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Welcome to Independence Christian Middle School 
 
Principal’s Message 
Dear Parents and Students: 

 I welcome you to Independence Christian School. This begins our 36th year of serving the 
Lord by presenting a Christian education to our students and families. Yes, we’ve been doing 
this for a long time. Relax, take a deep breath and trust us to prepare you spiritually, 
academically and organizationally for high school. We exist to provide you with the truthful 
facts you’ll need to succeed. Are you ready to learn? Because we are loved and forgiven by 
Christ Jesus we will conduct ourselves in a loving manner towards you. We are on your side. 
If you desire extra help we’ll be right there with you. The key is you must desire to grow in 
wisdom and lead a God honoring life. Look at what God promises in the book of Ezekiel 
36:26-27    

 “And I will give you a new heart‐I will give you new and right desires‐and put a new spirit 
within you. I will take out your stony hearts of sin and give you new hearts of love. And I will put 
my spirit within you so that you will obey my laws and do whatever I command.” 

As we learn we change. So expect to become more like the person God created you to be.   

Sincerely,  

Mr. Ron Cushing, Principal 

School Mission and Philosophy 
We, the School Board and Staff, believe in: 

• The inspiration of the Bible, equal in all parts and without error in its origin. 
• The one God, eternally existent Father Son, and Holy Spirit, who created man by a 

direct and immediate act. 
• The pre-existence, incarnation, virgin birth, sinless life, miracles, substitutionary 

death, bodily resurrection, ascension to Heaven and second coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

• The fall of man, the need of regeneration by the operation of the Holy Spirit on the 
basis of grace alone, and the resurrection of all to life or damnation. 

The Christian School is an extension of the Christian home in training young people for time 
and eternity.  The staff will work closely with parents to train the whole child.  The 
objective of our school is to provide a program that will develop the individual spiritually, 
mentally, physically and socially.  The student is taught to interpret life according to God’s 
principles and purposes.  The main goal of Christian education must be to help the child 
fulfill the purpose for which he was created, that is, to bring glory to God.  We endeavor, 
through qualified and dedicated Christian teachers, to make this objective a reality and help 
young people in their preparation for life. 
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A.C.S.I Affiliation 
The Association of Christian Schools International provides a host of services and benefits 
for Christian Schools.  In addition to receiving enrichment through speech meets, art fairs, 
spelling bees, music and athletic competitions, member schools receive assistance, which 
prevents legal red tape.  The Association also provides a standard for accreditation.  As a 
member school we will benefit from yearly teacher and administrator conferences, printed 
materials, survey information, training tapes, speakers and the opportunity to be involved 
with other member schools.  Part of your child’s registration fee covers membership in 
A.C.S.I.  
 
School Staff 
All personnel of Independence Christian School must first and foremost give evidence that 
they have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  Then they 
must display good parental traits.  Finally, they must be able to teach.  All three of these 
qualifications are essential in order to have a properly balanced role model, which is the part 
the teacher plays in a child’s life. 
 
Non-Discriminatory Policy 
Our school has a non-discriminatory policy.  Independence Christian School staff makes no 
distinction in its admission policy of educational services on the grounds of race, color, or 
national origin. 
 
Curriculum 
Our entire curriculum is Biblically based with every course encouraging the child to seek to 
understand God’s perspective on the subject.  Programs are designed to challenge each 
student to his optimum.  Through a well-balanced program, we seek to develop the individual 
spiritually, mentally, physically, and socially.  Luke 2:52 “And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature and in favor with God and Man.” 
 
Parent Involvement 
Parents are encouraged to take an active part in their child’s education.  Classroom help is 
always appreciated.  If you would like to become a Room Parent please let your teacher 
know.  Membership in the PTF is also encouraged. 
 
General Information 
I.) Report Cards, Promotion and Conferences: 

1.) Progress and Report Cards:  Independence Christian School has four 9-
week grading periods.  Unsatisfactory progress reports will be sent home in 
the 5th week of each term to students who are failing one or more subjects 
or when grades have dropped by one or more grade points from the prior 
quarter.  The purpose of this is to inform the parent prior to report cards 
so that the possible failing grade might be raised.  Quarter grades are 
averaged to a semester grade and only semester grades are kept on file 
permanently.  Report cards will be mailed home and do not have to be 
returned except for the first quarter’s which will be delivered at 
conference time.  
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2.) Parent-Teacher Conferences:  A parent-teacher conference is required 
after the 9th week of school with the homeroom teacher.  Two half-day 
sessions will be scheduled at the end of the first quarter.  The conferences 
will be scheduled by the teachers to accommodate their schedules.  Please 
make arrangements for both parents to attend.  We encourage you to 
discuss problems concerning your child with the teacher. If you would like to 
meet with another teacher besides your child’s homeroom teacher, please 
contact the teacher directly or through the school office. Meetings outside 
of the parent-teacher conference week can be scheduled.  Contact your 
teacher through the school office to make an appointment. 

II.) Activities 
1.) Fieldtrips:  Students have field trips scheduled throughout the school year.  

Each grade has particular curriculum based outings designed for your child.  
These trips include Grand Canyon in sixth grade, Catalina in seventh grade, 
and Washington DC in eighth grade.  Although such off-campus experiences 
are of real enjoyment to the students, the main purpose is to enrich 
learning.  Parents will be notified in advance of all field trips.  Permission 
slips for each field trip must be signed and returned no later than the day 
before the fieldtrip. 

2.) Fund-raisers:  ICS fund-raisers are a source of additional income, which we 
will use to improve our school facilities.  It is a necessary part of our 
operation to continue to grow.  We have enjoyed great parental support and 
ask for your continued involvement. 

3.) Spelling Bees:  During the middle of the year all students participate in a 
spelling bee.  The winners then go on to the district ACSI competition. 

4.) Math Olympics:  Students from each class will be selected to go to the 
ACSI Math Olympics to compete against regional schools. 

5.) Speech Meet:  Students from each class will compete in a speech meet.  
The winners will then go to the ACSI Speech Meet to compete against 
regional schools. 

6.) Creative Writing Festival:  This is an optional activity for any student 
wishing to participate.  Writing categories include Short Story, Essay, and 
Poetry. 

7.) Christmas and Spring Musicals:  Every student may have the opportunity to 
participate in one of our two musicals.  They will learn these during their 
music class time and perform them for the parents. 

8.) Book Fair:  Every year we have an annual book fair.  Proceeds raised will 
enable the library to purchase new and updated materials. 

9.) Summer Camp:  We offer a fun and exciting summer program, grades first 
through eighth.  Activities include crafts, Wild Rivers, Knott’s Berry Farm, 
etc. 

10.) Back to School Night & Open House:  Twice a year we open our school to 
parents during the evening to come and see their child’s classroom, teacher 
and their child’s work. 

11.) Weekly Chapel Programs:  Thursday is Middle School Chapel.  Standard 
Chapel Dress is required.  This is a special time set aside for the Middle 
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School students to fellowship together in the youth room with guest 
speakers.  Occasionally, Middle School students will join the entire school in 
the sanctuary.  Middle School Chapels are age appropriate Bible studies and 
messages. If you have any questions regarding Middle School Chapels, please 
contact the school office.  

12.) Deeper Life Week:  Every year for one week we set aside a special chapel 
time.  Our students are taught about different topics that will help them 
with their spiritual walk. 

 
III.) Other Important Information 

1.) Medication:  Medication distribution is done as a service to our parents.  It 
is the sole responsibility of the parent and child to make sure the medication 
is taken.  The office will keep all medication, but the student must 
remember to come to the office and take it.  This includes asthma 
medication such as inhalers.  All medication must be sent in its original 
container and a medication dispense release form must be filled out.  No 
personal notes will be accepted.  This is for the protection of your child.  
ALL prescribed medication must be in “chewable” form.  No liquid medicine 
will be administered. This is much easier on the student. 

2.) Hot lunch:  Hot lunch is offered daily through the Pacific Catering Company.  
Lunch tickets may be purchased in the school office.  Menus for the current 
month will be sent home via the school newsletter.  As a courtesy to our 
Middle School students, we offer and “Upper Grade” Lunch, for an additional 
charge.   

3.) Lunch:  Lunches delivered by parents should be brought to the office.  
Students are not allowed at any time to meet a parent at the front curb or 
parking lot to receive a delivered lunch.  Lunches are not to be delivered to 
the class or the Middle School Grounds.  Arrangements for the delivery 
should be made prior to the beginning of school.  Students are responsible 
for retrieving lunch from the office.  The office will not call to the 
classroom or the Middle School Grounds for the student.   

4.) After School Sports:  We offer after school sports to children in grades 4 
and up.  Grades 4-6 will compete in the elementary league, grades 7-8 will 
compete in the middle school league.  These include:  basketball, football, 
soccer, and volleyball.  We compete in a Christian school league.  According 
to league rules, a failing (below 70%) progress report or report card grade 
makes a student ineligible to participate until the next progress report or 
report card with a passing (70% or more) grade.   All girls and boys of the 
appropriate age are encouraged to try out for the sports of their choice. 

 5.) Cell Phones:  At school students are expected to:  Upon arrival, turn off  
  their cell phone/electronics.  All students are expected to keep their  
  cell phone/electronics in a container provided by their homeroom teacher,     
  8:30 am until 3:00 pm, or keep their cell phones in a container provided for  
  daycare students upon arrival until departure.  A cell phone/electronic  
  violation will occur when: A cell phone/electronic devise is seen or heard by  
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  any staff member,  or when there is any evidence that a cell phone has been  
  used during the school day. Please note that a cell phone/electronic violation  
  can occur without student use.  If a school staff member sees or hears a  
  student cell phone it will be given to the principal and can be picked up only  
  by the parent at the end of the school day.  First and second offense  
  consequences will be a one hour after-school detention. A third offense will  
  be a meeting with parents/regarding one year cell phone ban or school  
  suspension. 

Attendance 
Regular school attendance is required by law and is necessary for good scholarship.  It is 
our school policy that anyone absent 15 or more times from any one class is considered 
on academic probation for that class, meaning that advancement and promotion to the 
next grade will be conditional upon school board approval.  Excessive absence often means 
that a child has missed important discussions and classroom activity that may hinder their 
education.  Excessive absence is also a violation of the State of California mandatory 
education law. 
 
There are three types of absences: 

• Excused:  Illness, injury, or family emergency.  They will be excused by a signed 
note from the parent or guardian.  All missed work must be made up.  For every 
day a child is out, they have one day back to make up the work.  It is the 
responsibility of the student to get the make-up work.  Any request, by a 
parent, for make-up work must be received by 9 AM, (the day of the absence) 
to be made available at 3 PM.  Planned absences must be pre-arranged IN 
WRITING at least one week prior to leaving in order for that absence to be 
excused. 

• Unexcused:  Any absence that has NOT been pre-approved by the school 
office. Example: Trips to Disneyland, fishing, shopping, and new movie reviews 
etc. While we support family activities, please keep in mind that school should be 
viewed as a priority. Play days should be scheduled for when the student is not in 
school.  

• Truant:  Absence for reasons which are neither acceptable to the school or the 
parents, or when evidence shows that parents have misrepresented facts 
regarding the absence. 

 
Consequences: 

• Excused:  All missed work and tests MUST be made up.  Student is responsible 
for obtaining and completing make-up work.  

• Unexcused/Truant:  Work and tests CANNOT be made up.  A grade of zero will 
be given to any missed work or tests. 
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Tardiness 
Students arriving more than 5 minutes late must first go to the office to get a tardy slip.  
An unexcused tardy will be given to any student who is late and not accompanied to the 
office by an adult or with a note.  Some excuses do not warrant an excused tardy i.e.:  
overslept, just wanted a few extra minutes to sleep, lost school materials, lost car keys, etc.  
Five unexcused tardies will count as one unexcused absence.  In past years, tardiness has 
been a problem.  The majority of our parents seem to have no problem getting to school on 
time, but there are a few chronic offenders.  Being late is rude to the teachers and others 
who have managed to arrive on time.  One or two students will not be allowed to steal time, 
knowledge, or a smooth-running structured environment from the entire class.  Tardy 
students who miss work at the start of class will not be able to make it up.  If there is ever 
a problem foreseen, please contact the office. 
 
Tardy to Any Class 
Students must be lined up outside their appropriate classroom at the time the bell rings.  
There are no exceptions.  Four minutes is ample time to exchange classroom materials and 
go to class.  This passing time is not a time for socializing.  Students arriving late to class 
cause a disruption in the classroom structure.  After the first week of school, two 
tardies will result in one detention to be served at lunch.   
 
Dress Code 
Students enrolled are expected to follow modest guidelines of dress.  Students in all areas 
of appearance-clothes, hairstyles, etc., should look neat and natural with emphasis on 
cleanliness and modesty.  While we encourage individuality in our students, choices in the 
clothes they wear MUST always be honoring to God.  When traveling off campus for 
events such as field trips, these same dress code guidelines apply.   
 
 

NO BRAND NAMES OF CLOTHING WILL BE APPROVED IF IT REPRESENTS A 
COMPANY OR INDIVIDUAL THAT CONFLICTS WITH THE VALUES OF OUR 

SCHOOL. IF ANY ARTICLE OF CLOTHING IS IN QUESTION, “DON’T WEAR IT!” 
NO SECULAR PATCHES, STICKERS, ETC. WILL BE ALLOWED ON CLOTHING, HATS 

AND BACKPACKS. 
 

Girls 
All clothing should be modest and in good taste. Proper undergarments must be worn at all 
times.   The following list cannot cover every possible situation.  Therefore, the school 
reserves the right to determine that which “attracts undue or excessive attention to the 
wearer”.  
 
Shorts and Skirts 
• Biker shorts, short-shorts, and mini-skirts (even with leggings) will not be worn.   
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• Shorts, skirts and skorts should be no shorter than 3” above the knee, when kneeling 
including any slits in the garment.   

• Underwear/undergarments showing will not be allowed.  This includes panties and bra 
straps.   

Shirts 
• Unacceptable items: see-through tops, tight knits tops, crop tops, low necklines, tops 

with one strap, low backs. 
• Halter tops, tube tops, sheer blouses, off the shoulder, spaghetti straps, revealing, low-

cut, or bare midriff tops will not be worn.   
• Strap size must be 2”-3’ across the shoulder. 
• No “racer-back” shirts allowed. 
• Shirts should not be more than 2” below the collarbone, and should be long enough to 

cover the waist and midriff when arms are raised above the head.  No bare midriff is 
allowed. 

• Shirts with suggestive statements such as Hottie, Flirt, etc. are not acceptable.   
• Clothes should never be skin tight or form fitting. 
• Any slogans that could have multiple meanings or images that are in question must 

be approved by administration prior to being worn. 
• When a bathing suit is appropriate for an event, it must be either a one-piece or a 

tankini.  No bare midriff is allowed. 
 
Shoes 
• Students must wear shoes at all times; no-bare feet. 
• Shoes without back straps are acceptable. 
• The “flip-flop” style of sandal or shoe is not acceptable.  Example: The type of sandal or 

shoe you would wear to the beach or the pool that have a flimsy sole. 
• Shoes must be of correct size and tightness.  They must be properly laced at all times. 
• Heels on shoes must be 2” or less. 
 
Hair, Make-up, Earrings and Miscellaneous 
• Girls must keep their hair clean and neat. 
• No unnatural hair colors or hair designs including Mohawk will be allowed.  Bleaching of 

one’s hair is NOT ALLOWED.   
• Light cosmetics application is allowed.  However, excessive makeup such as dark eye 

shadow, eyeliner, lipstick, black or dark purple nail polish etc. is not permitted.   
• Earrings may not dangle more than a half-inch below the ear.   
• On Chapel Days, Standard Chapel Dress must be worn. NO EXCEPTIONS. 
• Other body piercings are not allowed.   
• Writing on the skin with ink or paint is not permitted. 
• Tattoos are not acceptable. 
• Baseball hats, visors, or hats, for the purpose of sun protection only, may only be worn 

at recess, lunch or after school, not in the classroom. The bill of the hat must face 
forward. 

• On colder days and up to teacher’s discretion, beanie hats may be worn in class. 
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Hygiene:  All students are expected to take personal pride in their appearance.  They must 
regularly bathe, wash hair and wear deodorant. 
 

Boys 
All clothing should be modest and in good taste. Proper undergarments must be worn at all 
times. The following list cannot cover every possible situation.  Therefore, the school 
reserves the right to determine that which “attracts undue or excessive attention to the 
wearer”.  
 
Pants and Shorts 
• Pants and shorts should be worn without holes, frayed edges, and are not to drag on the 

ground. 
• A belt should be worn when appropriate.  Studded Belts are not allowed. 
• Pants and shorts must fit at the natural waistline.  When shirt is lifted up, 

underwear/undergarments should not be exposed. 
• Pant and short in seam must not hang low. 
• Swimsuits/trunks are not to be worn as shorts. 
 
Shirts 
• Tanks tops and sleeveless shirts will not be allowed. 
• Shirts (jackets and sweatshirts included) with controversial pictures or slogans, 

advertisements for secular rock groups, drugs or sex will not be allowed. 
• Underwear/undergarments showing will not be allowed.   
• Shirts must be of proper size.  They should not be too large! 
• Any slogans that could have multiple meanings or images that are in question must 

be approved by administration prior to being worn. 
 
Shoes 
• Students must wear shoes at all times; no-bare feet. 
• The “flip-flop” style of sandal or shoe is not acceptable.  Example: The type of sandal or 

shoe you would wear to the beach or the pool that has a flimsy sole. 
• Shoes must be of correct size and tightness.  They must be properly laced at all times.   
 
Hair and Miscellaneous 
• Boys haircuts should be neatly trimmed, not capable of hanging below the 

eyebrows, out of the students’ eyes, and not hanging below their chin. 
• No unnatural hair colors or hair designs including Mohawk will be allowed.  Bleaching of 

one’s hair is NOT ALLOWED.   
• Earrings or other body piercings on boys will not be allowed.   
• Painting or coloring of the nails is not allowed.  
• Tattoos are not acceptable 
• Writing on the skin with ink or paint is not permitted. 
• Baseball hats, visors, or hats, for the purpose of sun protection only, may only be worn 

at recess, lunch or after school, not in the classroom.  The bill of the hat must face 
forward. 

• On colder days and up to teacher’s discretion, beanie hats may be worn in class. 
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• On Chapel Days, Standard Chapel Dress must be worn with a black belt only (no 
studded belts), and shirts tucked in all day long.  NO EXCEPTIONS! 

 
Hygiene:  All students are expected to take personal pride in their appearance. They must 
regularly bathe, wash hair and wear deodorant. 
 

Chapel Days 
To encourage a Godly, positive attitude on Chapel Days (Thursdays), the school will require 
each student to wear Standard Chapel Dress through the entire day.  

Standard Chapel Dress: 

Boys- Must wear a solid red, white or navy blue polo shirt. Navy blue or khaki colored pants 
with a black belt. All shirts are to be tucked in. 

Girls- Must wear a solid red, white or navy blue polo shirt with a skirt, skort or jumper. 
Skirt, skorts or jumpers are also to be khaki or navy blue. They are to be no shorter than 3” 
above the knees when kneeling.     

Both boys and girls are to wear solid (no designs of any kind) red, white or blue socks. 

Shoes may be casual or dress of a solid color coordinated with the outfit. 

Dress Code Violations 
 
We would like to see every student follow the dress code with the sincerest motives.  
Parents can help their child to follow these guidelines.   
 
Dress Code Violations:   
 1st Offense: Change of clothes given to student to wear for the remainder of 
         the day and to be returned laundered the following day.  Phone 
         call made to parent. 
 2nd Offense: Change of clothes given to student to wear for the remainder of 
         the day and to be returned laundered the following day. 
         Immediate recess and Lunch detention. Phone call made to parent.   
 3rd Offense: Automatically sent to the office to wait for proper clothes to be  
                delivered to them from parent.  Students will not receive credit  
                for any missed class while waiting.  
 
Lockers 
Lockers will be provided on the school campus for all Middle School students.  Lockers are 
secured with a sturdy combination lock that is provided by the student.  Students will be 
assigned a locker at the beginning of the year.  Lockers will be used to store books, 
notebooks, personal articles, etc.  They must be used.  No stickers or advertisements 
allowed.  The security of the items in the locker is the responsibility of the student.  No 
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student should share his or her combination with another student.  NO sharing of lockers 
allowed.   ICS will not be responsible for any items removed from an unsecured locker or for 
items left unattended on the school grounds.  Books left out will be confiscated and sent to 
the office to be retrieved by a parent during office hours.   Remember that having a locker 
is a privilege.  Any student found not using appropriately risks losing the privilege.  Students 
will not deface the lockers either inside or out.  Defacing includes writing, painting, marking, 
any type of stickers, or damaging.  Students who deface lockers will be charged a $10.00 
fee for repairs.  No stickers, “questionable content”, or advertisements allowed!! 
 
Textbooks and Supplies Policy 
A list of required supplies is sent home with the school’s first mailing.  These supplies must 
be brought to school on the first day.  All students are expected to come to each class fully 
prepared everyday with the proper supplies.  Unprepared students face the possibility of 
penalty and ultimately detention.  Supplies must be replenished throughout the year.   
 
Lost, damaged or stolen textbooks must be replaced at a cost to the student.  Prices vary 
for each book; accounts will be billed for the replacement cost. 
 
Homework Policy 
There are two major educational goals that relate directly to homework: acquiring basic 
knowledge and acquiring critical thinking skills.  The assignment of homework becomes most 
effective when it directly relates to these educational goals. 
   
With instructions carefully given to the students, by the teacher, and by effectively 
communicating with supportive parents, this approach to homework has proven to work.  This 
means that the parents must take an active role in their child’s homework. 
 
Three types of homework will be given: 

1. Prepare – enables a student to be ready for the classroom lesson by introducing 
the students to basic factual knowledge prior to the teachers more detailed 
instructions. 

2. Practice – emphasizes memorization to the point of automatic response to 
ensure that what needs to be learned will not be forgotten. 

3. Create – taking information learned and combining it with the creative arts 
which enhances reasoning and critical thinking skills. 
 

Assigned homework will require only those skills students have already learned in class or 
will serve as an introduction to materials to be taught.  Homework will be assigned five 
nights per week, and will generally be within the following time frame: 

• Sixth-Eighth Grade-   120 minutes maximum 
 

Tests, quizzes, reports, and special long-range assignments such as research projects and 
book reports may take extra time. 
 
We expect: 

• All homework to be completed properly. 
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• To be done to the best of the student’s ability. 
• Turned in neatly. 
• Turned in on time.  No credit will be given for late assignments. 

Homework is expected to be on time.   Long range assignments, such as Book Reports, 
Research Projects, and Special Projects, not turned in by the due date will receive an 
automatic 10% penalty, unless arrangements have been made at least one day in advance.  
Late homework and assignments will be finished at teacher’s discretion with no credit will 
be given. 
 
We strongly suggest that parents help their students with their homework by providing the 
following arrangements at home. 
 

• Establish a quiet, well lit work area, which will be used got doing homework every 
night.  Make sure that the area is well stocked with supplies.  

• Set up a schedule with your child which includes a specific time every night that 
homework is to be completed.  For example, from 5:30 to 7:00 would be a 
designated homework time.  If they finish prior to 7:00 then they can spend the 
rest of the time reading, studying or working on a long term assignment.  This 
will prevent them from rushing through assignments or “forgetting” assignments. 

 
Make-up Work:  Make-up work for excused absences will be available for the student at 
3:00 if requested by 9:00 the day of absence.  It is the student’s responsibility to request 
make-up work, and to complete it in the allotted time.  Make-up days allowed for excused 
absences are equal to the days missed.  (For example, if a student is absent one day, he or 
she will have one day to complete the make-up work.)  Students who do not take 
responsibility for their personal make-up work are in jeopardy of receiving no credit for 
missed work.  At the teacher’s discretion, not all class work from an extended absence 
needs to be made up. 
 
Gradelink.com: At ICS, we use Gradelink.com, a wonderful on-line grading program, to post 
all class grades.  Gradelink.com allows parents to have direct access to their student’s 
academic progress at any time through a confidential password.  You will quickly discover 
that Gradelink.com is extremely user friendly and affords you the ability to track all class 
grades.  The school office will issue an initial password for log-in and then you may create 
your own password.  It is very important to keep your Gradelink.com password confidential. 
The classroom teachers strongly urge all ICS parents to take advantage of all the unique 
Gradelink.com features; especially, the customized notification options. With Grade Link, 
you may select special email options which will alert you via email about current test grades, 
any significant drop in standing grade percentages, missing assignments (0%), along with 
several other custom options.  We strongly recommend you check your child’s Gradelink.com 
account on a regular basis (at least bi-weekly).  Using Gradelink is the most efficient 
communication method to keep apprised of your child’s grades and academic development.  
Typically, you may expect your student’s most current grades to be posted within one week 
of the assignment or test’s completion date. 
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Binder Reminder:  All assignments will be recorded, by the student, in the Binder 
Reminder. The Binder Reminder is used, by the students, to organize their assignments, and 
track due dates.  Homework assignments will be copied into the Binder Reminder at the end 
of each class. Parents may be required to sign the Binder Reminder each night.   
 
We suggest that parents help their children with their homework by establishing it as a top 
priority, providing a quiet well-lit work area, and ample time each homework night.  Parents 
should not allow their child to “get out” of doing homework, but provide a positive support 
when homework is completed.  With instructions carefully given to the students by the 
teacher, and by effectively communicating with supportive parents, this approach to 
homework has proven to work.   
 
Academic Honesty Policy 
Students should understand that: 

• Learning to adequately prepare for an exam is as important as the materials 
being covered. 

• There is real value in integrity. 
• The final value of education is what is learned and not what grade is given. 
• The rationalization that others are cheating gives no reason for another 

individual to cheat.  This is damaging to both educational and character 
development. 

• Grades mean little when cheating is accepted and learning is thereby devalued. 
• Allowing others to cheat without doing something about it is the same as 

endorsing it. 
 
Definitions of Cheating 

1.) Cheating on tests-Any intentional giving, receiving, or use of external 
assistance relating to an examination, test, or quiz, without express 
permission of the teacher. 
Examples: 
• Copying another student’s test paper during a test. 
• Using a “cheat” sheet during a test to get the right answers. 
• Stealing a test from a teacher and preparing for the test by researching 

and memorizing the answers. 
2.) Any intentional falsification or fabrication of data, or other material in 

the academic exercise. 
Examples: 
• Using a term paper that was written for one class in another class. 
• Creating false data for a footnote or bibliography. 
• Watching a video of a literary work but then representing that the piece 

was read. 
• Reading Masterplots or Cliffnotes instead of reading the assigned 

literary work. 
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3.) Unauthorized Collaboration- Intentional collaboration on an assignment 
between a student and another person, if such collaboration is not 
permitted. 
Examples: 
• Copying another student’s homework, and thereby putting forth no 

effort to do the assignment. 
• Borrowing a study sheet or calculator with the answers and copying them 

as your own. 
• Working with another student on an individual assignment and sharing 

the answers. 
4.) Plagiarism-Any intentional use of another’s ideas, words, or work as your 

own.  Plagiarism includes the misuse of published material and the work of 
other students. 
Examples: 
• Copying verbatim (word for word) from a source and not giving credit in 

a footnote when writing. 
• Copying any work by someone else, and representing it as your own. 
• Allowing anyone (including parents) to modify or rewrite your assignment 

and represent it as his or her own. 
 
Student Conduct 
At school, a well-adjusted and fulfilling experience can be achieved by following the 
standards of conduct listed below: 

• Follow all adult directions without comment. 
• Respect the feelings and rights of others. 
• Keep hands, feet, and objects to one’s self. 
• Remain in assigned areas both before and after school. 
• Complete all assigned work on time. 
• Observe classroom rules. 
• Stand in line in an orderly and quiet fashion. 
• Use equipment properly. 
• Eat in designated areas only.  Food is not allowed in the classroom. 
• No Chewing Gum. 
• Do not litter. 
• No smoking, cigarettes, or tobacco products will be allowed on campus at any 

time.  This also applies to parents. 
• Books, magazines, posters, logos, labels, stickers, clothing, jewelry which is 

questionable in moral standards is not allowed on school grounds and will be 
confiscated by the principal. 

• Stickers, posters, pictures, or lyrics of secular bands are not allowed on 
notebooks, lockers or on clothing.  Names of secular bands written on notebooks, 
lockers, or backpacks are not allowed. 

• Walkman players, CD players, I Pod’s (or similar), radios, Game boys, DS’s, toys, 
etc. are not allowed during school hours, including break times and lunch. 
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Because school is a place of business, a place where we are all learning more about life and 
our responsibility in it, we feel strongly that each student must be diligently striving to 
accomplish these standards.  If students are not in control of their behavior and/or are 
behind in their work, they may have to forgo all privileges.  Privileges are for the 
responsible student! 
 
Students not complying with the standards of conduct as set forth by the Independence 
Christian School Board, may, at the discretion of the administration, be dismissed from 
school 
 
Harassment Policy 
Harassment occurs when an individual is constantly tormented, intimidated, or threatened in 
their environment because of the individual’s race, creed, color, national origin, physical 
disability or gender.  Harassment may not occur during any school-related activities.  Some 
examples of harassment include the following: 
 
Verbal Harassment 
Verbal Harassment is threatening or negative comments, jokes or words spoken to another 
person.  Bullying another student is a form of verbal harassment and will be handled based 
on the severity.  The Bible says “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your 
mouths, but only what is helpful for building up others, according to their needs, that 
it might benefit those who listen” Ephesians 4:29 
 
Physical Harassment 
Physical Harassment is unwanted physical contact such as touching, assault, blocking motions 
or any other intimidating interference into normal work or movement. 
 
Visual Harassment 
Visual Harassment is negative or threatening drawings, gestures, written words, etc. 
 
Sexual Harassment 
Beginning January 1, 1993, the State of California adopted new laws regarding sexual 
harassment of and by students.  Sexual Harassment is defined as unwanted sexual behavior 
that interferes with the educational environment, and/or school activities.  It may result in 
physical, verbal, written, or visual behavior towards another student.  We at ICS prohibit 
sexual harassment involving students, employees, or non-employees.  Reporting and/or 
disciplinary actions will be taken against all persons involved including, students, teachers, 
and non-employees on campus.” 
 
We at ICS will not tolerate harassment of any kind.  We wish to provide all students with a 
comfortable, relaxed educational atmosphere, therefore, if this kind of behavior occurs, it 
will be dealt with immediately. 
 
Detention 
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Rule violations may include after school detentions of a minimum of one hour.  These may 
include work duty, cleaning the campus, written work, etc. and are left up to the discretion 
of the administrator. 
 
 
Discipline 
Proper discipline is the key to students gaining self-control, and having a productive, 
purposeful, and spiritual life.  Discipline is basically the responsibility of the parents.  
Without parental involvement and support, our attempts at discipline are undermined and 
then become ineffective.  We invite your support in encouraging your child to be a 
responsible student.  Our goal is to help your child become more self-controlled and to 
develop self-discipline. 
 
Each day your child will have the opportunity to begin anew.  Each student is expected to 
exhibit appropriate behavior in the classroom setting as well as in the overall school 
environment.  If your child chooses to break a rule, the lunch detentions will be served.  
Severe disruptions will result in a referral and sent to the principal. 
 
Below is a list of Major Infractions for before and after school hours, which may result in 
suspension or expulsion. 
 

1.) Any illegal activity 
2.) Drug and alcohol involvement 
3.) Extreme disrespect or insubordination 
4.) Fighting  
5.) Forged Notes 
6.) Profanity 
7.) Sexual misconduct 
8.) Smoking or possession of tobacco 
9.) Stealing 
10.) Vandalism 
11.) Weapons (i.e. Guns, knives, fireworks, etc.) 

 
It is the policy of ICMS that any public display of affection between Middle School 
students is inappropriate.  Personal relationships should be entirely glorifying to God.  Each 
student should be personally responsible for his or her conduct and actions.  There is 
nothing wrong with holding hands and hugging, however, students must be cognizant of 
appropriate behavior on the school campus.  Middle School students must assume the 
position of a godly example to the younger students.  Inappropriate behavior of this kind 
will be dealt with on an individual basis. 
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Bell Schedule 
 

   Period   Time   Length   
    
   Warning Bell       8:26-8:30  (4 minutes) 
 
   Period 1  8:30-9:15  (45) 
 
   Period 2  9:15-10:00  (45) 
 
   Recess   10:00-10:15  (15) 
 
   Passing   10:15-10:19  (4) 
  
   Period 3  10:19-11:04  (45) 
    
   Passing   11:04-11:08  (4) 
    
   Period 4  11:08-11:53  (45) 
 
   Lunch   11:53-12:33  (40) 
 
   Passing   12:33-12:37  (4) 
    
   Period 5  12:37-1:22  (45) 
 
   Passing   1:22-1:26  (4) 
 
   Period 6  1:26-2:11  (45) 
 
   Passing   2:11-2:15  (4) 
 
   Period 7  2:15-3:00  (45) 
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Guide to Curriculum 

 

Sixth Grade 

Bible- Curriculum is “Biblical Choices” by Standard Publishing.  This is a thru-the Bible 
approach to making choices based on the Word of God.  Verse memorization weekly.  Verse 
tests are each Friday. 

History- Textbook is “Heritage Studies: To Know the Past” by Bob Jones University Press.  
Civilizations discussed are Egypt, Mesopotamia, Israel, India, China, Greece, Romans, Mayas, 
Africa, and the beginning of the Middle Ages.  The major report for the year will be the 
Ancient Civilizations Report.  Information on this 12-week report, which includes a written 
report, an oral report and a visual project, will be given in February.   Most tests will be 
once a month.  There may be an exception to this occasionally. 

Language Arts- Includes Spelling and Vocabulary with weekly lists and tests.  Grammar 
which includes chapter tests on capitalization, punctuation, parts of speech, etc.   Emphasis 
on writing paragraphs and essays.  There is also reading literature in class and outside 
novels for book reports.  Abeka and Bob Jones Press textbook are used. 

Science- Earth Science curriculum is based on the California Science Content Standards. 
Major units of study include the following: Plate Tectonics and Earth’s Structure; Shaping 
the Earth’s Surface; Heat (Thermal Energy); Energy in the Earth System; Ecology; 
Resources; Investigation and Experimentation.  Textbook used is “Earth Science for 
Christian Schools” by Bob Jones University Press. 

Math- Textbook is “Mathematics Course 1” by Prentice-Hall.  In addition to the textbook is 
a student workbook. This book introduces the concept of algebra at a normal pace, yet very 
extensively, emphasizing vocabulary. Topics covered include integers, decimals, fractions, 
percents, graphing, geometry and algebra.  Every Friday is a quiz with tests about once a 
month. 
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Seventh Grade 

Bible-   Students will have Bible study workbook and memory verse assignments daily. They 
will also be required to keep a Bible study prayer and reflection journal. Students will be 
graded on memory work, quiz and test results, journal entries, and class participation. 
Middle school students will also receive a participation grade for the effort they put into 
practicing for and performing our chapel skits! 

History- World History and Geography—Medieval and Early Modern Times                    
Among major topics to be covered will be: 

• An analysis of the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of 
the civilizations of Medieval Europe, China and Japan. 

• A unit where students will compare and contrast Meso-American and Andean 
civilizations. 

• A study of the origins, accomplishments, and geographic diffusion of the 
Renaissance. 

• The significance of the historical developments of the Reformation. 
• An overview of the political and economic change in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and 

eighteenth centuries (the Age of Exploration, the Enlightenment, and the Age of 
Reason). 

 

Language Arts- Includes Spelling and Vocabulary with weekly lists and tests.  Grammar 
which includes chapter tests on capitalization, punctuation, parts of speech, etc.   Emphasis 
on writing paragraphs and essays.  There is also reading literature in class and outside 
novels for book reports.  Abeka and Bob Jones Press textbook are used. 

Science- Life Science curriculum is based on the California Science Content Standards. 
Major units of study include the following: Cell Biology; Genetics; Evolution vs. Creation; 
Earth and Life History; Structure and Function in Living Systems; Physical Principals in 
Living Systems; Investigation and Experimentation. Textbook used is “Life Science for 
Christian Schools” by Bob Jones University Press. 

Math- Textbook is “Mathematics Course 2” by Prentice-Hall.  In addition to the textbook is 
a student workbook.  This book takes a much more aggressive approach to algebra and 
includes operations with integers, fractions, decimals, percentage, finances, statistics, 

geometry and trigonometry. Every Friday is a quiz with tests about once a month. 

Math Honors- Textbook is “Pre-Algebra” by Prentice-Hall.  Teacher recommendation and 
passing of a pretest in 6th grade required to take this course in 7th grade.  In addition to 
the text is a student workbook.  This is a beginning course of algebra and its concepts.  
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Topics include operations with integers, scientific notation, functions, relations, inequalities, 
coordinate planes, geometry and trigonometry. 

Eighth Grade 

Bible- This class will teach students how to have a relationship with God by studying books 
of the Bible in a Bible study type setting and will also focus on situations that teenagers 
face every day and how to handle them in a Christ-like manner. 

History- A survey course of US History, with a textbook from Bob Jones University Press.  
Covers various topics including colonial times, Revolutionary War, Declaration of 
Independence, The Constitution, expansion to the west, Civil War, rebuilding the South, 
WWI, The Depression, and WWII. 

Language Arts- Includes Spelling and Vocabulary with weekly lists and tests.  Grammar 
which includes chapter tests on capitalization, punctuation, parts of speech, etc.   Emphasis 
on writing paragraphs and essays.  There is also reading literature in class and outside 
novels for book reports.  Abeka and Bob Jones Press textbook are used. 

Science- Physical Science curriculum will be based on the California Science Content 
Standards. Major units of study include the following: Motion; Forces; Structure of Matter; 
Earth in the Solar System; Reactions; Chemistry of Living Systems; The Periodic Table; 
Density and Buoyancy; Investigation and Experimentation.  Textbook used is 8th Grade 
Physical Science by Holt, Rinehart and Winston, a Harcourt Classroom Education Company. 

Math- Textbook is “Pre-Algebra” by Prentice-Hall.  In addition to the text is a student 
workbook.  This is a beginning course of algebra and its concepts.  Topics include operations 
with integers, scientific notation, functions, relations, inequalities, coordinate planes, 
geometry and trigonometry. 

Math Honors- Textbook is “Algebra 1” by Prentice-Hall.  This is usually used in a 9th grade 
high school algebra courses.  Students, who are cognitively able to grasp the abstract 
theories of algebra and pass a pretest in their 7th grade year with a teacher 
recommendation, will take this course in 8th grade.  Topics include real numbers, algebraic 
equations, graphing equations, liner equations, polynomial factoring, operations with radicals 
and quadratic factoring.  

***Please note: The taking of this course does not guarantee entrance into Geomerty in 9th 
grade.  While this course is more advanced, students must show exceptional ability and 
results in order to be fully prepared for a High School Honors Math Track.  While Algebra 1 
will not be needed for Geometry, it will be used greatly in Algebra 2 and Physics.  It is the 
responsibility of the parents to be pro-active in their child’s High School Math Placement.  
Please see math teacher for further questions. 
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Misc. Classes offered 

Spanish Year 1: Introduction to Spanish using Spanish 1 for Christian Schools, Bob Jones 
University Press.  Students will learn to read, write with the emphasis on conversational 
Spanish.  Each lesson consists of dialogue or reading passage, followed by questions, 
vocabulary, and a grammar section.  Students will have written and oral exercises, and Bible 
memory verses.   

Spanish Year 2/3:  Consistent with first year, with emphasis on conversational Spanish.  
Main objective is that students will increase their ability to understand and 
communicate the Spanish language. 

Computer- Major emphasis is on keyboarding and tying skills.  Subsequent projects involve 
Microsoft Word, Excel and Powerpoint while utilizing the World Wide Web for research. 

Art- Students are taught the basics of art plus learn about famous artists and their styles 
and techniques used. 

Study Skills- Study Right is a study skills program designed to help students learn how to 
study. The goal of all teaching is motivating students to learn at their potential. Good study 
habits will help your students achieve this goal. Learning how to study is too important to be 
left to chance or to an occasional reference in a textbook. 
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Independence Christian School 
Acknowledgement of Handbook 

2010-2011 
 

Sign and date the form below and return to your 
child’s homeroom teacher or the school office. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
I have read the current Independence Christian Middle School Handbook. I 
acknowledge that there may be changed rules and consequences from previous 
handbooks. I accept its contents. I will abide by its rules and consequences. I also 
agree to support the Administration and staff when executing the policies and 
procedures found in the Middle School Handbook.  
 
Student Name__________________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature_______________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name___________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature________________________________________ 
 
Date_______________________________  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


