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Translator's Introduction

All praises be to Allah, Who conferred upon us the honor
to be at the service of His Religion. Blessings and peace
be upon Prophet Muhammad, who was sent with the
guidance for all people, regardless of their race,
complexion, or cultural or civilizational origin.

Allah, the Almighty, addresses Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) in the Glorious Qur'an saying,

P

:\ V,_..m:;l\sﬁév )_é_.,_a- ww%\jw\}uvb)}-ﬁJ*FM 2
which means, "Invite (mankind, O Muhammad (peace be
upon him)) to the Way of your Lord (i.e. Islam) with
wisdom (i.e. with the Divine Revelation and the Qur'an)
and fair preaching, and argue with them in a way that is
petter.” (An-Nahl, 16:125)

Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taimiyah, one of the greatest Muslim
Scholars ever, spent his entire life defending the religion
of Allah at all levels. Among such areas was his concern
to respond to the followers of other religions, both refuting
their allegations about Islam and highlighting the aspects
of corruption in their creeds.

In this area, Ibn Taimiyah wrote a number of works
among which Al-Jawab As-Sahih Li-man Baddala Dina Al-
Masih (Answering Those Who Altered the Religion of
Jesus Christ) is a basic reference. Other books inciuded:
Ar-Radd 'ala al-Nasara (Answering the Christians); Takhjil
Ahl Al-Injit (Refuting the Allegations of the People of the
Gospel); and Al-Risalah Al-Qubrusiyah (Answering the
Cyprus Message).

Al-dJawab As-Sahih Li-man Baddala Dina Al-Masih
(Answering Those Who Altered the Religion of Jesus
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Christ) is a comprehensive study in which the author not
only refutes the Christians' allegations about Islam but
also raises the contradictions of some Christian beliefs
and even refutes their creedal principles. The book gains
its originality from the fact that it is one of the strongest
compilations ever laid down on its topic; and that's why it
has been chosen for translation.

The translations of the Glorious Qur'an were quoted from
The Noble Qur’an, by Dr. Muhammad Tagi-ud-Din Al-
Hilaly and Dr. Muhammad Muhsin Khan; King Fahd
Complex for the Printing of the Holy Qur'an, Madinah,
K.S.A.

Translations of the quotations from the Old Testament or
New Testament were quoted from:

1. Holy Bible: Containing the Old and New
Testaments, Authorized King James Version, The
Gideons International: 1961 the National
Publishing Co.;

2. Holy Bible: New  International  Version;
International Bible Society, second print 2000,

3. Al-Kitab Al-Mugaddas (Holy Bible) CD-ROM,
version 2.2, the Bible Society of Egypt.

Although the hadith were translated without their full
chains of transmission, attribution has been made to their
original recording in the different hadith compilations,
which include Sahih Al-Bukhary, Sahih Muslim, Sunan
Abu Dawld, etc.

The translation process of this book took a great effort
from all members of the team.

We would like to express our thanks to everyone who
took part or contributed to the reproduction of this
translation, particularly Mr. As-Shahat At-Tahhan who
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abridged and verified the Arabic source text, the
translators, the revisers and the editor. May Allah reward
them all for their work and make it helpful for those who
seek guidance to the True Path.

Finally, we pray that this translation will provide useful
information and advice to all its readers, regardiess of
their background, and that they may all benefit from it. We
also hope that all our efforts on this book will be counted
among our good deeds with Allah, the Almighty. Amen.

Muhammad Fade]
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Preface

In the name of Allah, the Most-Beneficent, the Most-
Mreciful

All Praises be to Allah Alone. May the peace and
blessings of Allah be upon Prophet Muhammad, his
family and his Companions.

The owner of Ummul-Qurd Institution for Translation,
Publishing and Distribution charged me to abridge into
one volume, Ibn Taimiyah's, “The Right Answer for
Whoever Altered the Religion of Jesus Christ.” He asked
me to abridge this work and reproduce it in a simpler and
clearer style, so that it may be easier to translate into
other languages. In this way the work will act as a solid
retort in the face of missionaries who are endeavoring
to raise suspicions against our religion, Islam, especially
these days. For example, the modern day crusaders
declared their purpose publicly, which is to convert the
Islamic world into Christianity. They do not hide their
enmity toward Islam.

Through this invaluable book Shaikhul-Islam, Ibn
Taimiyah responds to a letter from Cyprus, from “Paul, the
Monk; the Bishop of Sayda.” The letter was entitled, “The
logically proven statement that expresses the right
conviction and sound opinion.”

The letter is comprised of all the excuses and pleas that
Christian scholars and pious Christians use to defend
their religion, in the past as well as in recent times, which
are based on many rational and logical arguments. Upon
that, Ibn Taimiyah stood up to confront and expose the
falseness and corruption of such allegations, thereby,
clarifying right from wrong in order that those with sound
judgment can make use of it. He also aimed at outlining
and clarifying the Books, Justice and Wisdom with which
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Allah sent His Messengers.

| have extracted the core meaning of this book through
avoiding any weak hadiths, deleting the detailed
comments and depending mainly upon authentic hadiths.
In addition, | deleted any prolonged commentsty and
quotations cited from the books of the Prophet's
biographical history except for one or two which were
required to verify the intended meaning. Sometimes, |
mentioned the names of his resources in the lower margin

of the book so that the reader may refer to it easily for
further explanation.

| also omitted repetitive meanings, but preserved the text
of the book completely so that the reader may quote from
it directly, referring to its origin. Sometimes, | rearranged
the order of some information in a way that would benefit
the reader and prevent any confusion.

The goal of this abridgement is to make it easier for those
who do not have access to read the original book. It is
also a means of establishing a connection between the
youth and their ancient, honorable heritage.

| ask Allah to make this book beneficial to all those who
make use of it. | also beseech Him to forgive me for any
negligence or errors, and to count this book amongst my
good deeds, for He is able to do whatever He wills, and
He is the most worthy of answering invocations and
prayers. He is the best Helper and the best Supporter.
May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon
Muhammad, his family and his Companions.

Ash-Shahhat Ahmad At-Tahhan
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Introduction

All praises be to Allah Who has not begotten a child, and
Who has no partner in His Dominion, nor He is in need of

having a helper, protector or supporter. | magnify Him with
all magnificence.

| testify that there is no god but Allah Alone with whom
there is no partner, the One, the Sustainer Who begets
not nor was He begotten and there is non comparable to
Him.

| testify that Muhammad is the Servant of Allah and His
Messenger whom He sent with the guidance and with the
right religion in order that it wiil overcome all false beliefs
and Allah is sufficient as a witness.

Verily, Allah, Exalted be He, made Muhammad (peace be
upon him) the last of the prophets and so, He perfected
the religion (i.e. Islam) for him and for his nation.
Moreover, He sent him after a long period of time had
passed in the series of prophethood. Muhammad
(peace be upon him), was sent when false beliefs and
practices had become widespread and overwhelming,
and when the right path was buried beneath the
quagmire of deviation to false deities. So, through
Muhammad (peace be upon him) Allah revived what had
been effaced. Through him (peace be upon him) He
suppressed  the polytheists and infidels who were
worshipping idols, fire, and the cross. Through him, He
humiliated the disbelievers from amongst the people of

the Book (Christians and Jews), and those who doubted
and were suspicious.

In fact, Islam is the religion with which all Messengers and
Prophets had been sent, and thus, no religion is accepted
from any human being other than Islam. This also applies
to those who came before Muhammad (peace be upon
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him) and those who will come afterwards, for it is the
religion of the prophets and their sincere followers.

The truthful religion provides proofs of exactness and
truth for whoever contemplates it and for whoever
undertakes to defend it. Therefore, the true religion
strengthens one’s certainty and increases the faith of the
believers. Thus, the light of its guidance illuminates the
hearts of all mankind.

Whenever a disputant defends a false religion, he is
trying to straighten its curved stem but Allah, the Almighty
will undoubtedly send the means to hurl the truth against
falsehood, and refute its claims, and behold falsehood
perishes! Then, its hidden corruption will be exposed
after having been previously unknown to most people.

It was, in fact, a victory for the religion (i.e. Islam) when a
message (in the form of a book), was sent to us from
Cyprus, which appeared to support the religion of the
Christians. This book included all their beliefs and the
proofs they referred to which were detected by reason
and logic. This motivated me to write a reply to it, which
would be the undisputable, definite and right answer that
aims at clarifying the the truth and setting it apart from
falsehood, in order that those who have sound judgment
would make use of it. Through it, | will illustrate to
mankind, the Books, Justice and Wisdom with which Allah
sent His Messengers. | will also mention the wordings of
this book, chapter by chapter and | will follow each
chapter with its appropriate reply. This reply will be
prolonged and will include all relevant details whether
they are main or subordinate, complicated or even
dilemmatic themes and their solutions.

The content wiil be divided into six chapters as follows:
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Chapter One:

Their claim that Muhammad (peace be upon him) was not
sent to them but to the Arabs of the Pre-Islamic era. It will
also contain their claim that the verses of the Qur'an
support this very idea as does logical contemplation.

Chapter Two:

Their claim that Muhammad (peace be upon him) praised
their religion (in the Quran) to the extent that their
religion and practices should motivate them to adhere
more to it.

Chapter Three:

Their claim that the prophethood of the early Prophets
and their Books, like the Torah, Psalms and the Gospel
assert the truth of their beliefs, namely: the Hypostases,
trinity, unification and so on. Thus, they should adhere to
them, as it is not acceptable for them to desert their
beliefs as long as they are not abrogated by a text or
annulled by rational deduction.

Chapter Four:

It includes their claim that the Trinity is proven according
to logic and according to the revealed laws (i.e. the
Prophetic traditions and their revealed Books) and that it
agrees with the laws of Divinely revealed Books and
Prophetic traditions.

Chapter Five:

Their claim that they are monotheists, justifying their
words that imply polytheism, such as the hypostases,
through claiming that they resemble the words in the Book
of the Muslims which imply personification and
incarnation.
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Chapter Six:

Their claim that ‘Isa (Jesus, peace be upon him) was sent
after Masad (Moses, peace be upon him) with a perfect
religion (i.e. Christianity) and thus, there is no need for
another religion (i.e. Islam) which aims at the same
purposes and goals which have already been achieved.
Thus, any religion after that of Tsa is invalid and therefore
not acceptable.

S0, by the Grace of Allah to whom all thanks and praise
are due, | will illustrate and prove the falsity of all the
proofs and excuses which they brought claiming that they
have extracted them from the Qur'an. | will also invalidate
all their rational proofs, and thus, they will be left with no
plea. All Divine Books correspond with the Qur'an and
present exactly the same as what it presents. | will also
prove that all facts deduced from a sound, unbiased,
logical discussion are against their claims, unlike what
they think.

With the help of Allah, | will also show to the people of
sound judgment the absurdity, invalidity and corruption of
their beliefs and | will clarify all that proves the falseness
of their case.
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Ibn Taimiyah ... A Short Biography
His Full Name

Tagi ud-Din Abu-lI-'Abbas Ahmad Ibn 'Abd al-Halim Ibn
'Abd as-Salam Ibn Taimiyah al-Harrani al-Hanbali.

Birth and Early Life

Ibn Taimiyah was born on Monday, the 10th of Rabi' al-
Awwal 661 H./22nd of January 1263 C.E. at Harran. His
father fled with his family from Harran to Damascus in the
year 667 H./1268 C.E. out of fear of the Tatars who
invaded the land of islam and were very close to Harran.
In Damascus, the center of Islamic studies at that time,
Ahmad Ibn Taimiyah followed in the footsteps of his father
who was a scholar of Islamic studies by studying at the
hands of the great scholars of his time.

He completed his studies when he was a teenager and at
age 19 he became a professor of Islamic studies. Well
versed in Qur'anic studies, Hadith, figh, theology, Arabic
grammar and scholastic theology, etc., he started
delivering fatwas on religious legal matters without
following any of the traditional legal schools, the Hanafi,
Maliki, Shafi'i and Hanbali. He defended the sound
prophetic traditions by arguments which, although taken
from the Qur'an and the Sunnah, had hitherto been
unfamiliar to people of his time. The freedom of his
polemics made him many enemies among the scholars of
the traditional Orthodox Schools, who falsely accused
him, of all kinds of heretical beliefs.

His Courage and Jihad

He fought heretical innovations in religion which were
wide spread during his time all over the Muslim world,
especially certain acts and beliefs of some Sufi orders,
like saint worship and visiting saints' tombs. His attack on
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the sufis caused him a lot of trouble with the authorities
whose leaders were under the influence of certain sufi
leaders.

Ibn Taimiyah's fight was not limited to the sufis and the
people who followed the heretical innovations; in addition,
he fought against the Tatars who attacked the Muslim
world and almost reached Damascus. The people of Syria
sent him to Egypt to urge the Mamluke Sultan, the Sultan
of Egypt and Syria to lead his troops to Syria to save it
from the invading Tatars. When he realized that the
Sultan was hesitant to do what he asked of him, he
threatened the Sultan by saying: "If you turn your back on
Syria we will appoint another Sultan who can defend it
and enjoy it at the time of peace". Participating in the
battle of Shaghab near Damascus against the Tatars
which took place during the fasting month of Ramadan,
he delivered a fatwa to the army to break their fast in
order to help them against their enemy, as the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) did during the battle of
the liberation of Mecca. The Muslims won the battle
against the Tatars and drove them away from Damascus
and all Syria. Ibn Taimiyah's courage was expressed
when he went with a delegation of 'ulama' to talk to Qazan
the Khan of the Tatars to stop his attack on the Muslims.
Not one of the 'ulama’ dared to say anything to him except
Ibn Taimiyah who said: "You claim that you are Muslim
and you have with you mu'adhdhins, judges, Imam and
sheikh but you invaded us and reached our country for
what? While your father and your grandfather, Hulego,
were non-believers, they did not attack the land of Islam,
rather, they promised not to attack and they kept their
promise. But you promised and broke your promise."

All this jihad against the enemies of Islam did not help Ibn
Taimiyah with the 'ulama'. The authorities put him in jail
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many times until he died in jail because of his daring and
free progressive opinions on many legal and social issues
which angered his opponents, the followers of the
Orthodox Schools of law.

His Magnanimity

However when Ibn Taimiyah had the chance to punish his
opponents among the 'ulama' who caused him all kinds of
trouble and put him in jail many times, he showed the
utmost of magnanimity and forgave them when the Sultan
An-Nasir Qalawun gave him the chance to do so. He said:;
"If you kill them you will never find 'ulama' like them." The
Sultan said, "They harmed you many times and wanted to
kill youl" Ibn Taimiyah said, "Whoever harmed me is
absolved, and who harmed the cause of Allah and His
Messenger, Allah will punish him."

The Muslim historians, like adh-Dhahabi, Ibn Kathir, Ibn
al-'Ilmad al-Hanbali and many others praised |bn Taimiyah
and considered him one of the greatest scholars of Islam
of all time.

His Death

lbn Taimiyah died in jail in Damascus on the night of
Sunday-Monday 20th Dhu-I-Qa'dah 728 H./26-27
September 1328 C.E.

The people of Damascus, who held him in great honor,
gave him a splendid funeral and an estimated 200,000
men and 15,000 women attended his funeral. He was
buried at the Sufi cemetery in Damascus where his
mother was buried.

His Works

In spite of all the turbulence in his life, as discussed
earlier, 1bn Taimiyah was able to write many books and
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pamphlets on all branches of Islamic knowledge. His
pupil; tbn Qayyim al-Jawziyah, compiled a list of the
works of 1bn Taimiyah which contains 350 works. Topics
of such works extended to the following branches of
Islamic knowledge:

1. Studies on the Glorious Qur'an and its interpretations
2. Figh (Islamic Jurisprudence)

3. Tasawwuf (Sufism)

4. 'Usul al-Din and 'lim al-Kalam (Islamic Theology)

5. Ar-Radd 'ala As-hab al-Milal (Responding to other
religion's followers)

8. Logic and Philosophy

7. Manners, Politics & Administration and Sociology
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CHAPTEIR ONE

Section One:

1. The Claim of the Christians that
Muhammad was not sent to them
but he was only sent to the Arabs
of the Pre-Islamic era.

2. Their plea that the Book with which
Muhammad was sent is not written
In their language.

3. Their saying, "We do not need to
follow this Messenger pbecause we
were sent other Messengers before
him.

Section Two:
Refuting the above claims
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Section One: The First Claim of the Christians

The writer of the book mentioned that he was asked to
explain the fundamental Christian beliefs, in spite of the
different languages and divergent accents among
Christians. This divergence is due to their huge number
and to the fact that they live and are spread throughout
the world, in addition to those who dwell on islands and
in lands that extend to where the sun sets. He, i.e., the
writer of the book, further said that Bishop Dayan, the
king, held a meeting with the superiors, the noblemen and
the scholars of his kingdom in order to discuss with them
the beliefs and opinions of the people of the island of
Cyprus before entering it, as he was curious about their
religious beliefs,

The writer related that the Bishop said, “They (the people
of the island) say, ‘We have heard that a man from
amongst the Arabs named Muhammad claims that he is
the Messenger of Allah and that he has been sent with a
Book (Qur’'an) which, he claims, was revealed to him from
Allah.” He continued, “If you have already, as | see,
acknowledged that Book and Messenger, and you have
exerted your ultimate efforts to study and comprehend it,
why have you not followed him, Muhammad the
Messenger? What has prevented you from believing in
this Book (Quran), especially when it is mentioned that
this Book states,

& el e 8,5V 3 505 e Lk B Lo LY 20 il a5 8

which means, “And whoever seeks a religion other than
Islam, it will never be accepted of him, and in the
Hereafter he will be one of the losers.” (Al-Imran, 3: 85)

They replied, “We did not believe in this Book or in that
Messenger for several reasons.” He asked, “And what are
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those reasons?” They replied, “The first reason is that this
Book {Qur’an) is revealed in Arabic and not in our mother
tongue as stated in its verses

L1

F] - e = LI - [
R W - I L 1. Sy
&) \___))l.f_u \»y-(JJ.I L:..)J; LJ‘;JB d_'JJJi l.:fi i

which means, "Verily, We have sent it down as an Arabic
Qur'an in order that you may understand.” (Yasuf, 12:2)

which means, “In the plain Arabic language.” (Ash-
Shu'arad’, 26:195)

ey Tplem Loagde wolad T eme N aay feoadln Y b

which means, “And if We had revealed it (this Qur'an)
unto any of the non-Arabs, And he had recited it unto
them, they would not have believed in it.”(Ash-Shu‘ard’,
26:198-199)

A

Il Y . __‘n-,,/ .oA . 2 . /’; P 4 . ,-,",_E B N
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\ >
A= ﬁ/'»:’.ﬂ ":_”C }/l',/l’:,’ S e 4 A ,ﬂ.-/j/
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which means, “Similarly (to complete My Blessings on
you) We have sent among you a Messenger
(Muhammad, peace be upon him) of your own, reciting to
you Our verses (the Quran) and sanctifying you, and
teaching you the Book (the Qur'an) and the Hikmah (i.e.
Sunnah, Islamic laws and Figh - jurisprudence), and
teaching you that which you used not to know.” (Al-
Bagarah, 2:151)
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which means, “Indeed Allah conferred a great favor on the
believers when He sent among them a Messenger
(Muhammad, peace be wupon him) from among
themselves, reciting unto them His verses (the Qur'an),
and puritying them (from sins by their following him), and
instructing them (in) the Book (the Qur’an) and Al-Hikmah
[the wisdom and the Sunnah of the Prophet (peace be
upon him) (i.e. his legal ways, statements, acts of
worship, etc.)], while before that they had been in
manifest error.” (Al-Imran, 3:164)
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which means, “To give warning to a people to whom no
warner had ccme before you in order that they may
remember or receive admonition.”(Al-Qasas, 28:46)
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which means, "In order that you may warn a people
whose forefathers were not warned, so they are
heedless.”(Yasin, 36.06).

They added, “And thus, we understand that this
Messenger has not been sent to us. He has only been
sent to the Arabs, for whom neither Messengers nor
warners were ever sent before. Subsequently, we are not
included in this message and we are not obliged to follow
it or to believe in it. Unlike the Arabs, we received
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messengers before, who addressed us in our tongue and
language and warned us with this religion of ours which
Is in our hands; in which we believe and to which we have
submitted and have adhered to until this very day. Those
Messengers had conveyed to us the Torah and the
Gospel that were revealed in our language. All these facts
are mentioned and asserted in their Book (i.e. Qur'an) for
it is stated in their Book in the Chapter of Ibrahim,

which means, “And We sent not a Messenger except with
the language of his people, in order that he might make
(the Message) clear for them.” (Ibrahim, 14: 4)

It is also stated,
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And the verse which means, “And verily, We have sent
among every Ummah (community, nation) a
Messenger.”(An-Nahl, 16:36)

It is also stated,

..... -

which  means, “And indeed We did send Messengers
before you (O Muhammad) to their own peoples. They
came to them with clear proofs.” (Ar-Ram, 30: 47)

So it is stated in this Book that it was sent only to those
pagan Arabs. For proof of this read this verse,
3 Gl e 1 503 A I 8 o JaNT 22 28 s s

which means, “And whoever seeks a religion other than
Islam, it will never be accepted of Ahim, and in the
Hereafter he will be one of the losers.” (Al-'Imran, 3: 85)
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they said, “Verily, as far as justice is concerned, the
judgment in that verse is confined to those people (Arabs)
to whom Islam was sent, but no other nation is referred to
in those words. It is taken for granted that Allah is just
and thus, it is not becoming of His Justice that He would
order a nation to follow a man (i.e. a messenger) without
sending a book in their language with him. Therefore, that
Messenger, who was sent with the Arabic book is sent
only to the Arabs.”

These are their very words in the first chapter, in which
they did not tackle the issue of believing or disbelieving in
the Qur'an. They only claimed that it was not sent to
them, but was sent for the pagan Arabs and so, according
to reason, it cannot be sent to them.
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Section Two: Refuting the Claims of the
Christians

One: The Unsoundness of the Christians'
Argumentation in Which they Refer to Reports about
the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him):

The argumentation of the Christians in which they refer
to reports about the Prophet (peace be upon him) as well
as the way in which they seek arguments in the verses of
the Quran, are invalid, for the Qur'an is a plea against
them and not for them. In addition, the Books revealed to
the early Prophets and which they used in their plea are,
in fact, against them and their claims, even if Muhammad
had not been sent. However the undeniable truth is that
the book with which Muhammad (peace be upon him)
came is in accordance with all the words and teachings
of the previous Prophets (peace be upon them all) as
regards annuliing their false religious beliefs such as:
trinity, unification, etc. Reason contradicts such claims as
well.

We further assert that neither the message with which the
Prophet (peace be upon him) was sent along with that of
all the other Prophets prove any of their claims, nor does
reason. On the contrary, the message of Muhammad
(peace be upon him) and those of the Prophets, obviously
and plainly state the invalidity of their proofs, and,
furthermore, it presents clear proofs exposing the
corruption of Christian beliefs.

It is not acceptable from anyone who does not believe in
Muhammad (peace be upon him), and nor even in a
single word of that with which he was sent, to use his (i.e.,
Muhammad’s) words and traditions in his plea. Using the
words of those who are not Prophets Is, to some extent,
understandable, for some of their words may assert their
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claims while some others may not. However, the sayings
of the Prophets should be taken as a whole, and should
be entirely accepted or left. It is not acceptable to believe
in some of them and deny the rest as that contradicts their
belief.

Similarly, using verses of the Quran by Christians to
prove a certain point of view can never be acceptable, for
they select what they think proves their point and
abandons that which annuls their point.

On the contrary, Musiims can use traditions and the
words of the Prophets as well as their Books with which
they were sent in their argument with Christians and
Jews; for Muslims believe in and accept the prophethood
and truthfulness of the messages of Mls3 (Moses), ‘isa
(Jesus), Dawld (David), Sulaiman (Solomon) and all
other Prophets (peace be upon them all). According to the
Islamic creed, a Muslim must believe in all the Books
revealed by Allah and in every Prophet or Messenger sent
by Him. This is one of the bases of Islam. Furthermore, if
a Muslim disbelieves in any of the Prophets sent by Allah
or the Books revealed by Him, he will be considered a
disbeliever. Any Muslim who dares even to despise one of
the Prophets is considered a disbeliever and his blood is
lawful  according to Islamic law (i.e., that is the legal
penalty for despising the Prophets;) as Allah, the
Almighty states,
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which means, “The Messenger (Muhammad) believes in
what has been sent down to him from his Lord, and (so
do) the believers. Each one believes in Allah, His Angeils,
His Books, and His Messengers. They say, ‘We make no
distinction between one another of His Messengers’ - and
they say, ‘We hear, and we obey. (We seek) Your
Forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the return (of all).”
(Al-Baqarah, 2:285)

In addition, the belief of the people of the book cannot be
completed without belying some of that which Allah, the
Almighty revealed. Whereas, should one word from he,
who said he was a messenger from Allah be belied,
seeking argument in his other words will be invalid. Thus,
the Christians’ plea using Muhammad’s words is refuted.

In other words, he who says, “| am the Messenger of
Aliah,” is either a truthful person, and consequently, he is
telling the truth about what he conveys from Allah, or he is
a liar concerning this statement and consequently,
whatever he conveys will be considered faise. Thus, if
Christians admit the Prophethood of Muhammad (peace
be upon him) and confess that he is telling the truth in
what he conveyed from Allah, ie., the Quran and
wisdom (Sunnah), then it will be obligatory for them to
believe in all he has conveyed, just as they should believe
in all that hs been received from the other Messengers of
Allah.

On the other hand, if they deny or doubt his truthfulness in
even one word of his message, they will be denying his
Prophethood, and consequently, belying whatever he has
said. Thus, their plea using his message, traditions and
the Book he has been sent with is neither acceptable nor
understandable. However, if Muhammad is truthful
concerning what he conveys from Allah, they will have to
accept his message as a whole. They know that his
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message contradicts  their current religion (i.e. the
distorted Gospel and Torah). So, if they confess that he is
a true Messenger, this will imply that their religion and
beliefs are void and have been totally corrupted.

On the other hand, if they deny any of his words this
means that they disbelieve in his message, the Qur’an
and his prophethood. Thus, to them, he is a liar and so
they cannot refer to his sayings, traditions, words or the
book he has been sent with in their arguments.

Two: Proving that Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) was sent to All Mankind:

To those who claim that Muhammad (peace be upon him)
was sent for the pagan Arabs only, we say, “It is well
known that Muhammad (peace be upon him) was sent to
the Jews, the Christians as well as to the pagan Arabs.
This has been expressed recurrently through transmitted
traditions about the Prophet (peace be upon him), which
are clearer, more obvious and greater than those related
to Masa (Moses), ‘Isa (Jesus) and all other Prophets
(peace be upon them all). It is also asserted in the Qur'an
and the Prophetic hadiths and the traditions of the
Rightly-guided Caliphs who came after the Prophet
(peace be upon him). Furthermore, we stress that he has
been sent to all the children of Adam (i.e., all human
beings): the Arabs, the Non-Arabs, the Romans, the
Persians, Turks, Indians, Barbarians, Abyssinians and to
all other nations and races. Indeed, he was sent to both:
mankind and Jinn. This conclusion is reached by plain,
obvious continuous facts and news transmitted
throughout the centuries and throughout history upon
which all the Prophet's Companions have agreed and
tfransmitted from him. This is despite their large number
and the fact that they were scattered throughout the
world.  Their number was estimated to be tens of
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thousands, while their exact number is known by none but
Allah.

These transmissions were reported by the followers of the
Companions (i.e., the first generation after the
Companions) whose number was several times that of
the Companions. Then, these traditions were transmitted
throughout the centuries and generations until this time of
ours in which many Muslims are spread all over this vast
world, extending and dwelling from its east to its west
and from its north to its south. This is a fact, which the
Prophet (peace be upon him) foretold in his hadith,
recorded by Imam Muslim: Thawban (may Allah be
pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him) said, “Allah drew the ends of the
world near one another for my sake. And | have seen its
eastern and western ends. And the dominion of my nation
shall reach those ends which have been drawn near me.”’

It is exactly as he said; the reign of his nation has
reached the two ultimate edges of the planet, eastward
and westward and his message has spread throughout
the earth.

It is or intention to prove that Muhammad (peace be upon
him) called the people of the scripture, i.e., the Jews and
the Christians, to believe in him, in his message and in
that with which he was sent. He also called those who
had never received any message from Allah before him,
like the Arabs and other nations. He, i.e., Muhammad
(peace be upon him), said that anyone who refuses to
believe in him as a Messenger from Allah, in the Qur'an

1Recoded by Muslim, Kitdbul-Fitan, hadith no. 2889, vol. 19, Abu
Dawid, Kitabul-Fitan, hadith no. 4252, At-Tirmidhy, Kitabul-Fitan, hadith
no. 2176 and Ahmad in his Musnad, vol. 5, n. 278. They all recorded it
from the narration of Thawban.
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and in his message as a whole, is nothing but a
disbeliever and that such people will be thrown into
Hellfire, and this is indeed the worst destination. He also
said that he received the Command of Allah that such
disbelievers should be fought and struggled against. The
Prophet (peace be upon him) carried out the task of
informing them by himself as well as through his
deputies.

S0 their claim that he is only sent to the Arabs suggests
one of two matters: either that Allah sent him to the Arabs
only and not to them (i.e., the Christians), or that he, the
Prophet (peace be upon him) claimed that he is sent to
the Arabs only and not to them. If the first supposition
was true, then their first claim is annulled. As for the
second, we say that all sects and creeds know the fact
that Muhammad (peace be upon him) called the Jews and
the Christians to believe in him and his message, that he
told both parties that Allah sent him to them as well as to
the others, and that Allah ordered him to fight those who
do not respond to his cali. After knowing this fact, if
someone claims that the Prophet said, “l was sent to the
Arabs only,” he, the claimant, would be uttering a manifest
lie whether or not he believes it.

1. The Prophet's Call for the Jews to Embrace Islam:

During the lifetime of the Prophet (peace be upon him),
many Jews believed in him and his prophethood. Some of
them believed when he was still in Mecca, while others
believed after his immigration to Medina. Many of them
were from places other than Mecca and Medina. When
the Prophet (peace be upon him) came to Medina, he
concluded a treaty with those Jews who did not believe in
him,but they breached it, upon which he expatriated some
of them and with others he fought because of their evil
plots and struggles against Allzh and His Messenger. He
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fought with them time after a time; he fought against the
tribe of Banu An-Nadir concerning whom the Chapter of
Al-Hashr was revealed. He also fought against the tribe of
Banu Quraizhah on the year of the Battle of the Al-Ahzab
(Clans i.e., the Battle of the Trench), which was
mentioned in the Chapter of Al-Ahzab. Before these
battles, he fought against the fribe of Banu Qainuga’‘. Afer
that, he conquered (the city of) Khaibar with the
assistance of his Companions who swore the pledge of
allegiance to him called Ar-Ridwan, which was made
under the tree (of Al-Hudaibiyah). At that time, they
amounted to about one thousand four hundred men.
Allah bestowed His Victory upon them and He mentioned
that in the Chapter of Al-Fath.

So in the light of all these facts, how can it be said that he
was sent to the Arabs only?

2. His Call for the Christians to Embrace Islam:

The people of Najran (Yemen at that time) were
Christians. Their delegation (which was comprised of
sixty people) came to the Prophet (peace be upon him) in
Medina while he was sitting in his Mosque. The first
verses of the chapter of Al-Imran was revealed
concerning them. They had an argument with the Prophet
(peace be upon him), wherein the Prophet's argument
overcame theirs. After that, they became certain that he
was in fact the Messenger of Allah. After that, Allah, the
Exalted, commanded him to call them to join Him in
invoking Allah to curse the liars among them. This was to
be in the case that they did not answer his call. He, the
Almighty says,
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which means, “Then whoever disputes with you
concerning him ‘sa (Jesus) after (all this) knowledge that
has come to you, (i.e. ‘Isa (Jesus) being a slave of Allah,
and having no share in Divinity) say: (O Muhammad)
‘Come, let us call our sons and your sons, our women and
your women, ourselves and yourselves - then we pray
and invoke (sincerely) the Curse of Allah upon those who
lie.” (Al-'Imran: 3: 61)

Upon that, they demanded a respite so that they might
consult one another, after which they said between
themselves, “Surely, you know that this man is a
messenger from Allah and that there had never been a
prophet who asked a group of people to invoke the curse
of Allah upon the liar amongst the invokers, except that
Allah would smite the liars with His torture. So, seek an
excuse from carrying out this invocation and ask him to
enjoin Jizyah (a tax levied upon non-Muslims living in a
Muslim state) upon us and we will pay it willingly.”

So we see that they feared that he, the Messenger of
Allah (peace be upon him), might invoke the Curse of
Allah upon them, for they knew that he is truly the
Messenger of Allah. Thus, they were subjected and paid
the Jizyah willingly just as all the Dhimmis (Non-Muslims
living in and under the protection of a Muslim state) did
according to the judgment of Allah and His Messenger
(peace be upon him).

Those people were the first Christians to pay Jizyah. The
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Prophet (peace be upon him) appointed ‘Amr bin Hazm
as their ruler. The latter wrote a well-known book for them
in which he outlined the laws of Islam. So they joined the
Muslims and submitted to the judgment of Allah and His
Messenger under the rule of the Messenger's deputy ‘Amr
bin Hazm Al-Anséary.

This is a wellknown story and is recorded in narrations
that are recorded by biographers®, exegetes® of the
Qur'an, compilers of Hadith and scholars of jurisprudence.
The original Hadith is well known in the authentic books of
hadith and the Sunan (certain books of hadith).

Al-Bukhary recorded that Hudhaifah bin Al-Yaman (may
Allah be please with him) narrated, “Al-‘Agib and Sayyid,
the rulers of Najran, came to the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him) with the intention of doing Li‘an
(invoking the curse of Allah upon the liar from amongst
the invokers). One of them said to the other, ‘Do not do
(this Li‘an) for, by Allah, if he is truly a Prophet and we do
this Li‘an, neither we, nor our offspring after us will ever
be successful.” Then both of them said (to the Prophet
(peace be upon him)), ‘We will give you what you should
ask but you should send a trustworthy man with us, and
do not send any person with us but an honest one.” The
Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘| will send an honest
man who is really trustworthy.” Then, each of the
Companions of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon

? See: lbn Hisham, As-Sirah, vol. 2, pp. 175-204; Ibn Sa’d, At Tabaqdt,
vol. 1, p. 357; Al-Baihaqy, An-Nubuwwah, vol. 5, pp. 382-393; Al
Baladhiry, Futlh Al-Buldan, p. 70; and Ibn Kathir, Al-Bidayah wan-
Niyvhavah, vol. 5, p.52.

* See: lbn Jarir, Tafsir At-Tabary, voi. 3, p.107; Ibnulawzy, Zadul-Masir
- Tatsir, vol. 1, p.399; Al-Qurtuby, Al-jami [itahkam Al-Qur’an 4/4, p.
104; and lbn Kathir, Tafsir AFQur’an Al-Azim, vol. 1, p. 394-395 and
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