6. Share a bit over the insight this quote brings to your understanding of God’s exchange for us in Jesus:
“The essence of sin is we human beings substituting ourselves for God, while the essence of salvation is God substituting himself for us. We…put ourselves where only God deserves to be; God…puts himself where we deserve to be.” John Stott.

7. Talk about the insight now from this:  “Jesus did not just die for us but with us. Really, take some time to digest this incredible truth. 

8. Read now Isaiah 53:1-5 to help get to the incredible depth of justice and love from God through Jesus. Talk in terms of the exchange made for us!
9. See now how Paul writes of this to the Christians in Rome, Romans 5:6-8. 

10. On the Cross, Christ…
wins through losing

triumphs through defeat

achieves power through weakness and service

comes to wealth through giving all away. 

11. Such is our calling as followers of Jesus Christ as well. What does this look like in your life, words, and deeds. Speak of direct practical application! 

12. What is the Spirit of the Lord directing your thoughts and will to acknowledge and confess and seek by His power to amend in your life right now?
13. The fact that Jesus had to die for us humbles us out of our pride and assures us out of our fear. What does this mean for your life right now? 

14. Pray for one another, for our church, for our school, for our city, for our nation, and for the nations of the world to know Jesus as Lord through the powerful Word of God. Pray for the Scoop Women’s Event, for the Cultivate Small Group training. Pray for the ability to forgive as we have been forgiven!!! 
Witness:  
Share among yourselves some faith sharing events, some report of the work of God. Share in prayer for others to connect to Jesus and to your group. Email to Pastor Kal your praise, or witness report kwaetzig@stpaulstracy.org. God bless! Go God!

1. Plan on connecting to the net fishing/fellowship event at the Oktoberfest! Oct. 23, 2010. Recruit your group to serve at this event and invite a few new faces to come along!
Plan on a great study for this Fall, beginning in Oct., called “The Prodigal God.” Start praying to open to a new group, or to recruit others to your present group. 
Faith Sharing Event

This week I personally shared the Gospel with _______________________________________

The response was:


_____ I want to know more


_____ I want a relationship with Jesus Christ


_____ I am not interested

Please write a sentence or two about your sharing experience:


______ I want to talk to staff regarding this contact

______ I am sponsoring this individual and would like more 


resources to help this person grow in Christ. 

(Your Name)

(Your Email address)



(Your phone #)   
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