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  Summary of New Jersey Synod Assembly  June 5-6th, 2009 
  
 Over 600 voting members representing 185 churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer-
ica met on Friday, June 5th and Saturday, June 6th to worship, elect members to  various positions, greet each 
other, discuss topics that are affecting the church, and pass resolutions that will help move the church for-
ward.  
 Under the Theme of “God’s Work, Our Hands”, the 22nd annual assembly got under way with “Café 
Conversations” on Thursday evening and brisk discussions on the church and it’s mission from 2009-2013.  
 Friday morning brought early registrations and began with worship with Holy Communion for over 
450 gathered voting members.  The business sessions followed including a welcome by Bishop E. Roy Ri-
ley. A series of reports from the Nominating committee, Secretary, Reference and Council Committee, 
Treasurer, Synod Council, and Retired Leaders, followed.  
 Significant Resolutions are as follows: 
 1. A resolution calling for the celebrating the gifts of all seniors working in ministry, The strength-
ening of outreach to seniors in our communities, and sharing information of senior ministries with each 
other.  Resolution passed 
 2. A resolution concerning Guidelines for Weekly days off for Pastors and Rostered persons calling 
for a minimum of 2 days each week as a requirement. 
Resolution passed. 
 3. A resolution concerning maternity and parenting leave for rostered persons  Resolution referred 
to Synod Council for study. 
 4. A resolution to abolish racism and review the factors inhibiting people of color from experienc-
ing the fullness of leadership in this synod. Resolution passed. 
 5. A Memorial  Concerning Human Sexuality: (see on-line at ELCA.ORG) 
To adopt the proposed Social Statement on Human Sexuality; 
To adopt the four parts of the proposed Recommendation on Ministry policies. 
To hold publicly accountable those in same-gendered relationships in the exchange of   
   promises of lifelong love and fidelity.  
To formalize procedures for the reception of same gendered clergy from other  
   Lutheran church-bodies or those previous excluded. Memorial passed. Will be reported  
   at the church-wide assembly in July when  the whole church will address these issues.  
 6. A Resolution Concerning Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
Calling for pastors to preach and teach “an understanding of immigration issues”: congregations to engage 
in “prayerful discussion on issues relating to immigration; and to support those “affected by anti-immigrant 
sentiment.” Resolution passed.  
 
 For more detail on the complete happenings at the Synod Assembly, please contact Mr. Ed Burns or Pastor 
Gary Stiegler. You may also check out many of these topics on the NJ Synod Web Site at: 
www.NJSynod.org  or the ELCA Web site at www.ELCA.org 
 
 Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 Pastor Gary Stiegler 
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THOSE SERVING IN JULY 2009 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat urday 
28 
10:00 AM  Immanuel Worship 
12:00 PM  Cristo 
12:30 PM  DeDios Worship 
5:00 PM  Spirit Filled Min. 

29 
7:00 PM  SFM-
Couples Mtg. 

30 
7:30 PM  De Dios 

1 
11:00 AM  SFM-
Meeting 
7:30 PM  Cristo 

2 
7:30 PM  Music & 
Worship 

3 
7:00 PM  Spirit-filled 
Min. 

4 
5:30 PM  Immanuel 
Worship Serv. 

5 
10:00 AM  IMMANUEL WOR-
SHIP 
12:00 PM  Cristo 
12:30 PM  DeDios Worship 
5:00 PM  Spirit Filled Min. 

6 
7:00 PM  Finance 
Mtg. 

7 
7:30 PM  De Dios 

8 
7:00 PM  Ballroom 
Dance Lessons 
7:30 PM  Council 
Mtg. 
7:30 PM  Cristo 

9 
7:00 PM  Ballroom 
Dance Lessons 

10 
7:00 PM  Spirit-filled 
Min. 

11 
3:00 PM  Wedding - 
Somers, Kerri 
5:30 PM  Immanuel 
Worship Serv. 

12 
10:00 AM  IMMANUEL WOR-
SHIP 
12:00 PM  Cristo 
12:30 PM  DeDios Worship 
5:00 PM  Spirit Filled Min. 

13 14 
7:30 PM  De Dios 

15 
10:15 AM  C.A.T. 
Mtg. 
11:00 AM  SFM-
Meeting 
7:00 PM  Ballroom 
Dance Lessons 
7:30 PM  Cristo 

16 
7:00 PM  Ballroom 
Dance Lessons 

17 
7:00 PM  Spirit-filled 
Min. 

18 
12:00 PM  Wedding-
Wright & Kelly 
5:30 PM  Immanuel 
Worship Serv. 

19 
10:00 AM  IMMANUEL WOR-
SHIP 
12:00 PM  Cristo 
12:30 PM  DeDios Worship 
5:00 PM  Spirit Filled Min. 

20 21 
7:30 PM  De Dios 

22 
7:00 PM  Ballroom 
Dance Lessons 
7:30 PM  Cristo 

23 
7:00 PM  Ballroom 
Dance Lessons 

24 
7:00 PM  Spirit-filled 
Min. 

25 
5:30 PM  Immanuel 
Worship Serv. 

26 
10:00 AM  IMMANUEL WOR-
SHIP-Baptism 'Stasiak' 
12:00 PM  Cristo 
12:30 PM  DeDios Worship 
5:00 PM  Spirit Filled Min. 

27 
7:00 PM  SFM-
Couples Mtg. 

28 
7:30 PM  De Dios 

29 
11:00 AM  SFM-
Meeting 
7:00 PM  Ballroom 
Dance Lessons 
7:30 PM  Cristo 

30 
7:00 PM  Ballroom 
Dance Lessons 

31 
7:00 PM  Spirit-filled 
Min. 

1 
5:30 PM  Immanuel 
Worship Serv. 
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THOSE SERVING IN AUGUST 2009 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat urday 
26 
10:00 AM  IMMANUEL WOR-
SHIP-Baptism 'Stasiak' 
12:00 PM  Cristo 
12:30 PM  DeDios Worship 
5:00 PM  Spirit Filled Min. 

27 
7:00 PM  SFM-
Couples Mtg. 

28 
7:30 PM  De Dios 

29 
11:00 AM  SFM-
Meeting 
7:00 PM  Ballroom 
Dance Lessons 
7:30 PM  Cristo 

30 
7:00 PM  Ballroom 
Dance Lessons 

31 
7:00 PM  Spirit-
filled Min. 

1 
5:30 PM  Immanuel 
Worship Serv. 

2 
10:00 AM  IMMANUEL WOR-
SHIP -Baptism 'Holt' 
12:00 PM  Cristo 
12:30 PM  DeDios Worship 
5:00 PM  Spirit Filled Min. 

3 
7:00 PM  Finance 
Mtg. 

4 
7:30 PM  De Dios 

5 
7:00 PM  Ballroom 
Dance Lessons 
7:30 PM  Cristo 

6 
7:00 PM  Ballroom 
Dance Lessons 
7:30 PM  Music & 
Worship 

7 
7:00 PM  Spirit-
filled Min. 

8 
11:00 AM  Wed-
ding-Sedar & Mate-
ria 
3:00 PM  Wedding-
Adelung & Stans-
bury 
5:30 PM  Immanuel 

9 
10:00 AM  IMMANUEL WOR-
SHIP 
12:00 PM  Cristo 
12:30 PM  DeDios Worship 
5:00 PM  Spirit Filled Min. 

10 11 
7:30 PM  De Dios 

12 
7:30 PM  Cristo 

13 14 
7:00 PM  Spirit-
filled Min. 

15 
5:30 PM  Immanuel 
Worship Serv. 

16 
10:00 AM  IMMANUEL WOR-
SHIP 
12:00 PM  Cristo 
12:30 PM  DeDios Worship 
5:00 PM  Spirit Filled Min. 

17 18 
7:30 PM  De Dios 

19 
10:15 AM  C.A.T. 
Mtg. 
7:30 PM  Cristo 

20 21 
7:00 PM  Spirit-
filled Min. 

22 
2:00 PM  Renewal 
of Vows 
5:30 PM  Immanuel 
Worship Serv. 

23 
10:00 AM  IMMANUEL WOR-
SHIP 
12:00 PM  Cristo 
12:30 PM  DeDios Worship 
5:00 PM  Spirit Filled Min. 

24 25 
7:30 PM  De Dios 

26 
7:30 PM  Cristo 

27 28 
7:00 PM  Spirit-
filled Min. 

29 
5:30 PM  Immanuel 
Worship Serv. 

30 
10:00 AM  IMMANUEL WOR-
SHIP-Baptism "Moccardi" 
12:00 PM  Cristo 
12:30 PM  DeDios Worship 
5:00 PM  Spirit Filled Min. 

31 
7:00 PM  SFM-
Couples Mtg. 

1 
7:30 PM  De Dios 

2 
7:30 PM  Cristo 

3 4 
7:00 PM  Spirit-
filled Min. 

5 
5:30 PM  Immanuel 
Worship Serv. 
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Twenty-seven people from 9 different organizations and churches Joined Hands on May 2nd 
to help clean-up the gardens and trails around the Interpretive Center at Island Beach 

State Park. This was the fifth year for the project which is sponsored by the Ocean County 
Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and was originally "born" out of the Thousand 

Points of Light program in 1996. Members of Holy Spirit Toms River, Redeemer, Manchester, 
Christ, Whiting, and Faith, Lavalette we involved. Several Members of the Friends of the Park 
and Save the Bay Foundation also Joined. Mark your calendar now for next year for a fun day 
of relaxed work in the sun helping to maintain one of Ocean County's most treasured parks. 
Joe Ombres ("smokin" Joe) provided the lunch for the workers and Redeemer's Bob Mueller 

supplied the coffee, donuts, and bagels. 

���������	�
���
����

�����������	�� ���������������������������
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SUMMER OUTREACH PROJECT 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR CHILDREN 

 
During the summer, please collect school 

 supplies to make school boxes for children who 
have a hard time buying supplies for back to 

school. 
A basket will be left at the entrance of church to 
drop off supplies or bring them in when Sunday 

School restarts in September. 
During the month of August, Staples and Office 
Depot have special deals like penny pencils and 

glues sticks or nickel pencil sharpeners and rulers 
or dime notebooks and quarter crayons and mark-

ers.  They even have the boxes for a quarter or 
two for a dollar. 

Thank you to all the children and parents to help 
make Immanuel’s outreach make a difference for 

those in need. You have been GREAT in the  
2008 - 2009 school year !!!!! 
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Why Go To Church?   
  
A Church member wrote a letter to the editor of a 
newspaper and complained that it made no sense to 
go to church every Sunday. "I've gone for 30 years 
now," he wrote, "and in that time I have heard some -
thing like 3,000 sermons. But for the life of me, I  
can't remember a single one of them. So, I think I' m 
wasting my time and the pastors are wasting theirs 
by giving sermons at all."  
  
This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the 
Editor" column, much to the delight of the editor. It 
went on for weeks until someone wrote this 
clincher:  
  
"I've been married for 30 years now. In that time m y 
wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the lif e 
of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single  
one of those meals.  But I do know this.. They all 
nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to 
do my work.  If my wife had not given me these 
meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if 
I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would 
be spiritually dead today!"  When you are DOWN to 
nothing... God is UP to something!  Faith sees the 
invisible, believes the incredible and receives the  
impossible!  Thank God for our physical AND our 
spiritual nourishment!  
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RETIREMENT DINNER FOR TEACHERS! 
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