“Their Strives and Their Lives
oo

=
—
-
b
—
| -
=4
I i )
-

: “ISLAMIC/INC. 4 _ 5]
Kb. Blioor e -2 PUBII.IS[-:IHN@&?JSTRI‘BUTIDN | ; ]




A A ) &

The Wives Of the Pr, Opﬁet ‘
Aufammad @‘5

' Their Strives and Their Lives

GO A I I O A

| Muhammad Fathi Mus ad

Islamic INC.
Publishing & Distribution

.

A




©an rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored
in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without written permis-
sion from the publishers.

Islamic INC. st uw Y| piiill g gjgidl Sl
Publishing & Distribution ) Sdwd | Olics A
8 As-Sayeda Zainab Sq. S ﬁw‘
Cairo. Egypt FA¥YEVe ;.S

ras HITS CXEELTI T INRAVIE:
Tel. 3911961-3900572 e e

Post. No: 1636 yav - P

Translated, Edited, and Prepared by:
Al-Falah Foundation

24 Tairan st. Nasr city, Cairo, Egypt
Tel & Fax: 2622838

ISBN: 977-264-801-6
WAYV/Y N syl










CONTENTS

- Acknowledgement..............c.cooiiiiiiiiii VII
- Introduction ... 1
- Umm Al-Mu’minin Khadijah Bint Khuwaylid ........ 5
- Umm Al-Mu’minin Sawdah Bint Zum’ah .............. 25
- Umm Al-Mu’minin "A’ishah Bint Abu Bakr............ 39
- Umm Al-Mu’minin Hafsah Bint "Umar .................. 77
- Umm Al-Mu’minin Zaynab Bint Khuzaymah.......... 95

- Umm Al-Mu’minin Umm Salamah Hind bint Umayyah 105

- Umm Al-Mu’minin Zaynab Bint Jahsh................... 121
- Umm Al-Mu’minin Juwayriyah Bint Al-Harith ...... 145
- Umm Al-Mu’minin Safiyyah Bint Huyayy.............. 159
- Umm Al-Mu’minin Umm Habibah Ramlah Bint
ADU SUFYAN ..ooiiiiiiiiiicc ettt r e e e 183
- Umm Al-Mu’minin Maymunah Bint Al-Harith ....... 203
-CoNCIUSION ... 217
- Bibliography ... 171






Acknowledgement

In the history of a human being, there always are certain
people whom one never forgets. Their stories are always vivid
and alive in one's mind and heart. The Mothers of Believers are
the best models in that respect. One never forgets their
endeavors for the sake of Islam, their love to the Prophet and
His Lord, their utmost care of Muslims and their interests. They
represent a fountain of love and information and source of
inspiration not only to Muslim women but also to men and all
those who are fair-minded. That does not come as a surprise for
they lived with the Prophet (peace be upon him) and were
brought up under Allah's Providence.

Reading their biographies is enjoyable and illuminating. A
person is introduced to lovely situations, wonderful incidents,
and sound judgement. It is the best thing that one may offer to
Muslim women nowadays.

When the ISLAMIC INC. proposed us to translate the work
of Sheikh Muhammad Fathi Mus'ad The Mothers of the
Believers (may Allah be pleased with them all) we felt great
pleasure and enthusiasm to shoulder the burden and perform this
heavy task. For, there is no doubt that the Muslim library is
longing for such a contribution.

Here one must admit that translating this book The Mothers
of the Believers was not an easy task. The original book was full



of details and various narrations of the same event. In order not
to distract our dear reader from the main message of the book,
the translation underwent some abridgment without impairing
the contents of the book. Also it should be noted that the style
of the Arabic language is different from the English one. This
requires introducing so many changes in the form of presenting
our subject matter in a way that makes it easily understood.

As for the transliteration system, the Encyclopedia of Islam
transliteration system was used with slight modifications.

We would like to thank Al-Falah Staff members,
particularly, Wael Shihab, Sami Ahmad Muhammad, Yasir
Sabri, Nirvan Tal at, Meftah Ulani, Nasima Mall, and Reima
Yusuf Shakeir who exerted every effort to translate, revise and
edit this valuable work.

Finally, all praise and thanks are due to Allah, without whose
help and guidance nothing can be accomplished.

AL-TFalah Director
Muhammad "Abdu



Introduction

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. Verily,
good recompense will be for the righteous, Allah-fearing people,
and no enmity should be declared except against the oppressors.
May Allah's peace and blessings be upon His Prophet, whom He
sent as a mercy for all creatures, his household, his wives,
Mothers of the Believers, his true-hearted Companions, and all
those who call to his mission until the Day of Judgment.

Islam greatly honors woman and elevates her status whether
she is a daughter, a sister, a wife, or a mother. In the glittering
Islamic history, many righteous Muslim women played an
outstanding roles in the life of the Ummah (the Muslim Nation).
No doubt, the Prophet's wives, Mothers of the Believers,
preceded others in this regard. Allah, Most High, called them
Mothers of the Believers, as a token of what every Muslim
should pay them of reverence, respect, and estimation. Allah,
Most High, says,

¢ The Prophet is closer to the believers than their own
selves, and his wives are their mothers... %

(Al-Ahzab: 6)

Amongst women, the Prophet's wives are the most elite and
eligible. No wonder, they lived with the Prophet (pbuh) and
were brought up on following the Divine revelation. By the



same token, the best thing one can present to today Muslim
women is the biography of Mothers of the Believers in order to
discipline themselves under its shade, and derive provisions for
their souls therefrom. This purified biography enlightens the
hearts with faith, and connects them together by righteousness
and unswerving belief. It makes a link between today Muslim
women and the Prophet's wives who were honored by his
company in his dwelling, traveling, and battles.

Both Muslim men and women are commanded by Allah,
Most High, to follow in the footsteps of the Prophet (pbuh) in
the following Qur'anic verse,

4 You have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful
pattern (of conduct) for any one whose hope is in Allah and
the Final Day, and who engages much in the praise of
Allah. &

(Al-Ahzab: 21)

Unlike other women, according the Glorious Qur'an, the
Prophet's wives were commanded to understand the Glorious
Qur'an, and perceive the Sunnah. Allah, Most High, says,

%And recite what is rehearsed to you in your homes, of the
Signs of Allah and His Wisdom... B

(Al-Ahzab: 34)

Accordingly, they became good examples that Muslim
women should follow.

Teaching the biography of Mothers of the Believers seems to
be an imperative matter, the issue becomes more imperative
with learning this biography. A thorough reading of the



biography of the Prophet's wives is one of the most useful means
of education and purification of the soul.

It was one of Allah's excellent favors upon the believers that
the Prophet (pbuh) married such number of women, since
feminine affairs are too much to be received and then delivered
by one woman. Also, if that had not been the case, a lot of the
Prophet's hadiths would not have been known.

However, we should keep in mind the fact that the Prophet
(pbuh) contracted his marriages for sociopolitical, legislative,
and other reasons, that Allah, Most High, determined. Many
times Divine revelation came down to rectify their stances on
particular issues so that they would set an ideal example to be
followed by Muslim women in all aspects of life.

Today, the Muslim woman is in dire need of regaining her
real status by adhering to the Islamic instructions and following
in the footsteps of the Prophet's wives.

By this book, I aim at presenting a simple and simplified
biography of the Prophet's wives. It, by Allah's Grace, sheds
light on their lives and virtues and extract lessons and
admonitions therefrom.

I have excluded relevant lengthy and long-winded sayings
and narrations from the book in order to render it palatable.
Also, I have dealt only with the Prophet's wives who are called
Mothers of the Believers, and kept silent regarding those whom
the Prophet (pbuh) married but marriage was not consummated
and those who offered themselves to him.

I hope that Allah, Most High, would grant me success in
extracting lessons and admonitions from the stories of the
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Prophet's wives. Success, in fact, is purely Allah's favor and
grace, while mistake is mine.

Finally, I ask Allah to benefit all Muslims, men and women,
by this work and render it dedicated only to His sake.

M. F. Musad
An Azharite Scholar
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Khadijah







Umm Al-Mu’minin

Khadijah
Bint Khuwaylid

(May Allah Be Pleased With Her)

Name and Lineage

Khadijah (may Allah be pleased with her) descended from
honorable parents who belonged to the tribe of Quraysh. She
was brought up on good morals and distinguished with
strictness, reason, and decency to the extent that the people of
her tribe, prior to the advent of Islam, called her at-Tahirah (the
chaste woman).

Her father was Khuwaylid ibn Asad ibn “Abd al-"Uzza. The
latter was a brother of “Abd Manaf, one of the Prophet's
grandfathers, the sons of Qusay ibn Kilab. Accordingly, her
lineage meets that of the Prophet (peace be upon him) in the
fourth grandfather. Her father enjoyed leadership, honor, and
high rank amongst his people, so they paid him obedience and
respect.
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Her cousin, Waragah ibn Nawfal, was a knowledgeable man,
who had knowledge of the Tawrah and the Injil (the Torah and
the Gospels). He had great influence on the life of Khadijah
(may Allah be pleased with her).

Her mother was Fatimah bint Za’idah ibn al-Asam ibn > Amir
ibn Lu'ayy. In the pre-Islamic era, her grandfather was a hero.
Fatimah's mother was Halah bint ~Abd Manaf ibn al-Harith.

Both her father and mother descended from honorable
families; Khadijah enjoyed an honorable descent, a pure soul,
and good character.

When she was fifteen years old, Abu Halah Hind ibn Zararah
at-Taymiyy proposed to her and already married her. She gave
birth to Hind and Halah. Hind was brought up in the Prophet's
house, and was a brother of Fatimah from the maternal side. He
lived until the advent of Islam. After the death of Abu Halah,
she got married to ~Atiq ibn “Abid al-Makhzumiyy, and she
gave him birth to a girl called Hind, who embraced Islam.

Her Engagement in Trade

After the death of her second husband, "Atiq, she inherited a
huge property. Influenced by her people, Khadijah (may Allah
be pleased with her) engaged herself in trade. Allah, Most High,
blessed her wealth and so it increased. She supervised and
administered her trade herself to the extent that she became
well-reputed for her good morals. However, she never practiced
trade herself; rather she used to hire men to run her trade in
return for some money.






