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Preface

c{% We will show them Our Signs in the universe, and in their
ownselves, until it becomes manifest to them that this (the
Qur'an) is the truth. Is it not sufficient in regard to your
Lord that He is a Witness over all things? s

(Fussilat: 53)

Indeed, the Glorious Qur'an remains the ever-lasting miracle
that witnesses to the truthfulness of Muhammad's Message.
Whenever you approach its Divine Words, you find a wonder
that will snatch both your heart and mind at the same time.
Moreover, the miraculous nature of the Glorious Qur'an is not
confined to a certain field or time but it emerges to challenge
people in whatever field they master. That is why we can touch
different faces to its miraculous nature; its style, its sciences and
its impact upon mankind that changes the face of history or all
such matters together.

To all seekers of truth I pray them to consider the Glorious
Qur'an whose miracles address people at all times and to
consider the Messenger to whom it was revealed or to imagine
another genius person equipped with the talent of an artist, the
power of a leader and all the studies of humanities and then let
me ask them: Have you found but a power that transcends any
other power, and surpasses the potentialities of any scientist,
leader or poet? So, generation after generation and age after age,
the miraculous nature of the Glorious Qur'an is always here.



It is Allah's Book that came to defy the Arabs, the masters of
eloquence at that time, by its outstanding rhetorical nature. And
now, when mankind attains a high degree of knowledge, we
come to uncover in the Glorious Qur'an signs to scientific facts
discovered in the modern age. This is nothing but a great witness
to the Divine nature of this Book and a proof of its truthfulness.

Al-Falah Foundation has the great honor to introduce to its
dear reader the first fruits of this series about the miraculous
nature of the Glorious Qur'an. Also, we would like to EXPress
our deep thanks to Dr. El-Naggar for his efforts in such a field,
suppheating Allah, the Almighty, to make it of profit to Islam
and Muslims. Praise be to Allah through Whose bless the good
deeds are completed.

General Director

Sheikh Muhammad ~Abdu



INTRODUCTION

Literally, the word “mountain” (Latin Montanus ) is described
as “a landmass that projects conspicuously above its surroundings
and is higher than a hill'V.”

The Dictionary of Geological Terms™ (1976, p. 289) defines
a mount or a mountain as a high hill (but mount is always used
mstead of mountain before a proper name). A mountain is also
detined (loc. cit.) as a tract of land considerably elevated above
the adjacent country, and is usually found connected in long
chains or ranges, but sometimes can be in the form of single,
isolated eminences. From the point of view of physical
geography, the same dictionary (op. cit.) adds that any portion of
the Earth’s crust rising considerably above the surrounding
surface 1s described as a mountain. The term is usually applied
to heights of more than 610 meters, all beneath that amount
being regarded as hills, and when of considerable heights,
hillocks. Nevertheless, in the same issue (p. 207), a hill is
delined as “properly restricted to more or less abrupt elevations
of less than 305 meters, all altitudes exceeding this being
mountains.” Indeed, In many of the American references.
elevations above 300 meters are considered mountains.

I Webster's Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary (1971), B. & C. Merriam Co..
Publisher; Springfield, Massachusetts, U.S.A.

2. Dictionary of Geological Terms (1976), Revised edition prepared under the
direction of the American Geological Institute; Anchor Books Edition, U.S A.



A mountain range is defined (op. cit.) as a single, large mass
consisting of a succession of mountains or narrowly spaced
mountain ridges, with or without peaks, closely related in
position, direction, formation and age. A mountain range is a
component part of a mountain system or a mountain chain. The
former is defined as “several more or less parallel ranges
grouped together,” while the latter is described as “a complex,
connected series of several, more or less parallel mountain
ranges and mountain systems grouped together without regard to
similarity of form, structure or origin, but having “a general
longitudinal arrangement or well-defined trend ...”

In other words, a mountain range is a series of more or less
parallel ridges, all formed from rocks deposited in a single
scdimentation basin, while a mountain system is composed of a
number of parallel or consecutive ranges, formed from the
sediments of different basins, but of approximately the same age
of folding.

A mountain chain consists of two or more mountain systems
of the same general trend and elevation, while a cordillera is
formed of several chains in the same part of a continent (cf.
Milligan, 1977, p. 445).

In “the Dictionary of the Natirral Environment,” Monkhouse
& Small (1978) define the term “mountain” as follows: “A
markedly elevated landform, bounded by steep slopes and rising
to prominent ridges or individual summit-peaks. There is no
specttic altitude, but usually taken to be over 600 meters (2000
{t.) in Britain, except where eminences rise abruptly from
surrounding lowlands, e.g. Conway M. In such a case, the term
Mount is sometimes used ...”

D)
NS



The New Erncyclopedia Britannica defines a mountain as “an
area of land that is relatively much higher than the land
surrounding it” and adds “thus, the so-called hills associated
with great ranges such as the Himalayas would be mountains in
a less formidable setting.”

Similarly, the Encyclopedia Americana defines a mountain
as a portion of the Earth’s surface that rises above the
surrounding region” and add, “Generally, a mountain range
decreases in height in stages, with a transition through hills to
lower regions called plains. However, in some cases the
transition is extremely rapid. Mountains occur worldwide, in
both continental and oceanic regions.”

From the above survey, it becomes obvious that all current
definitions of mwountains, both literal and scientific, restrict
themselves to the conspicuous protrusion of such landforms
above their surroundings, their high peaks and steep sides, as
well as to their presence in either complex ranges, systems,
chains, and cordilleras that run more or less parallel to each
other or in single prominences. In other words, all current
definitions of mountains are only confined to the outer
morphology of such landforms, without the slightest notion to
their subsurface extensions which have been lately proved to be
several times their outward heights.

However, the Qur’an consistently describes mountains as
stabilizers for the Earth’s surface which hold it firmly lest it
should shake with us, and as pickets (or pegs) for the Earth that
hold its surface (1.e. the Earth’s lithosphere) down as a means of
fixation. So, the Qur’an - in very simple words - described the
outward protrusion of mountains on the Earth’s surface,



emphasized their great downward extensions within the Earth's
crust, and defined their exact role as pickets and means of
fixation for that crust. Such knowledge was revealed more than
|2 centuries before man started to wonder whether or not
mountains could have roots below its outcropping parts, and
before he could realize any value for the existence of mountains
on the surface ol our globe, a value that is only being currently
conceived by a very limited number of specialists in the field of
Earth Sciences.



THE REFERENCE TO MOUNTAINS
IN THE QUR’AN

Frequency of Verses

The word mountain in both the singular and plural forms is
explicitly mentioned in the Qur’an 39 times (6 in the singular
and 33 in the plural), and is clearly implied as stabilizers for the
Earth’s crust in 10 other verses. These 49 Qur’anic references
can be classified in 9 distinctive categories as follows:

1. Verses that refer to a highly elevated landform (2:260 and
11:43)D,

2. Verses that metaphorically emphasize the greatness of the
mountain mass, of its elevation or of its massive, solid nature
(13:31; 14:46; 17:37; 19:90; 33:72 and 59:21).

3. Verses that only mention the word mountain (or mountains)
in the context of a similitude (11:42 and 24:43).

4. Verses that refer to mountains of historic importance such as
those where the Thamud people lived (7:74; 15:82 and
26:149).

1. In each of these paired numbers, the first indicates the number of the Qur'anic
chapter (Surah), while the second indicates the number of the Qur'anic verses
(Aval) in the Surah.



. Verses that refer to mountains which were the scenes of
performed miracles such as the mountains of Prophet
Ibrahim (Abraham) (PBUH) or those of prophet Musa
(Moses) (PBUH) (2:260 and 7:143, 171).

A

0. Verses that mention some of the uses of mountains by both
human beings and animals as shelters (16:68, 81), and as
sources for running water (13:3; 16:15; 27:61 and 77:27).

~

. Qur’anic verses that clearly describe mountains as pickets (or
pegs) that hold the Earth’s surface down as a means of
fixation (78:7) and others that emphasize their role as
stabilizers for the Earth’s crust (13:3; 15:19; 16:15; 21:31;
27:61; 31:10; 41:10; 50:7; 77:27 and 79:32) or point to the
miraculous system by which mountains are set-up (88:19).

A fourth category of verses in the same group describes
certarn  physical aspects of mountains such as their
composition of rocks of varied colors and origins (35:27), or
emphasizes the fact that despite their enormous mass,
mountains are not stationary bodies because they follow the
movement of the Earth (27:88). Such verses clearly outline
the basic geological concept of mountains, and thus are the
main concern of this paper.

8. Verses that refer to mountains in their supcrnatural,
spiritualistic and intangible form as true worshippers of their
Creator (21:79: 22:18: 34:10 and 38:18).

9. Special Qur’anic verses that describe the fate of mountains on
the Day of Judgment and their complete destruction thereon
(18:47; 20:105; 52:10; 56:5; 69:14; 70:9; 73:14; 77:10;
78:20: 81:3 and 101:5).

,:c«:{;.:-mm;@-:-xw R



Qur’anic Verses with Basic Geologic Concepts of
Mountains

In 12 distinctive verses, the Qur’an (which is principally a
book of divine guidance) outlines the basic geologic concepts of
mountains as follows:

1. That mountains are not just the lofty elevations seen on the
surface of the Earth, but their downward extensions in the
Earth’s lithosphere (in the form of pegs or pickets) is highly
emphasized. In as much as most of the picket (or peg) is hidden
in either soil or rock to hold one end of the tent to the ground
surface, most of the mountain must be hidden in the Earth’s
lithosphere. The term “picket” or “peg” is both literally and
scientifically more correct than the term “root” which is
currently used for mountains. In Chapter 78 (Surat an-Naba’
or the Great News), verses nos. 6 and 7, the Qur’an reads:

(géHave we not made the Earth as a wide expanse, and the
mountains as pegs. s
(An-Naba’: 6-7)
& (VGG IGI, (Ve Lo N1 oo I
(Y- sl ’ ’
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In 10 other verses, the Qur’an emphasizes the role of
mountains as stabilizers for the Earth’s outer surface (or
lithosphere). These verses read:

(a) <And it is He Who spread out the Earth. and set thereon
mountains standing firm, and (flowing) rivers: and fruir of
every kind He made in pairs, two and two; He draweth the
night as a veil over the day. Behold, verily in these things

there are signs for those who consider. s

(Ar-Ra*d: 3)
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(b) qa;\%Anc] the Earth we have spread out, set thereon stabilizers
(in the form of mountains) and produced therein all kinds of
things in due balance. %

(Al-Hijr: 19)
‘c‘{ LJJ:,:' g"’d‘suﬁ Ld-’ LMT_’ ‘;wlj_) L‘—J L:;ﬂﬂ:, LAUJ:\:O ;,ojfljc;;j
(Y8 = jaadl)

(¢) «And He has ser up on the Earth mountains standing firm,
lest it should shake with you; and rivers and roads; that ve
may guide yourselves. &

(An-Nahl: 15)

& oaang SISy [ rfv -\-'-' O u‘"IJJ u-ﬂﬂ' o ‘_,-EJU%?
(V0 =Ja..m

(d) =And We have set on the Earth mountains standing firm,
lest it should shake with them, and We have made therein
broad ways (between mountains) for them to pass through;
that they may receive guidance. ;;&&

(Al-Anbiya’: 31)

AL L-L,u G Cl;;;;'.pd_u o PRI o Pe
[ s Ao -
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(e) @ Or, who has made the Earth a stable ubode; made rivers
to flow in its midst; set thereon as stabilizers mountains.:
and made a separating barrier between the two bodies of

flowing water. Can there be another god besides Allah?
Nay, most of them know not! &

(An-Naml: 61)

L IR - .. rg e . P 1 E ER PR | - - [ ]
Ot Jams lsy W oy GG Ui 1055 105 Lo 81 s 0*1%?’
s A , L ¥ T P I S e @ & - -8 -
& -apalis ¥ ] J,,:.mc.d:l l:,-?b.}-,aj._.ll
"\ =J&m
(£) & He created the heavens without any pillars that ye can
see; He set on the Earth mountains standing firm, lest it
should shake with you; and He scattered through it beasts
of all kinds. We sent down rain from the sky, and produced
(plants) of every goodly kind therein, in pairs. &
| (Lugman: 10)

[ IR ) - - - - (] . - a:.;: - . -tf’ S C
S K bed o Ll 21 5 ANy 255 dae iy S 56
Y 8. %3 AU A LT ATE T P B -,
oo 105 I o b ESG AVRIWATES G}T,‘qlayo:- G
(Ve dW)
(g) opjéHe established on it (the Earth) stabilizers (mountains

standing firm), high above it and bestowed blessings on the
Larth, and measured therein all things to give them

nourishment in due proportion, in four davs, in accordance
with (the needs of) those who seek (sustenance).
g

(Fussilat: 10)
o BT U 538 U 565 G35 o ) VIR P
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(h) & And the Earth We have spread it out, and set thereon
stabilizers (mountains standing firm) and produced therein

every kind of beautiful growth (in pairs). %

(Qaf: 7)

z - a,'!.l - _:e_,.' P - ,_:ca_' Mo oo 8 X
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(i) & Have We not made the Earth (as a place) to draw
together the living and the dead. And made therein

stabilizers (mountains standing firm) lofty (in stature); and

provided for you water sweet (and wholesome). &
(Al-Mursalat: 25-27)
el U Wiy (YVBLAT EST (Y0) GUS (oY1 Jadd o s
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(J) s And the Earth, thereafter, hath He extended it (to a wide
expanse). He draweth out therefrom its moisture and its

pasture. And by the mountains hath He firmly fixed it (the

earth) for use and convenience to you and your catile. %

(An-Nazi at: 30-33)

JEly (VB Bl e 23T (Y BB 3 360 (o N p
’ % (PP KLY, 8 e (FY)GL
(FF-ve salejulh)
To elaborate on this function of mountains as stabilizers for
the Earth, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is reported to have said,






