Guidelines for Administering the Deacons' Benevolence Fund
Scriptural Basis and Guidance for Making Gifts
We, the Deacons of Cedar Grove Baptist Church, express our gratitude to God the Father Almighty for his generous goodness to our families separately and to us collectively as Christ's church at Cedar Grove. Because of the abundant and steadfast love that he has shown to us in this way, we have deemed it good and proper to set aside a portion of his monetary blessing to minister to his church and to the lost. We seek to administer this fund pursuant to the following biblical principles:
· Because our salvation is a gift from God who has saved us by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, we are God's workmanship that he created in Jesus Christ for us to do good works, which God has prepared beforehand for us to do. Eph. 2:8-10.

· We are to be generous in supplying the needs of the saints as an overflow of our thanksgiving to God. 2 Cor. 9:11-13.
· We seek to be salt and light to the world, doing good works so that others may glorify God. Matt. 5:13-16.

· In doing this, just as in all that we do, we act for God's glory. 1 Cor. 10:31.
The People Who We Desire to Help
In order to honor the above Scriptural principles, we purpose to administer the Benevolence Fund to the glory of God and for our joy by providing for, caring for, and ministering to the following people in the following order:

· We seek first to minister to those believers who belong to the flock of Cedar Grove Baptist Church,
· Next, we seek to minister to other believers who might be in need, whether locally or in the uttermost parts of the earth,
· Further, we seek to minister to the non-believing family members of Cedar Grove in order to love and care for our members and meet their needs, and
· Finally, we seek to minister to non-believers in our local community by providing for their felt needs as a means to share the gospel in both work and word so that they may repent of their sins and believe in Jesus Christ for salvation.

Factors the Deacon Body Will Consider Before Dispersing Funds to Non-Members
According to the principles and desires expressed above, we will consider the factors listed below when deciding whether to provide for any situation that involves non-members brought to our attention. Any one of these factors will provide sufficient cause to administer funds or to withhold from administering funds.

· Whether the person's primary residence is located in Bullitt County and within a 10 mile radius of Cedar Grove Baptist Church;
· What the person's need consists of—basic subsistence needs such as food, clothing, and shelter will take precedence over all others;

· What the person's life situation is—we wish to care for the most vulnerable and needy in our community, including but not limited to widows, orphans, pregnant mothers, and homeless persons;
· How many times we have helped or have been requested to help the person in the past—we will exercise a greater degree of mercy to those who have made a mistake or a few isolated bad decisions; and 
· Any other factor we might deem appropriate to consider in any given situation.

In our effort to help with the physical and spiritual need, we will invite the person seeking assistance to a church service, either Sunday or Wednesday. Following the service, more than one Deacon and/or Elder will meet with the person to discuss the need. A decision to help or not may be made then, or input from additional Deacons and/or Elders may be sought before a decision is made. Only in exceptional circumstances will we decide to help before meeting with the person face to face. 

We reserve the right to reverse our decision to give at any time for any reason, including subsequently learned information about the person's situation. As we desire to see the lives of people changed through our ministry, we reserve the right to withhold the gift to the person seeking help to encourage their productivity and usefulness and to discourage their reliance on this program and others similar to it as their regular source of income and means of subsistence in place of a job.
