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   Three local men went deep sea fishing off the coast of South Carolina.  They hit a 
bad storm and were marooned on a desert island.  As the days slowly went by, they 
dreamed of what it would be like to be at home with their friends and family, to be 
back at their jobs doing the things they loved.  One day one of the men found a bottle.  
When he opened it, a genie came out and announced that he would grant each of them 
one wish.  “Really?” one of the men said, “Boy, I sure would love to be back in Indian 
Land with my wife and kids.”  POOF! — in an instant he was gone.  Seeing that, the 
second man immediately gave his request,” I want to be back in Fort Mill with my  
fiancé!”  And in a flash, POOF! — he was gone too. The third man was left all alone 
sitting on the sandy beach and said, “Wow, it’s lonely here with my friends gone.  I 
sure wish they’d come back.  And POOF! 
     I know that February is the month of Cupid and hearts and love, but there is another 
L word that I would like to focus on today.  It is the word laugh.  And I propose that 
we do more of it.   
     I came across a joke that will surely make you ladies laugh out loud — and you men 
too– that is, if you know what’s good for you, LOL! 

     A small-town couple was celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary and their long, 
loving relationship had long been the talk of the town.  For this special occasion, a  
local newspaper reporter paid them a visit to inquire as to the secret of their happy  
marriage.  “Well,” explained the husband, “it really all goes back to our honeymoon.  
We visited the Grand Canyon and took a trip down to the bottom of the canyon by 
pack mule.  We hadn’t gone too far when my wife’s mule stumbled.  My wife quietly 
said ‘That’s once.’  We proceeded a little farther when the mule stumbled again.    
Once more my wife quietly spoke: ‘That’s twice.’  We hadn’t gone a half-mile when 
the mule stumbled a third time.  My wife promptly removed a revolver from her purse, 
hopped down off the beast, and shot the mule dead.  I began to protest over her      
treatment of the mule when she looked at me and quietly said, ‘That’s once.”’ 
     I hope you liked that.  Now, I’ve heard it said children laugh 300 to 400 times a day 
while we adults laugh only a mere 15!  Believe it or not, experts say that laughing aids 
digestion, lowers blood pressure, reduces stress hormones, increases muscle flexion, 
boosts the immune system, triggers the release of endorphins which are the body’s 
natural painkillers, heals broken relationships and produces a general sense of         
well-being! 
     Let’s not take everything so seriously!  Let’s start laughing at ourselves a little, and 
laughing at our enemy’s attempts to keep us burdened and oppressed!  Truly there is a 
lot that is going on around the church that is serious business.  The other night I had a 
meeting that went long but was productive.  The only problem was, I needed a break, 
and instead of a break with a laugh, I got a headache.  We can get so caught up in the 
details that we miss the fun times that God has given us.  Stop and smell the roses 
sometimes.  Enjoy life around you, through the intense times and the not so intense 
times.  God has our victory –always!  And there’s so much work to be done!   
Have fun and put a smile on your face.  Love ya always!  Michael 



������� �������������������������������������� ������������� � �

�

�

�����������
��������	��� �����������
�	 �

           If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God 
                              who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be given you."            (James 1:5-6)  
 

     As we look forward to a New Year and the many challenges facing us, many of us are making New Year’s          
Resolutions.  If we do make resolutions, what do we ask for? Are they just singular detailed items about      
ourselves or are they broad and general and include others? I realized that as I had been thinking about the   
upcoming year, I was questioning how I would do the things that are required of and expected of a Lay Leader. 
I realized that I would need God’s infinite Wisdom along with the help and prayers of the entire congregation 
to accomplish anything meaningful and lasting. I found it both comforting and enlightening to find the     
promises God has for all those who seek Wisdom.  I realized that we all need to have more knowledge of what 
is really expected of the Lay Leadership and Laity within our church. The United Methodist Church  website 
(www.umc.org) provides us with the following vital information:  
      “The charge conference elects members for the committee on lay leadership. It is a committee or team   

that serves through out the year to guide the church council or alternative structure on matters regarding  
the lay leadership (other than employed staff) of the congregation to: engage in growth and development  
as disciples of Jesus Christ; focus on mission and ministry as service; guide the development and training 
of Christian spiritual leaders; recruit, nurture, and support persons in their elected roles;assist the church 
council in assessing changing leadership needs.  The major responsibilities of this committee are to: get to 
know members of the congregation and identify and help them to discern their skills, gifts, knowledge,  
and level of commitment; identify leadership and service opportunities in your congregation; prepare job 
descriptions for leadership positions; match potential leaders with leadership positions and invite persons 
to serve in those positions, making sure that these persons represent the makeup of our congregation;     
present recommendations to the charge conference; equip leaders through training and support.” 

 
     We also find from The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, (¶250.1) that the Role of the 
Lay Leader is defined as: “serving as primary advocate for the laity; recognizing, fostering awareness of,     
and celebrating within the faith community the ministries of all laity in daily life; meeting regularly with our 
pastor to discuss the function and flow of the mission and primary task within and through our congregation 
and to determine needs for new ministries; serving on lay leadership committee with our pastor; being a   
member of the charge conference, the administrative council, and finance committees to advise about ministry 
opportunities and needs within the community and world, and interpreting primary tasks, programs, and     
concerns of the annual conference and general church in order to foster understanding of their connectional 
interaction with the local congregation; taking advantage of training opportunities and extending these         
opportunities to all laity; serving on the staff-parish relations committee, the church council, and the committee 
on finance; as the lay member of our annual conference, ......, to share and interpret the actions of the annual 
conference.” 
 
     So, as we embrace a New Year and make our New Year's Resolutions, I pray and hope that all of us will 
seek Wisdom and pray daily for the church Laity Leadership, all of our congregation, each of our Church  
committees, our volunteers, our Pastor, and our community. With prayer and Wisdom, we can all meet and 
exceed the expectations that we have for each other. As we pray for God to grant His divine Vision and the 
Wisdom to accomplish all the tasks that are laid before us, the Lord will give each of us and our church the 
ability to accomplish mighty things through the power of Christ’s love living in each one of us. 
May God Bless You All Year Long! 
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Where is God leading Pleasant Hill?  The Master Site Plan developed in 2008 reflects the results of the congregational 
survey completed by The Long Range Planning committee.  The Master Site Plan maximizes the use of the property we 
currently own. 
     Locations for a Family Life Center and a new Sanctuary are the primary highlights of the plan.  The completion of 
connecting our separate entrances and the additional parking spaces needed in the future are also part of the plan. 
     The congregational survey emphasizes the need for a Family Life Center to help Pleasant Hill keep pace with the 
growth in our area.  The significant majority of the congregation felt the Family Life Center was the logical first step in 
planning our ability to minister to the families moving to this area. 
     The Building Committee interviewed several architectural firms and selected the same company that provided The 
Master Site Plan.  With their assistance we arrived at approximate construction cost for a Family Life Center and a new 
Sanctuary.  The cost was $2.2 million for a Family Life Center and $5.3 million for a sanctuary. 
      Following the desire of the majority of the congregation, the capital campaign kicked off to see what portion of the 
construction cost we could raise during admitted times of financial struggle.  The campaign was a tremendous success, 
with commitments for over 25 percent of the approximate cost.  The building committee is continuing to research      
financing options and fund raising opportunities to bring our dream to a reality. 
      Once the Family Life Center is built, the existing Fellowship Hall can be divided into class rooms, meeting space and 
additional offices as our staff increases.  Once the renovation is complete, remodeling of our current educational space 
can be planned. 
       Please keep The Master’s Plan and the vision of Pleasant Hill in your prayers. 
      Your Building Committee welcomes suggestions and questions as we follow where God leads. 

As the New Year dawned, most everyone probably made resolutions about things they wanted to do or change in 2010. 
Some may have resolved to exercise more, to lose weight, or to be more organized. The resolutions are as numerous as 
the sands on the beach. Unfortunately, for many of us those resolutions lose their resolve and we are back to business as 
usual before we can make a real change. 

Many of us wish we could make those resolutions into reality, but we lack one thing -  COMMITMENT. As we begin 
our new church year, we look forward to the opportunities for service, for learning, for growth, for spiritual renewal and 
for becoming better members of the body of Christ. Let us resolve as a church family to support and love one another, to 
nurture the dreams and visions that we have and to work together to make them a reality. Let’s make a commitment to be 
at church regularly, to serve when asked and to give as God has blessed us. 

By the time you read this article we will have already started our commitment campaign for supporting our churches  
financial needs. Biblically we are called to give our tithes and offerings to God, to support the work of spreading the  
gospel by our prayers, our presence and our gifts. 2009 was a difficult year for many in our nation as well as in our    
local congregation. Jobs were lost, business owners had reduced revenue, the stock market dropped and it seemed that 
the clouds were always dark. 2010 has not brought with it a sudden change in those conditions. Hopefully it has brought 
glimmers of hope that will grow into rays of light that will turn into a new and brighter day. 

The finance committee in planning our budget for this year felt that we needed to not grow our budget, but to keep our 
budget as close as possible to our 2009 budget, which we have done. Please be in prayer during this time about the   
commitment that God is calling you to make. Let this be the year that you decide to put God to the test and make a   
commitment based on faith and trust that he will be faithful to help you make that commitment. 

Let’s make 2010 the year that we resolve to live our lives by faith, to make a COMMITMENT, to turn that resolution 
into reality and to be good stewards of all the gifts that God has blessed us with. Let us remember that as stewards we are 
only called to manage what God gives us and to not be store houses for what he provides. May God guide your decisions 
and richly bless you for your faithfulness! 

In Christ’s Love, 
Brian Carnes  Finance Committee Chairman 
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Family Promise 1st round host week will be Feb.28th -March 7th 2010. We will 
have the sign-up board out for all those willing to help.  This year we would like 
small groups to think about working together with some of the volunteer tasks. 
The Missions Committee and Family Promise Committee will have some ideas 
to share in the near future. If you would like to be a part, in any way, with the 
planning and helping with this mission please call Gerald Cook at (803)548-7230 
or e-mail me at geraldcook@comporium.net. 
  
We have 2 families in the church rotation and 1 family in a transitional home. 
Other families have moved on to better arrangements. All the families have kept 
in contact with the Day Center and  expressed there gratefulness for all that we 
were able to do for them.   
Continue to keep praying for those who need this ministry. 
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Don your favorite team colors and 
come enjoy a souper supper to  
benefit our Pleasant Hill Preschool. 

 

Come and make sure your team is represented.   
 

We will also celebrate with James 
and Kristina Dudla as they await the 
birth of their second child (a little 
girl).  Come and be a part of our 
PHUMC Baby Shower for the 
Dudla’s.  Gifts are not necessary. 

We will once again participate in 
the American Cancer Society’s  
Relay for Life on April 23/24, 2010.  
We are encouraging everyone to be 
a part of our Relay For Life Team.  
The cost to participate is $10 per 
person which includes a t-shirt.  

As a team member you will raise funds to help support the 
American Cancer Society and enjoy a lot of fun at the annual 
Relay For Life Event on April 23rd.  If you wish to be a part 
of our team, please secure a  purple packet from the bulletin  
tables in the church, or by calling the church office.  Our next 
team meeting will be on Sunday, February 14th at 3:00PM. 

Our Church goal is $3000.00.  If you are not able to be on the 
team you can still help by purchasing foot prints, luminaries, 
and purple ribbons.  These can be placed in honor or memory 
of loved ones and friends, or for a business sponsorship.  
Please see Amanda Carnes or call the church office for more 
information.  

The following items will be for sale on Sunday’s after both 
worship services: 

¨ Shirts—$12 to $20  (tees and sweat shirts) 
¨ Ribbons—$10 
¨ Luminaries—$10 
¨ Footprints—$1.00 
¨ Advertising Sign   
 “In Memory or In Honor of…” sign—$100 

Interested in a Study of  
“The Shack?” 

If you are interested in  
exploring this book further, 
please join us on Friday,   

February 19th, at 7:30pm at the home of Sue 
Cook, 9226 Possum Hollow Rd, Indian Land, SC.  
Please read, or review, or re-read the first few 
chapters of the book in preparation for this study.  
Also, if you would like to bring a finger food to 
share with the group, that would be very nice.  
Please contact Sue Cook, 548-7230, or the church 
office if you have questions. 
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We would like to begin a PHUMC Book Club.  
This group would choose a book to read each 
month and then meet to discuss it.  We will 
offer this ministry only if there are enough 
folks interested in   participating.  Please see 
Amanda Carnes or call the church office if you 
would like to be a part of this ministry. 
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Officers for 2010 

President—Pat Davis 

Vice-President—Janice Poston 

Secretary—Freda Rich 

Treasurer—Joy Pettit 

 

Evening Sunshine Circle resumes in March 

Morning Rainbow Circle meets February 18th @ 10:00AM 

All women of the church are encouraged to attend the circle 
meeting of their choice! 

The United Methodist Women have many  
events planned for the Spring.  Mark your     
calendars with these dates: 
 

Sunday, March 7—Women in the Pulpit Sunday  
 Our UMW ladies will be leading services that day. 
 
Sunday, April 18—Soup and Salad Luncheon 
 This is a fundraiser to be held following the 11am service. 
 
Sat./Sun., May 22/23—Spiritual Retreat at Lake Junaluska 
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The Worship Committee is seeking an 
adult or adults who would be interested 
in training and mentoring our acolytes.  
The role of the acolytes is an important 
ministry and we need someone who 
would work with them.  If you feel 
called to serve in this way, please speak 
with Janice Poston, chairperson of the 
Worship Committee, at your earliest 
convenience. 
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Greetings from your PHUMC Music Ministry!  Just as most of us are resting up a bit 
after a busy Christmas season, the folks in the music ministry are already gearing up for 
Holy Week activities.  The Chancel Choir will be presenting an Easter Cantata on April 
3rd at 6PM.  This is the Saturday night before Easter.  The cantata is titled “The Day He 
Wore My Crown” and is a powerful, worshipful work.  Then, on Easter Sunday, our 

Praise Choir and Band will be presenting a mini-musical called “Glorious Cross”.  While quite a bit shorter 
in minutes, this work also carries an equally powerful resurrection message about what Christ did for us.   
We are in the beginning stages of working on these and just started quite a bit of new music.  NOW would 
be a perfect time to join our ministry in either or both choirs.  Please let Rich Austin or any music ministry 
member know if you are interested in joining.  We would be happy to get you started (or restarted) in leading 
in worship through song! 

It is important to our worship service that we have someone in the 
sound room who has been properly trained to operate our equipment.  
If you are interested in learning how to operate the sound board and 
would be willing to go on a rotating schedule for services, please 
speak with Rich Austin or Dennis Moore as soon as possible. 
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The M & M’s (mature members) monthly luncheon will be held on, Thursday February 25 at 
12:00PM in the fellowship hall.  All senior adults in our church are welcome to attend.  The 
meat and beverages will be furnished; please bring a side dish to share.  Please try to either 
come early and help Freda Rich, our meal coordinator, get the food and tables ready or stay  
after the program to help clean up.  We really appreciate all the volunteers who help us. 
 

The M & M’s invite all senior adults to participate in the various activities.  One of our missions is the 
M & M Choir which visits local nursing homes to sing for the enjoyment of the residents.  Our choir also 
sings at church when asked.  On January 21, the choir visited The Havens in Pineville where Betty        
Carrouth’s sister Lena is a resident.   If you would like to join the choir, please contact the church office   
or call Jean Hill, our choir coordinator. 
 
At the December luncheon, many of you signed a petition requesting the board of trustees to provide the 
bus for transporting seniors who cannot drive to and from church.  Frank Davis, senior adult coordinator, 
presented the petition to the trustees, and Dennis Moore, chairman of the board of trustees, met with the 
M & M officers at their business meeting on January 14.  More information on this request will be      
available in the near future when a plan of action is in place. 
 
If you have questions or concerns, please call the church office or one of the officers of the M & M’s. 
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Wednesdays of Lent  

beginning with service at NOON  

and luncheon following.   

Concluding by 1:00PM. 
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Please join us and invite your 
friends and family to share in 

our Holy Week and  
Easter Services. 

 

Sunday, March 28th—Palm Sunday 
 Services at 8:30am and 11:00am 
 Palm Sunday Parade at 9:45am 
 
Wednesday, March 31st 
 Midday Service at 12:00pm 
 followed by a light lunch 
 
Thursday, April 1st—Maundy Thursday 
 Service with Communion at 7:00pm 
 
Friday, April 2nd—Good Friday 
 Service at 6:00pm 
 
Saturday, April 3rd—Easter Cantata 6:00pm  
 
Sunday, April 4th—Easter Sunday 
 6:00am—Sunrise Service 
 7:30am—Easter Breakfast 
 Services at 8:30am and 11:00am 
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     Needed to meet budget: $31,652.00 
     Received to budget: $23,546.00  
     Expenditures thru 1/24 :  $18,353.18 
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If you notice a member’s  
birthday or anniversary  

missing or incorrect, 
please inform the  
church office at   

548-4922. 
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ACOLYTES  
 

  8:30 am                     11:00 am   
 

2/7   Courtney Whitten and Preston Burgess Khyle Dyer and Alisha Schmader 
2/14 Chris Whitten and Jake Faulkner Danielle Earnest and Rayna Helms 
2/21 Casey Sweem and Ashley Davis Julia Murray and Bayley Murray 
2/28 Kace Faulkner and Courtney Whitten Khyle Dyer and Alisha Schmader 
 
USHERS 
 

 8:30 am  
 

2/7 Chad, Judy and Kace Faulkner 
2/14 Gerald Cook, Mike and Mary Phelan 
2/21 Rick Mason, Diane Bridges, Amy Whitten 
2/28 Dennis Moore, Luke Whiteside, Mary Lou Moore 
 

 11:00 am 
 

2/7 John Robertson, Dale Jordan, Dan Couchenour, Brad Carnes 
2/14 David McMillan, Steve Mannon, Bill Mullins, Jesse Davis 
2/21 Ed and Shirley Ghent, Scott and Kim Murray 
2/28 Bennie Poston, Tommie Hillis, Bill Jonas, Barron Shaw 
 
 

COUNTERS 
 

2/7 Jane Mullins and Tony Carnes 
2/14 Amy Whitten and Michael Mayer 
2/21 Janice Poston and Wanda Garmon-Price 
2/28 Lesley Blackwelder and Flip Bombardier   
 
ELEVATORS  
 

2/7 Brad Carnes 
2/14 Steve Mannon 
2/21 Scott Murray 
2/28 Bennie Poston 
 
REGISTRATION PAD COLLECTORS  
 

2/7 Janice Poston and Amy Whitten 
2/14 Pierrette Tompkins 
2/21 Natalie Dyer and Diane Bridges 
2/28 Jean Hill and Freda Rich 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 

 8:30 am                11:00 am      
2/7 Tony Carnes  Tony Carnes 
2/14 Michael Ritter  Michael Ritter 
2/21 Sue Cook   Tony Carnes 
2/28 Amanda Carnes  Amanda Carnes 

� � � � � � 	� � � � � � 	� � � � � � 	� � � � � � 	� � � � � � 	� � � � � � 	� � � � � � 	� � � � � � 	� � � � � � 	� � � � � � 	� � � � � � 	� � � � � � 	 
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NURSERY WORKERS 
 

 8:30 am   
2/7  Becca Kulkofsky, Jessica Barnes, Charlene Controne 
2/14  Becca Kulkofsky, Jessica Barnes, Kim Davis 
2/21  Becca Kulkofsky, Jessica Barnes, Lauren Anglin 
2/28   Becca Kulkofsky, Jessica Barnes, Ericka Collins 
 

  11:00 am   
2/7  Becca Kulkofsky, Jessica Barnes,  
  Stefanie Kremer, Jennifer Beadle 
2/14  Becca Kulkofsky, Jessica Barnes, 
  Scotty Cook, Jean Hill 
2/21  Becca Kulkofsky, Jessica Barnes, 
  Brad Carnes, Amanda Carnes 
2/28  Becca Kulkofsky, Jessica Barnes, 
  Thelma Powell, Diane Carnes 
 
NURSERY SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

2/7 Becca Kulkofsky, Jessica Barnes,  
 Lauren Anglin, Tami Harris 
2/14 Becca Kulkofsky, Jessica Barnes, 
 Barbara Miller-Crumpton, Mary Lou Moore 
2/21 Becca Kulkofsky, Jessica Barnes, 
 Sue Cook, Justin Carnes 
2/28 Becca Kulkofsky, Jessica Barnes,  
 Dorella McCorkle, Chris Burgess 
 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP LEADERS  
 

 8:30 am                       11:00 am  
2/7 Amanda Carnes and helper Amanda Carnes and helper 
2/14      Lauren and Phillip Anglin  Mike and Kay Mayer 
2/21 Chris and Kim Davis  Ray Helms and Natalie Dyer 
2/28 Tony and Diane Carnes  Brad and Amanda Carnes 

BRASS POLISHERS—(before the Sunday of…) 
2/7 Wanda Garmon-Price 
2/14 Jean Hill 
2/21 Amy Whitten 
2/28 Sandra Helms 

FIRST WEDNESDAY CLEAN-UP CREW  
 

2/3 WE NEED YOU!!!  
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CHURCH STAFF 
Michael D. Ritter……….. Pastor 
Amanda Carnes………… Director of Christian Education 
Tonya Woody……..…….. Preschool Director 
Rich Austin……………... Director of Music Ministries  
Mary Lee Haynes………. Church  Administrator 
Becca Kulkofsky………... Nursery 
Jessica Barnes…………... Nursery 
Kristina Dudla…………... Nursery 
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