ANSWERING THOSE WHO
ALTERED THE RELIGION
OF JESUS CHRIST

By:
Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taimiyah

Abridged by:
Ash-Shahhat Ahmad At-Tahhan

Rendered into English by:
BAYAN TRANSLATION SERVICES

Translation of

Comaid | (it Jidad G Conimadl] i g
a9 Vi) G - bl

Umm Al-Qura

For Translation, Publishing and Distribution






Conindl| il G|
ot} Gt Judei b

ANSWERING THOSE

WHO ALTERED THE

RELIGION OF JESUS
CHRIST






AL-JAWAB AS-SAHIH « v

Table of Contents

TABLE OF CONTENTS ... \"
NOTES ON TRANSLITERATION .....oooiiteecee e Vil
TRANSLATOR'S INTRODUCTION........coiiiitieeiiie e eeeeeeeeeee v e eee s X
PREFACE ... et eeeae e e ereeveeareeseens Xl
INTRODUCGCTION ..ottt eeearar e e s e e en e, XV
IBN TAIMIYAH ... A SHORT BIOGRAPHY ...coovveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeee XiX
CHAPTER ONE ...t sttt eeeeeereeee e s et eneeea e e e e s eeias 1
SECTION ONE: THE FIRST CLAIM OF THE CHRISTIANS «.ovovevveee oo 3
SECTION TwO: REFUTING THE CLAIMS OF THE CHRISTIANS ...oeeveieennen) 8
Proofs that the Messenger of Allah was sent to all mankind....... 34
Some Qur'anic verses that prove the Prophethood of Muhammad
.................................................................................................... 39
Refuting the Claim that the Qur'anic Verses Contradict Each

O T e e 43
Glad tidings about the Coming of Prophets...........ccovoveiiiin, 54

The Qur'an was Revealed in ArabiC..........ooouvveiiiceeiiee e 56
CHAPTER TWO .ottt aranamean s e e v e e emnnne e 69
SECTION ONE: THE SECOND CHRISTIAN CLAIM ©eveveevns s 71
SECTION TwO: REFUTING THE SECOND CHRISTIAN CLAIM .veovvveeeennn 79
Divine and Human Entities United ...........ooooevrooioeeeeee ) 84

The HOMY SPIFIt ... e 80
Invented MonastiCism ..o 93
Misplaced INferenCe .........ccoeii e, 95
Remembering Allah in Monasteries, Synagogues and Mosques 98
Praising Jesus Christ and His Followers.............ccoccini. 101
Glorifying the DISCIPIES.....ooviiiiccce e 103

1. Inferring from Verses that Resemble Each Other ................. 110

2. Inferring from Verses that Resemble Each Other ................. 113

3. Inferring from Verses that Resemble Each Other ................. 123
Reasons Why the Christians Deviated..............cccoeeen, 125

The Book of Enlightenment...........cc.coooiioieiiio 127
CHAPTER THREE ..ottt trt et ree e eeeeaaesananens 134
SECTION ONE: THE THIRD CLAIM OF THE CHRISTIANS ..oevoeveiiiereeennnn, 135

SECTION TWo: REFUTING THE CHRISTIANS' CLAIM .ooo 137



vie AL-JAWAB AS-SAHIH

Distortion of the Torah and the Gospel ..o 144
Invalidity of the Cemparison of their Books to the Qur'an ... 152
Who Speaks Seventy-two Languages? ..o, 159
Changes made in the Torah and the Gospel ..o 161

SecTiON THREE: TH=E CLAIM OF THE CHRISTIANS REGARDING THE
PROPHETS' BOOKS SUPPORTING THEM AND ATTRIBUTING INJUSTICE TO

THE J 0 S ittt it et e e e e e 164
SECTION FOUR: REFUTING THE CHRISTIANS CLAIM oo 169
SECTION FIve: THE CHRISTIANS CLAIM THAT THE QUR'AN REGARDS ALL
RELIGIONS ON AN EQUAL FOOTING ..o, s 179
SECTION SiX: REFUTING THE CHRISTIANS CLAIM. ..o 180
CHAPTER FOUR ... e e 183
SECTION ONE: THE CLAIM OF THE CHRISTIANS ..ottt 185
SECTION TwO: REFUTING THE CHRISTIANS CLAIM. ..oi e 187
Invalidity of the Three Entities Being One God ...........ocooeennnnn. 201
Baptizing in the Name of the Fatherand the Son .................... 212
CHAPTER FIVE. .t 217
SECTION ONE: THE CLAIM OF THE CHRISTIANS ..ottt eieeaeee 219
SECTION TwO: REFUTING THE CHRISTIANS CLAIM. ...viiiiiieieeeeeeen 222
The Christian Claim that the Attributes Serve as Names.......... 226
Their Claim Regarding Incarnation and Immanentism.............. 236
Their Claim regarding God's Appearance in Jesus................... 244
The Difference between Similarity and being ldentical ............. 247
Christian's Claim regarding the Three Hypostases .................. 256
The Invalidity of their Claim that they are Monotheists.............. 259
Among Their Scholars: Al-Hasan bin AyyGb ... 279
CHAPTER SIX i i s s e a e i e snens 297
SECTION ONE: THE CLAIM CF THE CHRISTIANS ..ot ein 299
SECTION TwO: REFUTING THE CHRISTIANS CLAIM. ..ooveiieeeee e 300
SECTION THREg: THE PROPHETS PROPHESIZED THE ADVENT OF
U A I A D e e e e e 321
THE SCRIPTURES’ WITNESS FOR MUHAMMAD ...oviiiiiei e 332
ProOPhECY ONE: 333
Prophecy TWO e 336
Prophecy Three: ... e 337
Prophecy Four .. 337
Prophecy Five: ..o 339
PrOPNECY SiX i e 340
Prophecy SEeVEN. ... e 342



AL-JAWAB AS-SAHIH » vii

Prophecy NiNe: e 343
Prophecy Teni. . e 344
Prophecy Eleven: ... 344
Prophecy TWeIVe: ... ...345
Prophecy Thitteen: ... e 345
Prophecy Fourteen: ... 346
Prophecy Fifteen: ... 346



viii » AL-JAWAB AS-SAHTH
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Translator's Introduction

All praises be to Allah, Who conferred upon us the honor
to be at the service of His Religion. Blessings and peace
be upon Prophet Muhammad, who was sent with the
guidance for all people, regardless of their race,
complexion, or cultural or civilizational origin.

Allah, the Almighty, addresses Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) in the Glorious Qur'an saying,

P

:\ V,_..m:;l\sﬁév )_é_.,_a- ww%\jw\}uvb)}-ﬁJ*FM 2
which means, "Invite (mankind, O Muhammad (peace be
upon him)) to the Way of your Lord (i.e. Islam) with
wisdom (i.e. with the Divine Revelation and the Qur'an)
and fair preaching, and argue with them in a way that is
petter.” (An-Nahl, 16:125)

Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taimiyah, one of the greatest Muslim
Scholars ever, spent his entire life defending the religion
of Allah at all levels. Among such areas was his concern
to respond to the followers of other religions, both refuting
their allegations about Islam and highlighting the aspects
of corruption in their creeds.

In this area, Ibn Taimiyah wrote a number of works
among which Al-Jawab As-Sahih Li-man Baddala Dina Al-
Masih (Answering Those Who Altered the Religion of
Jesus Christ) is a basic reference. Other books inciuded:
Ar-Radd 'ala al-Nasara (Answering the Christians); Takhjil
Ahl Al-Injit (Refuting the Allegations of the People of the
Gospel); and Al-Risalah Al-Qubrusiyah (Answering the
Cyprus Message).

Al-dJawab As-Sahih Li-man Baddala Dina Al-Masih
(Answering Those Who Altered the Religion of Jesus
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Christ) is a comprehensive study in which the author not
only refutes the Christians' allegations about Islam but
also raises the contradictions of some Christian beliefs
and even refutes their creedal principles. The book gains
its originality from the fact that it is one of the strongest
compilations ever laid down on its topic; and that's why it
has been chosen for translation.

The translations of the Glorious Qur'an were quoted from
The Noble Qur’an, by Dr. Muhammad Tagi-ud-Din Al-
Hilaly and Dr. Muhammad Muhsin Khan; King Fahd
Complex for the Printing of the Holy Qur'an, Madinah,
K.S.A.

Translations of the quotations from the Old Testament or
New Testament were quoted from:

1. Holy Bible: Containing the Old and New
Testaments, Authorized King James Version, The
Gideons International: 1961 the National
Publishing Co.;

2. Holy Bible: New  International  Version;
International Bible Society, second print 2000,

3. Al-Kitab Al-Mugaddas (Holy Bible) CD-ROM,
version 2.2, the Bible Society of Egypt.

Although the hadith were translated without their full
chains of transmission, attribution has been made to their
original recording in the different hadith compilations,
which include Sahih Al-Bukhary, Sahih Muslim, Sunan
Abu Dawld, etc.

The translation process of this book took a great effort
from all members of the team.

We would like to express our thanks to everyone who
took part or contributed to the reproduction of this
translation, particularly Mr. As-Shahat At-Tahhan who
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abridged and verified the Arabic source text, the
translators, the revisers and the editor. May Allah reward
them all for their work and make it helpful for those who
seek guidance to the True Path.

Finally, we pray that this translation will provide useful
information and advice to all its readers, regardiess of
their background, and that they may all benefit from it. We
also hope that all our efforts on this book will be counted
among our good deeds with Allah, the Almighty. Amen.

Muhammad Fade]
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Preface

In the name of Allah, the Most-Beneficent, the Most-
Mreciful

All Praises be to Allah Alone. May the peace and
blessings of Allah be upon Prophet Muhammad, his
family and his Companions.

The owner of Ummul-Qurd Institution for Translation,
Publishing and Distribution charged me to abridge into
one volume, Ibn Taimiyah's, “The Right Answer for
Whoever Altered the Religion of Jesus Christ.” He asked
me to abridge this work and reproduce it in a simpler and
clearer style, so that it may be easier to translate into
other languages. In this way the work will act as a solid
retort in the face of missionaries who are endeavoring
to raise suspicions against our religion, Islam, especially
these days. For example, the modern day crusaders
declared their purpose publicly, which is to convert the
Islamic world into Christianity. They do not hide their
enmity toward Islam.

Through this invaluable book Shaikhul-Islam, Ibn
Taimiyah responds to a letter from Cyprus, from “Paul, the
Monk; the Bishop of Sayda.” The letter was entitled, “The
logically proven statement that expresses the right
conviction and sound opinion.”

The letter is comprised of all the excuses and pleas that
Christian scholars and pious Christians use to defend
their religion, in the past as well as in recent times, which
are based on many rational and logical arguments. Upon
that, Ibn Taimiyah stood up to confront and expose the
falseness and corruption of such allegations, thereby,
clarifying right from wrong in order that those with sound
judgment can make use of it. He also aimed at outlining
and clarifying the Books, Justice and Wisdom with which
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Allah sent His Messengers.

| have extracted the core meaning of this book through
avoiding any weak hadiths, deleting the detailed
comments and depending mainly upon authentic hadiths.
In addition, | deleted any prolonged commentsty and
quotations cited from the books of the Prophet's
biographical history except for one or two which were
required to verify the intended meaning. Sometimes, |
mentioned the names of his resources in the lower margin

of the book so that the reader may refer to it easily for
further explanation.

| also omitted repetitive meanings, but preserved the text
of the book completely so that the reader may quote from
it directly, referring to its origin. Sometimes, | rearranged
the order of some information in a way that would benefit
the reader and prevent any confusion.

The goal of this abridgement is to make it easier for those
who do not have access to read the original book. It is
also a means of establishing a connection between the
youth and their ancient, honorable heritage.

| ask Allah to make this book beneficial to all those who
make use of it. | also beseech Him to forgive me for any
negligence or errors, and to count this book amongst my
good deeds, for He is able to do whatever He wills, and
He is the most worthy of answering invocations and
prayers. He is the best Helper and the best Supporter.
May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon
Muhammad, his family and his Companions.

Ash-Shahhat Ahmad At-Tahhan
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Introduction

All praises be to Allah Who has not begotten a child, and
Who has no partner in His Dominion, nor He is in need of

having a helper, protector or supporter. | magnify Him with
all magnificence.

| testify that there is no god but Allah Alone with whom
there is no partner, the One, the Sustainer Who begets
not nor was He begotten and there is non comparable to
Him.

| testify that Muhammad is the Servant of Allah and His
Messenger whom He sent with the guidance and with the
right religion in order that it wiil overcome all false beliefs
and Allah is sufficient as a witness.

Verily, Allah, Exalted be He, made Muhammad (peace be
upon him) the last of the prophets and so, He perfected
the religion (i.e. Islam) for him and for his nation.
Moreover, He sent him after a long period of time had
passed in the series of prophethood. Muhammad
(peace be upon him), was sent when false beliefs and
practices had become widespread and overwhelming,
and when the right path was buried beneath the
quagmire of deviation to false deities. So, through
Muhammad (peace be upon him) Allah revived what had
been effaced. Through him (peace be upon him) He
suppressed  the polytheists and infidels who were
worshipping idols, fire, and the cross. Through him, He
humiliated the disbelievers from amongst the people of

the Book (Christians and Jews), and those who doubted
and were suspicious.

In fact, Islam is the religion with which all Messengers and
Prophets had been sent, and thus, no religion is accepted
from any human being other than Islam. This also applies
to those who came before Muhammad (peace be upon
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him) and those who will come afterwards, for it is the
religion of the prophets and their sincere followers.

The truthful religion provides proofs of exactness and
truth for whoever contemplates it and for whoever
undertakes to defend it. Therefore, the true religion
strengthens one’s certainty and increases the faith of the
believers. Thus, the light of its guidance illuminates the
hearts of all mankind.

Whenever a disputant defends a false religion, he is
trying to straighten its curved stem but Allah, the Almighty
will undoubtedly send the means to hurl the truth against
falsehood, and refute its claims, and behold falsehood
perishes! Then, its hidden corruption will be exposed
after having been previously unknown to most people.

It was, in fact, a victory for the religion (i.e. Islam) when a
message (in the form of a book), was sent to us from
Cyprus, which appeared to support the religion of the
Christians. This book included all their beliefs and the
proofs they referred to which were detected by reason
and logic. This motivated me to write a reply to it, which
would be the undisputable, definite and right answer that
aims at clarifying the the truth and setting it apart from
falsehood, in order that those who have sound judgment
would make use of it. Through it, | will illustrate to
mankind, the Books, Justice and Wisdom with which Allah
sent His Messengers. | will also mention the wordings of
this book, chapter by chapter and | will follow each
chapter with its appropriate reply. This reply will be
prolonged and will include all relevant details whether
they are main or subordinate, complicated or even
dilemmatic themes and their solutions.

The content wiil be divided into six chapters as follows:
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Chapter One:

Their claim that Muhammad (peace be upon him) was not
sent to them but to the Arabs of the Pre-Islamic era. It will
also contain their claim that the verses of the Qur'an
support this very idea as does logical contemplation.

Chapter Two:

Their claim that Muhammad (peace be upon him) praised
their religion (in the Quran) to the extent that their
religion and practices should motivate them to adhere
more to it.

Chapter Three:

Their claim that the prophethood of the early Prophets
and their Books, like the Torah, Psalms and the Gospel
assert the truth of their beliefs, namely: the Hypostases,
trinity, unification and so on. Thus, they should adhere to
them, as it is not acceptable for them to desert their
beliefs as long as they are not abrogated by a text or
annulled by rational deduction.

Chapter Four:

It includes their claim that the Trinity is proven according
to logic and according to the revealed laws (i.e. the
Prophetic traditions and their revealed Books) and that it
agrees with the laws of Divinely revealed Books and
Prophetic traditions.

Chapter Five:

Their claim that they are monotheists, justifying their
words that imply polytheism, such as the hypostases,
through claiming that they resemble the words in the Book
of the Muslims which imply personification and
incarnation.
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Chapter Six:

Their claim that ‘Isa (Jesus, peace be upon him) was sent
after Masad (Moses, peace be upon him) with a perfect
religion (i.e. Christianity) and thus, there is no need for
another religion (i.e. Islam) which aims at the same
purposes and goals which have already been achieved.
Thus, any religion after that of Tsa is invalid and therefore
not acceptable.

S0, by the Grace of Allah to whom all thanks and praise
are due, | will illustrate and prove the falsity of all the
proofs and excuses which they brought claiming that they
have extracted them from the Qur'an. | will also invalidate
all their rational proofs, and thus, they will be left with no
plea. All Divine Books correspond with the Qur'an and
present exactly the same as what it presents. | will also
prove that all facts deduced from a sound, unbiased,
logical discussion are against their claims, unlike what
they think.

With the help of Allah, | will also show to the people of
sound judgment the absurdity, invalidity and corruption of
their beliefs and | will clarify all that proves the falseness
of their case.
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Ibn Taimiyah ... A Short Biography
His Full Name

Tagi ud-Din Abu-lI-'Abbas Ahmad Ibn 'Abd al-Halim Ibn
'Abd as-Salam Ibn Taimiyah al-Harrani al-Hanbali.

Birth and Early Life

Ibn Taimiyah was born on Monday, the 10th of Rabi' al-
Awwal 661 H./22nd of January 1263 C.E. at Harran. His
father fled with his family from Harran to Damascus in the
year 667 H./1268 C.E. out of fear of the Tatars who
invaded the land of islam and were very close to Harran.
In Damascus, the center of Islamic studies at that time,
Ahmad Ibn Taimiyah followed in the footsteps of his father
who was a scholar of Islamic studies by studying at the
hands of the great scholars of his time.

He completed his studies when he was a teenager and at
age 19 he became a professor of Islamic studies. Well
versed in Qur'anic studies, Hadith, figh, theology, Arabic
grammar and scholastic theology, etc., he started
delivering fatwas on religious legal matters without
following any of the traditional legal schools, the Hanafi,
Maliki, Shafi'i and Hanbali. He defended the sound
prophetic traditions by arguments which, although taken
from the Qur'an and the Sunnah, had hitherto been
unfamiliar to people of his time. The freedom of his
polemics made him many enemies among the scholars of
the traditional Orthodox Schools, who falsely accused
him, of all kinds of heretical beliefs.

His Courage and Jihad

He fought heretical innovations in religion which were
wide spread during his time all over the Muslim world,
especially certain acts and beliefs of some Sufi orders,
like saint worship and visiting saints' tombs. His attack on
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the sufis caused him a lot of trouble with the authorities
whose leaders were under the influence of certain sufi
leaders.

Ibn Taimiyah's fight was not limited to the sufis and the
people who followed the heretical innovations; in addition,
he fought against the Tatars who attacked the Muslim
world and almost reached Damascus. The people of Syria
sent him to Egypt to urge the Mamluke Sultan, the Sultan
of Egypt and Syria to lead his troops to Syria to save it
from the invading Tatars. When he realized that the
Sultan was hesitant to do what he asked of him, he
threatened the Sultan by saying: "If you turn your back on
Syria we will appoint another Sultan who can defend it
and enjoy it at the time of peace". Participating in the
battle of Shaghab near Damascus against the Tatars
which took place during the fasting month of Ramadan,
he delivered a fatwa to the army to break their fast in
order to help them against their enemy, as the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) did during the battle of
the liberation of Mecca. The Muslims won the battle
against the Tatars and drove them away from Damascus
and all Syria. Ibn Taimiyah's courage was expressed
when he went with a delegation of 'ulama' to talk to Qazan
the Khan of the Tatars to stop his attack on the Muslims.
Not one of the 'ulama’ dared to say anything to him except
Ibn Taimiyah who said: "You claim that you are Muslim
and you have with you mu'adhdhins, judges, Imam and
sheikh but you invaded us and reached our country for
what? While your father and your grandfather, Hulego,
were non-believers, they did not attack the land of Islam,
rather, they promised not to attack and they kept their
promise. But you promised and broke your promise."

All this jihad against the enemies of Islam did not help Ibn
Taimiyah with the 'ulama'. The authorities put him in jail






