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Introduction

Islam strengthens and unites the Muslim community
through five principles which are encompassed in the Creed
of Islam, the Shari‘ah, its culture, the integrity of the
Ummah, and 1n the beauty of Islam itself,

The solidarity of the Ummah was the umbrella, which
united all the nations, tribes, races and countries. Thus, the
entity of the Muslim Ummah became one body. Whenever a
part of this body complained of any illness, the rest of it
would assist and provide solace. A Muslim sought refuge in
his fellow Muslims, and soon he would be supported:;
whenever the cry of "Wa Islamah"' was uttered, all Muslims
would arise in its wake. Under the shelter of this solidarity,
Muslims, over a period of 80 years, managed to conquer
other countries and attain a level of superiority that the
Romans were not able to achieve in a period of eight
centuries. There was a huge difference between Muslims
who liberated peoples and others who merely enslaved them.
Muslims were renowned for their bravery in vanquishing the
fiercest invaders and challenged any amount of danger. They
suppressed the crusaders who launched an international,
western war against Muslims, which lasted for two centuries
(489-690 A.H.) (1096-1291 A.D.). It was the Muslims who

"1t is a crv that seeks to touch and revive the sleeping hearts ot the Muslim
Ummah. It denotes seeking help from the Muslim Ummah. (Translator)
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overpowered the Tatars who later embraced Islam and then
became one of its most powerful allies.

Along with these victories, the Muslims became the most
cultured Ummah while the West was suffering from
ignorance, superstition and misguidance.

In 897 A.H. (1492 A.C.), European colonialism invaded
Muslim lands, starting their malicious schemes when they
confiscated Gharnatah (Granada). In 1213 A H. (1798 A.C.)
Egypt, the heart of the Islamic world, was shot by the arrow
of Napoleon Bonaparte's campaign. The third calamity came
in 1342 AH. (1924 A.C.) with the collapse of the Islamic
Caliphate. This massive trend of colonialism rendered the
[slamic world into pieces. Every nation from among the
Muslim Ummah was forced to fight for 1its own
independence. For the aim of mastering the Islamic world
and preventing any kind of revival, the Zionist entity was
established in Palestine. It was - and still 1s - a western
cancer that broke down the unity of Muslims and blocked
the means of an Islamic revival.

Despite the nationalistic trend that affected the Arab and
Muslim westernized intelligentsia, the people of Islamic
countries remained steadfast towards the solidarity of the
Muslim Ummah. The centralization of the Palestinian issue
re-established the Islamic bonds among Muslim nations. It
represented the various ranges of affiliation and fidelity:
Palestinian patriotism, Arab nationalism and Islamic belief.
The Palestinian issue was - and still is - the endless torrential
fountain for Islamic feeling against the "Zionist- Colonial"
challenges that surround al-Agsa Mosque, al-Quds ash-
Sharif, and the whole of Palestine.
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The Palestinian 1ssue in regard to the other issues which
face Muslims, occupies the same status of al-Aqsa Mosque
in regard to other mosques. It is the pivotal point to which all
Muslims are to aspire throughout the Islamic world. In this
way. they go against patriotism that blocks supporting this
issue.

This book outlines and clarifies the key elements of this
central 1ssue. It presents the main facts in a political,
intellectual and cultural manner. Its pages are considered as
the text, which should be comprehended and fully
understood by every Muslim. Every honest, noble and
impartial human being who seeks justice and truth will
comprehend this message. It is the backbone on which the
details of the conflict are based. This book was written by
Dr. Muhsin Muhammad Salth, and is considered as an
important informative source of the most important issue
facing Muslims today.

Since the Zionist danger threatens all Muslim territories
from Ghana to Indonesia and from the Volga River' to the
South of the Equator, this issue symbolizes the conflict
between the Muslims and the enemies of Islam in any place
and at any tume. Also, it is the gate of victqry for the Muslim
Ummah over its enemies and against all the challenges of the
New World Order. This is the mission of this book. It
revives the consciousness, the strategy and the focal point of
the Palestinian issuc on the national, Islamic, Arab and
international level. We sincerely ask Allah to make it

" A river in Western Russia rising in the Valdai Hills northwest of Moscow.
It is the longest river in Europe and the main commecial waterway of
Russia.
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beneficial to all readers, and count it in the balance of
whoever bravely proclaims the facts surrounding this issue,
and reward its author in the best manner. Surely He is the
Best to be asked and the Only One to answer.

Dr. Muhammad Imarah
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Author’s Introduction

All praise be to Allah, the Lord of all creatures; peace and
blessings be upon the Master of all Messengers, upon his
tamily, and upon his Companions all.

[t really pleases me to offer to my reader this book that is
divided into seven complementary chapters to delineate,
Allah willing, clearly and comprehensively the picture of the
Palestinian Issue.

Undoubtedly, there are thousands of books and studies that
dealt with the i1ssue in question from different perspectives.
The scientific studies, on one hand, generally cover the issue
from one aspect. The methodical studies, on the other hand,
examine the issue extensively, comprehensively, and
concentratively; but they are few.

The book in hand is classified according to the main
outline of the Palestinian issue into seven chapters discussing
the land of Palestine, the people of Palestine, Zionism and its
thoughts, the Israech political, demographic, economic and
miulitary status, the Palestinian struggle against the Zionist
Project including wars, revolutions, and intifadas, and the
peace projects and settlements.

The book. indeed, is addressed to highly-educated or
cultured people, university students and whoever is concerned
with the Palestinian Cause. Furthermore, it fits, Allah willing,
as a textbook to be studied by students, since it is written 1n a
simple academic style, with documented data. It, moreover,
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relies on the most recent statistics issued about the Palestinian
Cause until 2002,

This book 1s written by an author firmly believes that
Palestine 1s an Islamic and Arab land, the Palestinians are its
legitimate sons, and that it is the right of the Muslims and
Arabs to strive hard to liberate thoroughly their holy blessed
land: the land of Palestine.

Ultimately, we invoke Allah to regard this book as an act
of worship, sincerely devoted to pleasing Him. I am fully
open-minded to receive any suggestion, advice or instructive
criticism,

Mohsen M. Saleh



Chapter One

The Land of Palestine

Palestine is the name of the area located in the
southwestern part of Asia; it is bordered by Lebanon from the
north, Syria northeast, Jordan east, the Red Sea south, Sinai in
Egypt southwest and from the west by the Mediterranean Sea.
This area witnessed the first recorded form of civilization in
human history in the city of Jericho that was established ten
thousand years ago. Ever since, it was inhabited by the
Canaanites and the sea immigrants named Philistines who
integrated with them later on. It was thereafter invaded by the
Romans, the Jews, the Moguls, and the Christian crusaders.

Since the seventh century, most of its population embraced
Islam and joined successive Muslim rule until 1917, the year
of the collapse of the Ottoman State, when Palestine came
under the British mandate that undertook to facilitate the
realization of the Zionist dream of creating a Jewish home in
Palestine.

In 1948, the British mandate ended and the area became
subject to a military dispute between the local Arab
population and the immigrant Jews. The dispute resulted in
the establishment of the Zionist “State of Israel” over 77% of
the area and the displacement of 900,000 local Arabs, who are
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the descendants of the early Canaanites, Philistines and the
Arab tribes that settled there after the advent of Islam. This
was followed by a war in 1967 that resulted in further
“Israeli” occupation of more Palestinian land that was at the
time under the rule of neighboring Arab countries. Since then,
“Israel” maintained direct military occupation of the whole of
Palestine and of some areas of Syria, Lebanon and Egypt. But
this occupation faced continuous civil and military resistance
that brought the area into focus, and reserved for it a
significant place in the news and world media.

This book will try to look through all the aspects of this
struggle, and introduce to you Palestine and its people,
Zionism and the Zionist state and the roots of this over 80
years old dispute.

Palestine, the name

Palestine acquired its name from the Mediterranean
immigrants who came from the southern Greek Islands in the
12" century B.C., and were known as the “people of the sea”.
In the old Egyptian scripts, they were referred to as the
P.L.S.T, the N was added later possibly to pluralize the noun;
they are referred to as the Philistines. The land, previously
known as the Land of Canaan, took the name of the new
settlers and came to be known as Palestine. Throughout the
centuries of Muslim rule, Palestine had been an integral part
of a larger geographical unit, Bilad Al-Sham or Greater Syria,
as a sub-district or “Jund” in the language of that time. The
sub-district of Palestine embraced a larger area than the
present one. The new boundaries were set during the time of
British colonization (1918-1948), and on the bases of the
Sykes-Picot agreement between France and Britain that
divided the territories of the disintegrated Ottoman State. The
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final borders with Syria and Lebanon were set following a
Franco-British agreement in 1920, while the borders with
Trans-Jordan were fixed by the British High Commissioner in
1922, and those with Egypt were set in 1908 by the Ottomans
and the Egyptian Khedive. Since then, Palestine included
areas west of the Jordan River, south of the Mount Lebanon.

Geography and Climate

The total area of Palestine is 27,009 km’, including 704
km® of water surface that is composed of Al-Hula Lake,
Tiberias Lake and half of the Dead Sea. Palestine 1s generally
divided into four geographic zones:

1. The coastal area: it is a plain land laying along the
Mediterranean from north to south; its highest altitude is
180 meters above sea level. This is one of the most fertile
areas of Palestine as it enjoys a Mediterranean climate with
full four seasons. It is ideal for growing fruits and flowers
by which it is known until today.

2. The mountainous area: it is located to the east of the
coastal areas and stands parallel to it; the highest altitude
reaches 1208 meters in Mount Al-Jarmaq (Meron) in
northern Palestine. This area is generally colder than the
coastal one, but it still enjoys a Mediterranean climate.
Despite its rough topography, the area 1s ideal for growing
grains, beans, figs, olives and grapes; and i1s widely used
for herding.

3. Al-Ghour (the Rift Valley): it is also known also as the
Jordan Valley, as the Jordan River divides it into castern
and western parts, in Jordan and Palestine consecutively.
Al-Ghour is a fertile land ideal for growing vegetables,
fruits and dates. This valley is the lowest dry point on






