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Pastorôs Ponderings 

Life is full of fresh starts and new beginnings.  Some beginnings are 

huge events; marriage, birth, career changes, children leaving home to name 

a few.  Others are small, like simply getting up in the morning to face the 

day, although if youôre not a morning person, it can seem like a huge event. 

Every time we make a decision, big or small, it represents a new  

beginning.  We can begin a path that honors God and draws us closer, or 

dishonors Him and pulls us farther away. 

Simple decisions such as what we watch on television, or if we will 

act on a temptation or not, can actually be the beginning of dangerous paths 

for us. 

I recently saw this quote, "No one can go back and start a new     

beginning, but anyone can start today and make a new ending".  I really   

began to think about that statement.  The conclusion was that we don't start 

over; but we begin again right where we are, making things better in our 

lives.  

As a believer in Christ, it is not about saying I will do this and I 

won't do that and then dropping the idea or falling short.  It is more about 

asking the Lord to help us each day, to fall deeper and deeper in love with 

Him - this way our focus will be set on the things of heaven and not on all 

this earthly stuff.  

If I were to make a New Year resolution, it would be to have a 

deeper commitment, a deeper love, and a deeper worship for the Lord.  This 

year I am determined to make Him my all and all.  He wants our undivided 

attention in spite of the distractions and temptations that lie waiting around 

the corner.  He has to be our main focus.  

Fortunately for all of us, even when we make bad decisions and   

follow those things of the earth, Christ has made new beginnings possible.  

When we turn our eyes and hearts to Him, it is the beginning of, or return to, 

a path of holiness. 

Second Corinthians 5:17 states, ñTherefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 

is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  

Until next time, may all your beginnings lead you closer to Jesus and 

the freedom that He offers.  I wish each and every one of you a Happy and 

Blessed 2012!  See you at PHUMC! 
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1st Wednesday Fellowship 

January 4 at 6:00pm 

 

Wonôt you join us at our 1st Wednesday Fellow-

ship when we gather to celebrate a whole year of 

birthdays.  No matter when your special day,   

we will be celebrating YOU on January 4th.  

Hope to see you there!!! 

Community Health Screenings 

Where: Pleasant Hill UMC 

When: Monday, January 9th 

Pre-registration is required. 

Have You Taken Control of Your Health Today? 

Life Line Screening will be at Pleasant Hill United 

Methodist Church on Monday, January 9, 2012      

offering five safe, painless, non-invasive preventive 

health screenings that are typically not a part of a   

routine physical.  
 

To be more proactive about your health and live 

longer for yourself, your family, and your community, 

call to register at 1-888-653-6441 or visit 

www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners.   

You can learn your risk of having stroke or vascular 

disease, prices range from $129 to $159. There is no 

time like the present to take action! 

Council on Ministries 

Planning Session 

Sunday, January 8   

Immediately following  

the 11:00am  

  

All Staff Members and Committee Chairs  

are asked to bring their committee plans and 

dates to this meeting to formalize the church 

calendar for 2012.  Lunch is provided! 

The Worship Committee 

would appreciate your help 

on Saturday, January 7th 

at 3:00pm to help carefully 

pack up our Christmas 

decorations for another 

year.  Please contact Marie 

Broome if you have any 

questions.  

We will be participating in the American 

Cancer Societyõs Relay for Life again in 

2012.  We are encouraging everyone to be a 

part of our Relay For Life Team.   As a team 

member we will raise funds to help  support 

the American Cancer Society and enjoy a lot of fun at the 

annual Relay For Life Event on April 27th.  If you wish to 

be a part of our team, please speak with Janice Poston, 

Kathryn Burch or Michael Ritter.  

   Our Church goal is $3000.00.  If you are not able to be 

on the team you can still help by purchasing foot prints, 

luminaries, and purple ribbons.  These can be placed in 

honor or memory of loved ones and friends, or as a busi-

ness sponsorship.  Please see Amanda or call the church 

office for more information.   

We are in need of people to 

provide Fellowship Meals for 

our youth and children on 

Sunday evenings. We are   

asking that you offer a  

òkid friendly meal/snackó.  

Please see sign up in the 

church office.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 1st ñ7:00pm  

Evening Meeting  
 

January 15th ñ7:30am  

Fellowship Breakfast  
 

All Men of the Church are welcome!  

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners
http://www.relayforlife.org/relay
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Bible Study Opportunities and Church Happenings 

Start the New Year out right by joining one of the Bible Study Opportunities we will be offering at PHUMC. 

Pastor Ritter will start a new 

Tuesday morning Bible Study 

at 10:00am beginning on  

January 10th.   

New students are always  

welcome to join this group.  

You may sign up using the Tear and Share 

section of your church bulletin or contacting 

the church office 

 

A new womenôs Bible Study will 

begin in January led by Susan 

Binley.  We will meet on Tuesday 

evenings at 6:30pm beginning 

January 10th.  Please speak with 

Susan if you have questions. 

You may sign up using the Tear and Share section of 

your church bulletin or contacting the church office. 

Pleasant Hill will offer a new evening bible study led by 

Rev. Carl Settle.  This bible study will be held on Thurs-

day evenings at 7:00pm beginning  January 12. This 

study is entitled ñExperiencing Godôs Grace and Word 

Through the Psalms.  We are sure that this will be a won-

derful opportunity to study Godôs Word with other.   You 

may sign up using the Tear and Share section of your 

church bulletin or contacting the church office. 

PHUMC 

 

 

 

 

The United Methodist Women of Pleasant Hill are 

asking you to donate any of your gently used 

purses/pocketbooks to their mission project for the 

month of January.  The women are collecting and 

filling these purses to donate to Safe Passage, a 

shelter for battered women and children.  Many 

times these women leave their homes with nothing 

but the clothes on their backs.  We are hoping to fill 

the purses with items such as trial size lotions,  

shampoos, conditioners, Kleenex, etc.  We are also 

accepting donations of those items as well.  Wonôt 

you please support this mission project with your 

donations?  Please speak with Norita Kay if you 

have any questions.  Purses and toiletry items can be 

dropped off in the church office. 

Join us at  
Fox and Hound 

on John J Delany in  
Ballantyne on Sunday, 

January 29th  
following the  
11am service.  

 

Family Fun Night  

at Chick -fil -A  

 

Join your church family at 6:00pm on  

January 12th  for food and fun at Chick -

Fil -A on Hwy 521 near the Wal -Mart in  

Indian Land.  Nothing special, nothing 

fancyé.just an opportunity to get together 

for some fellowship.   


