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Pastorõs Ponderings 

Last week, Laurie received an alumni letter from President John Griffith of 

Presbyterian College Blue Hose.  While reading this article, I thought of our 

church and where we stand.  I have decided to use his article and adapt it to our 

church and ministry. 

 

Weôre Ready 

Not too long ago I expressed the joy for life at PHUMC in the summertime.  

It is a time to settle down and enjoy our time with our family and loved ones.  

Now we are preparing for the coming of fall and I am eager for everyone to get 

back into the swing of things. 

Iôm ready ï not because weôve nailed down every detail for whatôs to come 

this fall.  We havenôt.  Yet!  But I am eager to begin another fun filled season 

here.  Iôm anxious to see and meet our new preschoolers and teachers as they 

are embarking on a new school year.  I am ready to see how God will move us 

in our Sunday school classes that continue to grow because of the love of the 

students and the passion of the teachers.  I look forward to how we will be used 

to minister in such places as Family Promise and our Epworth work day        

offering which is coming up.  I am ready to meet new people as they come and 

visit our church on Sundays and gather with us at our annual Fall Festival on 

October 22nd.  I am ready to get back into the swing of things as our UMM will 

be hosting our golf tournament on September 27th and ready to dive into the 

food as our UMW gets set to have our first ever ñTaste of Pleasant Hillò on 

September 24th.  I look forward to our PH Kids and MYF getting back into gear.  

Amanda and Andy have been working hard to get things set for another fun 

filled fall with our children and youth.  And also I would be missing a huge 

chunk of PHMC if I left out our music program.  Rich and our choirs have    

always blessed us with their gifts and I canôt wait to see how God is planning on 

using them in the present and future. 

But what I am most excited to see is how the Holy Spirit will fall upon us 

during our worship services.  Over the last several weeks we have been having 

some really moving services and the Spirit has truly moved us.  I have sat back 

and watched as others have stood behind the pulpit and God has made himself 

known.  We are so truly blessed with such a wonderful church as stated during 

both of our Homecoming services.  Our people are special and we want others 

to have that same Spirit that we have.  There is something special here at 

PHUMC and if you have not been here in a while, I encourage you to come 

home and brush off your pew and get caught up in what God has going on here. 

Iôll close with an additional challenge: I encourage you to tell others about 

your magnificent church.  Share your excitement about this blessed place.  And, 

as always, GO BLUE HOSE! ï I mean GO PHUMC! 
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Are You Meeting Your  

God -Given Potential?  
Do you want to increase your  

energy? Lose 10 pounds in 2 

weeks? Sleep better than ever 

before?  
 

 

 

 

Get ready for the  Winning Your Race make-

over coming to PHUMC on Saturday, Sept 17th.  
 

 Beginning at 9:00am, this  òMaximized 

Livingó seminar will discover the essential  

principles of health!  Dr. Jake  and Dr. Dave 

will share with us simple changes we can make 

to our lifestyle that will help  make our bodies 

more efficient and lead us to maximized health.  

There is no cost for this seminar but, there will 

be a book available for $20 if you wish to      

purchase one.  The seminar will end at noon.  
 

 So that we can let them know how many 

to plan for, please make a reservation with the 

church office.  

THE FINANCIAL  ñWHAT  IFéò 

COLLECTING  ALL  THE PIECES  

OF THE  PUZZLE   
 

LIFE HAPPENSé  

It doesn't wait for us to be prepared.  
 

What ifé.tomorrow YOUR day happens?   

Have you planned for the WORST?   

Are all of the pieces of your puzzle in a good 

place or are they scattered about? 

Who will manage your family's financial     

affairs in a crisis? 

     Come on out on Wednesday, September 21st at 

6:00pm to share a meal and to learn more about 

planning for the unplanned events in your life.  

PHUMC will welcome Jere Brownlow, FIC as he 

presents some tips for the ñwhat ifôsò in our lives.  

     So that Jere and those preparing the meal may 

be sufficiently prepared, please register with the 

church office if you plan to attend. 

Wednesday, September 7th 

beginning at 6:00PM 

Join us for a Spaghetti  dinner and  
a night of fun and fellowship.  This is 

a fundraiser for the youth at Pleasant Hill.  There will 
also be several speakers that night who will inform 
us of other ministries.  We have two missionaries 
coming to share their passion and  experience of 
serving God.  The other speakers will introduce us to 
a program called ñMaximized Living.ò  These are the 
same folks who will offer a FREE seminar here on 
Saturday, September 17th.  We hope that you will join 
us for this wonderful evening. 

We will begin a new Bible study by John Ortberg 

called ñIf You Want to Walk on Water, Youôve 

Got to Get Out of the Boat.ò  The study will be  

on Tuesday mornings beginning September 13th 

at 10:00am.  This is a 6 week study led by Pastor 

Michael Ritter.  These six  interactive sessions 

will teach you how to discern Godôs call,        

transcend fear, risk faith, manage failure and  

trust God. You may sign up for this course on the 

Tear and Share or by calling the church office.    

Cherie Ellis will be holding an  

informational night on Tuesday, 

September 6th from 6ð7pm at 

PHUMC regarding Girl Scout 

troops in Indian Land.  If you are 

interested in scouting for your 

daughter please feel free to come. 

PHUMC 2011  

CHARGE  CONFERENCE  

Tuesday, October 11  

at 7:00pm.  

 
All reports to be included are due in the 

church office by September 19th!  
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September 4th ñ7:00pm  

Evening Meeting  
 

 

September 18th ñ7:30am  

Fellowship Breakfast at Bojangles  
 

All Men of the Church are welcome!  

 

PHUMC 

Meeting Dates for September 2011 

  

 September 8ðRainbow Circle at 10:00am  

 September 13ðEvening Sunshine Circle 7:00pm 

All women of the church are invited  

to join the circle of their choice.   

The fifth annual PHUMC 

Golf Tournament sponsored 

by the UMM will take place 

on Tuesday, September 27th 

with a shot-gun start  

at 1:00PM 

Sponsorship information 

and team sign up forms are available on the   

bulletin tables and from the church website.   

The United Methodist Women of 

PHUMC will hold their Quarterly   

Meeting on Sunday, September 

11 at the Encore in the Blakeney  

Shopping Area off of Ardrey Kell.   

We do need to know in advance 

how many to expect.   

Please contact Norita Kay or the church office to 

make your reservation.  ALL Women of the 

Church are invited and encouraged to attend.  

ñHeavenly Dishes of Pleasant Hillò Tasting Event 

September 24thðbeginning at 12:00pm 

 
 In 2010 the UMW took on the task of collecting hundreds of 

recipes from church members, many of which were treasured recipes 

that had been handed down from generation to generation.  These     

recipes are a way to remember and to preserve the history of Pleasant 

Hill potluck dinners and gatherings.  Many recipes cannot be found in 

standard cookbooks like Myrtle Douglasô Grits and Greens.  Some recipes are quick and 

easy, like Freda Richôs recipe for Crap Dip.  Others are decedent like Sun-Sational Cheese-

cake submitted by Pat Bryan.  Still others bring back memories, like Louise Yarboroughôs 

delicious Pound Cake.  One thing is sure, our small town cooks, male and female alike, are 

skilled in the kitchen. 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 24th when you are invited to a ñtasting 

eventò where many of the recipes in the cookbook will be showcased.  The even begins at 

12:00 noon and well be held in the Fellowship Hall.  You will have the opportunity to taste 

dozens of these treasured recipes and talk with some of our fabulous cooks.  Tickets are 

$5.00 each and will be available on Sunday mornings, as well as at the door.  Come and 

enjoy a ñTaste of Pleasant Hillò 




