SOUTHWEST UNITED SOCCER CLUB/KC FUSION
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
CAN YOU TELL ME SOMETHING ABOUT SWUSC/KC FUSION?  ARE THEY REALLY ANY DIFFERENT FROM THE OTHER SOCCER CLUBS AROUND TOWN? WHAT MAKES YOU UNIQUE?
Southwest United Soccer Club (www.swusc.org) is a not-profit organization focused on providing area families with an affordable soccer experience regardless of your child’s level or goals.   We have over 1,200 players within our recreational and premier programs.  While the majority live in Lenexa and Shawnee, we have a number of players from Overland Park, Olathe and other neighboring communities.
Our recreational program begins at the U5 age group and continues through U8 all within the complete oversight of the SWU umbrella.  Older recreational teams (U9 and above) participate through the Heartland Soccer Association.  Our competitive or premier teams begin at age U9 and include teams that play in Heartland’s top divisions and travel extensively as well as teams that compete at lower premier divisions and travel very little.  
I’M NOT SURE I UNDERSTAND EXACTLY WHAT THE REAL DIFFERENCES ARE BETWEEN REC SOCCER AND PREMIER SOCCER?
Recreational soccer is intended to provide younger children the opportunity to be introduced to the “beautiful game” and learn some of the very basis fundamentals; the focus is on creating a love and appreciation of the sport.  Rec teams generally practice once per week, may participate in one indoor session and generally don’t compete in tournaments.  Premier soccer is intended to develop players to the highest level of their potential.  It’s designed to facilitate growth in each of the technical, tactical, physical and psychological aspects of the game.  Premier teams generally practice twice per week, participate in one or two sessions of indoor (and may practice once a week for some of the winter months) and will compete in anyone from four to seven tournaments over the course of the year.
WHO WILL COACH MY SON/DAUGHTER?

The decision as to who your child’s coach will ultimately be yours.  More specifically, we have a formal process whereby we will identify a priority of coaches within each age group/gender.  The top slated coach will be provided the opportunity to extend offers to any player until their roster is filled.  Then the second slated coach for that age group/gender will do the same, and so on and so forth.  However, we do not force a player/family to accept any offer.  Should a player desire to turn down an offer from a coach and choose to play for a lower slated coach, that decision will be respected by club and its coaches.
CAN YOU EXPLAIN THE “TRYOUT” PROCESS?

We strive to make the tryout process open and fair to all participants.  We will generally provide a short commentary and question and answer session at the beginning of each session.  Generally, the actual coaches for specific teams being evaluated will be conducting the tryout sessions.  We often have more than one team at each age group.  Our intent is to provide feedback as quickly as possible to all participants.

I’VE HEARD “GOING PREMIER” IS REALLY EXPENSIVE, IS THIS TRUE?
Our premier program (KC Fusion) works diligently to keep our fees at the lowest level possible.  Given the success of our program, we believe we’re one of the very best “values” in the market.  Many variables contribute to the overall “all in” cost of playing premier, including the number of tournaments played over the course of the year, the nature and extent of indoor leagues, and whether or not there are coaching fees involved.  We do have a number of very experienced coaches, many of whom have played (or are playing) professionally and charge a monthly fee.  But we also have a number of coaches, a number of whom played at the high school and/or college level who do not charge a fee.  Often these coaches have a child on the team and as a result, provide their time and talent at no cost to the other players.  

CAN YOU GIVE ME A SENSE OF WHAT OUR ANNUAL COST MIGHT BE AS PART OF A PREMIER TEAM?
Our registration fees will be $250 for the 2009/2010 “soccer year” (two outdoor sessions).  Many teams also play one or two sessions of indoor soccer or futsal.  Our most competitive teams might play as many as seven or eight tournaments over the course of a year, but most teams participate in two or three tournaments in each of the two outdoor sessions.  Generally, you can expect to pay $25-30 per family for each tournament.  Out of town tournaments also carry the cost of travel and lodging.  Our uniform kit is expected to be in the range of $100 and we typically expect to get two full years of wear out of a uniform.  Warm-ups and backpacks are optional and generally run in the range of $75 and $35.
WHERE ARE THE TRYOUTS HELD?

Our tryouts are held annually based on timing established by the Kansas Youth Soccer Association but generally fall on the second weekend of June.  They are held at Cottonwood Soccer Park/Mill Creek Fields located on 79th St between Pflumm Road and Lackman Road in Lenexa.  Actual dates and times are posted on our web site at www.swusc.org.

