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Preface

Each person is born under circumstances which are not of his own
choosing. The religion of his family or the ideology of the state is
thrust upon him from the very beginning of his existence in this
world. By the time he reaches his teens, he has usually been
brain-washed into believing that the beliefs of his particular society
are the correct beliefs that every one should have. However, when
some people mature and are exposed to other belief systems, they
begin to question the validity of their own beliefs.

God gave us all minds and intellects to enable us to make this
crucial decision. It is the most important decision in the life of any
human being; upon it depends his future. Consequently, each and
every one of us must examine dispassionately the evidence presented
and choose what appears to be right until further evidence arises.?

In this book Dr. Abu Laylah, a well-known scholar in the field of
comparative religions, examines the authenticity of both the Qur'an
and the Gospels through comprehensive analysis and investigation
basing his arguments on rational as well as textual proofs, with the
aim of reaching a fair and unbiased attitude towards both of them.

General Director
Sheikh Muhammad "Abdu






Introduction to the Third Edition

It is with pleasure that I present the third edition of my book about
the Qur’an and the Gospels.

I have devoted myself to this subject for more than 25 years
researching it thoroughly and monitoring all academic publications on
the subject as they appear.

There are a few editorial errors in the previous two editions which
I have been able to correct here.

I also included some important suggestions and comments made by
Prof. Blankeship at Temple University who is an assistant Professor of
comparative religion, and I register here my gratitude to him.

This book serves several different purposes. Firstly, it wishes to set
out the Islamic tradition, the Islamic point of view based on the Qur’an
and the Sunnah, and Muslim scholarship, to help non-Muslim readers
to gain a closer view of Islam and a fairer view of this great religion.

Secondly, it aims to demonstrate to non-Muslims that the Islamic
view of the gospels is the true one.

Thirdly, it will help Muslims to understand the gospels.

It is my principle when studying other people’s religion that we
should provide facts which help others go through it without prejudice
and without danger of misunderstanding. To write about other
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religions, in my view, is like providing a map to give details of certain
area. If the map is wrong the information is wrong and will prove to
be of little use. In recent times, interfaith days have become important
in the public curriculum.

Dialogue, conversation, argument are characteristic of human life.
We cannot live without talking and we cannot talk without a subject.
Talking together involves an exchange of ideas on the subject.

Dialogue means intellectual communication between people. It
reflects their varied approaches, different positions in life, varied ideas
and different beliefs. All prophets of God without exception entered
into dialogue with their veterans, especially with their critics.
Dialogue was a prominent element in the delivery of God’s message
to His peoples. In almost every Scripture we find a form of dialogue
between two persons, or between a person and an abstract idea (such
as wisdom), or a person talks to his own soul.

In the gospels, Jesus talked to his Disciples in many occasions.
Some of his Disciples collected these dialogues and preserved them.

The Dialogue of the Savior is published in the Nag Hammadi
library in English Leiden (1977) n 229 introduced by Helmut Kuester
and Elaine Pagles and translated by Horold W. Altridge.

This fragmentary text consists of a collection of conversations
between Jesus and the Disciples, comparable to Q or the Gospel of
Thomas but also including comments and traditions from various
sources. It is arranged to put over a certain world-view.

Including comments and traditions from various sources. It is
arranged to put over a certain world-view.

We will proceed with our discussion. Jesus entered into dialogue
with the Disciples, with rabbis, and even with Satan. In the Qur’an,
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God talked to the angels in a form of dialogue, about the creation of
Adam, and with Iblis when he refused to low down before Adam, as
Muslims low towards the direction of the Ka hah.

In the Qur’an there are many forms of dialogue: between some of
the prophets and their nations, or between two ordinary people
discussing proper behavior (as a means of teaching). In this way God
showed us that we should be persuasive, convincing, open minded,
ready to listen to others when teaching, Muslims took dialogue very
seriously and soon developed what is now called interfaith dialogue or
debate.

Prophet Muhammad himself set an example by debating with
non-Muslims, Jews and Christians, and his example was followed by
his Companions and Followers.

Dialogue was not merely a skill practiced by scholars, theologians
and philosophers, and also by rulers and politicians, and even in
modern times most of the dialogue which takes place in society is
conducted by rulers, presidents and princes.

Talking to other people is an admission of their existence and
importance, of the role they play in maintaining the order of the world.
There is no superiority on inferiority in dialogue. In Islam we have
many books regulating the form of dialogue, defining its moral and
religious aspects.

Concerning Christianity, reading the gospels gives the impression
that Jesus spent most of his time with his Disciplines, in a small circle.
Later, after his departure, the Disciples began to preserve, in writing
what they remembered of Jesus’ sayings and the result was many
collections of the words of Jesus. Some added comments and
interpretations to the recorded sayings.



X The Qur'an and the Gospels

As mentioned in the book, the church gives official sanction to
only four of the gospels at about the time that the church became the
state religion of the Roman Empire the trinity was adopted as official
doctrine and other dogma was rejected as heresy, and any book other
than the four canonical gospels was rejected also. The church
considered itself the guardian of the true Christian faith as she saw it.

The majority of churches of which the Church of Rome took a
leading role rejected all other viewpoints as heresy, exploring the
diversity of earlier development. Bishop Irenius and his followers, for
example, insisted that there could be only one church, and outside of
that church he saw no salvation.

Members of the one true church alone, are Orthodox, literally,
straight-thinking Christians, and he claimed that this church must be
‘Catholic’, that is universal. Any one who challenged that was
declared to be a heretic, and excommunicated.

When the orthodox gained military support sometime after the
emperor Constantine converted to Christianity in the 4™ century the

penalty for heresy escalated. (The Gnostic Gospels, Elaine pagles
p-21F.)

Reading the history of the church and the apostolic Fathers, it is
clear that all other religions was regarded as ‘pagan’, and all people
other than Christians were in danger of destruction, with no hope of
salvation. It is almost impossible to find a fair description of other
religions in Christian literature, even up to modern times to some
extent.

In this book I have included pieces about the ancient Christian
gospels but have deliberately avoided going into detailed discussion. It
is striking that the gospel of Thomas is silent about the matter of
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Jesus’ death and resurrection, as Helmut Kuester says “the keystone of
all proclamations.”

But Thomas is alone in omitting mention of this. The source Q
that was used by Matthew and Luke does not consider the death of
Jesus to be part of the Christian message, and thus does not concemn
itself with reports of the resurrection and subsequent events. The
Gospel of Thomas and the source Q in that way challenge the
assumption that the early church was unanimous in regarding Jesus’
death and resurrection the cornerstone of Christian faith. Both
documents emphasize that the significance of Jesus lay in his words,
and not in what people thought about him. This puts Jesus closer to
the Muslim view.

Again, it is striking that the Gospel of Thomas is also totally silent
on the titles given to Jesus by others, such as ‘Lord’, ‘Christ’, ‘Son of
Man’, ‘Messiah’ and ‘Son of God’.

The title ‘Son of Man’ given to Jesus in the canonical gospels and
in the “Q” source is an indication of his manhood and absolute human
nature but to the Christians it is an indication that Jesus is the one who
will appear from heaven at the end of time, shown as lightning flashes
and lights up the sky, so will the Son of Man be in his day. (Luke 17. 24)

The reader of this edition will find that important materials have
been added and corrections made to the previous two editions. I hope
you will find it useful.






CHAPTER ONE

Islam’s Attitude Towards
the Preceding Prophets

Islam is the irreducible religion of God, which was delivered by
the prophets of the Most Holy since man was sent down to this earth.
The Qur'an, the word of God, and the first and absolute source of
Islam, directly acknowledges the prophets before Muhammad. It
relates their missions and struggles in the societies to which they were
sent and reports their stories with accuracy and reverence.

Concerning our belief, we are commanded by God to believe in all
prophets, without discrimination. But it should be noted that the
Qur'an does make distinctions between God's messengers, except on
the basis of their suffering and forbearance. All prophets command
our love and reverence. But those who underwent particular hardship
and particular suffering command our special love and reverence.
Jesus stands among that number with Muhammad.

Jesus, like Muhammad after him, called his people to bear witness
to the prophets who preceded him. Furthermore, he declared the
prophethood of his contemporary John the Baptist. Jesus’ mission was
declared by John, who bore witness to him as a prophet, but not as a
Son of God.
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Our belief in the prophets is accompanied by our belief in the
Holy Scriptures, for as Muslims we hold that all of these Holy Books
are the word of God, and originated from Him. The books named in
the Qur'an are as follows: The Scroll revealed to Abraham, Az-Zabur
revealed to David, the Torah revealed to Moses, the Gospel revealed
to Jesus and the Qur'an revealed to Muhammad. I would like to note in
passing that some of these books are lost, such as Abraham's Scroll,
and that others were subject to corruption and distortion.

A Muslim's belief in Jesus must equal his belief in Muhammad
himself. Whenever the name of Jesus is mentioned in the Qur'an a
Muslim's eyes become full of tears and his heart full of affection.
Indeed, this feeling runs so deep that we give to our children the
names of Jesus and Mary.

But exactly who is Jesus in whom every Muslim must believe? Is
he Jesus the Christ? The suffering Messiah? Is he the eternal Son of
God? The third of the triad? The one who was crucified? Is he God
incarnate? Is he the Redeemer?

I do say that Jesus of the Qur'an is also of reality and not just one
of the previously mentioned designations. I will therefore have to
repeat my question; Who is Jesus?

Jesus in the Qur'an

Judging by the number of verses and amount of details, the
information given in the Qur'an about Jesus is extensive. I would
venture to say that, as a Qur'anic figure he is portrayed with more
comprehensiveness than any other. It should be made clear that the
Qur'an 1s not a historical or biographical work in a literal sense. In
other words the information given about Jesus, for example, was given
through Revelation, to the unlettered Muhammad, who without being
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an academic historian, corrected the position of Jesus as previously
understood, whether by Jews or Christians.

In the Qur'an there are five things which are given special concern,
especially in terms of creation. God speaks of His creation of the
world in ordered sequence whereas the other four areas are of central
importance to the subject of this book; they are: Adam and his
children, John the Baptist and Jesus himself.

Because the making of Adam differs from that of the world, the
process of his creation is recorded in great detail in the Qur'an, as in
15:29 and 38:72.{)) Moreover the making of Adam's children shows
another, different, process of creation from clay, ¢ Then We created of
the sperm-drop a clot, then We created of the clot a tissue, then We
created of the tissue bones, then We garmented the bones in flesh;
thereafter We produced him as another creature. So blessed be God,
the Fairest of creators! % (23: 12-14),

In this context we may refer to the making of Eve, who in Genesis
(2:21-22) was formed of Adam's rib but in the Qur'an is created from a
single soul of mankind:

% O Mankind, fear your Lord who created you of a single soul,
and from it created its mate, and from the pair of them scattered
abroad many men and women. }

(4: 1)

This brief survey of the creational process indicates clearly that
the world was created out of nothing; Adam was created out of the
world, Eve out of him and Adam's offspring out of coition between
Adam and Eve. It must be quite clear that all of these were created by
God and God alone. Moreover it is explicit that all things were created
by God and not out of God. I mention this because the Christian belief






