1
1

Lesson # 11

WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES ABOUT THE ...

FAMILY

The Bible teaches that God has two institutions – the HOME and the CHURCH.  Nothing should be more important to a Christian than these two places, for they are sacred.

Contrary to what many think, the Home and the Church are COMPLEMENTARY.  The greatest church is one made up of families who attend faithfully and serve the Lord.

It is little wonder, then, that Satan’s arena of diabolic activity is in our homes and in the churches.  This is truly an age when many “homes are on the rocks – instead of on THE Rock,” and when numerous so-called “churches” are departing from the Word of God.

THE FIRST HOME.
Open your Bible to Genesis 2:15-25, read carefully.

A.  What did God say was not good for man?  ___________________________

B.  How was the first woman made?  __________________________________

C.  In this passage, God says the woman is to be an  H _ _ _  M _ _ _  for the man.  (this means the woman completes the man.)

D.  In marriage, what are the couple to leave?  ___________________________

E.  In marriage, what do the couple become?  ____________________________

F.  Look up Matthew 19:4-6.  What did the Lord Jesus Christ say concerning the permanency of the marriage relationship?  _____________________________

      _______________________________________________________________  

G.  Look up Romans 7:1-3.  According to God’s plan for marriage, the bond of marriage was to be broken by  ________________________________ .

H.  Look up Hebrew 13:4a.  What two things does God say are honorable?

1.  M _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

2.  The bed  U _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  (i.e. pre-marital chastity)

THE HUSBAND’S DUTY TO HIS WIFE.

A.  Genesis 2:24.  To  _ _ _ _ _ _   unto his wife.

B.  Ephesians 5:25.  To  _ _ _ _ his wife.

C.  A husband’s love for his wife is to be the same as:

1.  _ _ _ _ _ _ ‘s  for the  _ _ _ _ _ _ .  Ephesians 5:25.

2.  For their own  _ _ _ _ _ _ .  Ephesians 5:28.

D.  To  P _ _ _ _ _ _  for his wife.  I Timothy 5:8

E.  I Peter 3:7.  To give  H _ _ _ _ _  to his wife.

F.  I Corinthians 7:3.  To render due  B _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  to his wife.  (do not use her as an object of personal pleasure.)

G.  I Corinthians 7:5.  To  D _ _ _ _ _ _  not his wife.  (this is referring to the physical intimacy of marriage.)

H.  Ephesians 5:23.  The husband is to be the  _ _ _ _   of the wife, and the home. (not dictatorship but leadership)

THE WIFE’S DUTY TO HER HUSBAND.

A.  Ephesians 5:22.  To  _ _ _ _ _ _  to her husband in his exercise of leadership in the home.

B.  Ephesians 5:33.  To  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  her husband.  (never criticize your husband in the presence of others.)

C.  I Timothy 5:14.  To  G _ _ _ _  the household.

D.  If your husband is not a Christian, follow the teaching of I Peter 3:1.  The word “conversation” means “a godly manner of life.”

E.  I Corinthians7:4-5.  To  D _ _ _ _ _ _  not her husband.

PARENTS’ DUTY TO THEIR CHILDREN.

A.  Psalm 127:3.  Children are the Lord’s  H _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

B.  Proverbs 22:6.  Parents (not school, not TV) are responsible to  _ _ _ _ _  up their children.

Ephesians 6:4b.  Fathers are responsible to bring their children up in the  _ _ _ _ _ _ _                          and _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  of the Lord.  (the word “nurture” means “discipline”.)

*Children require discipline and should be taught obedience in the home.  This will take real character on the part of the parents.

1.  Children should be taught to OBEY without question; and when necessary, without waiting for an explanation.

2.  Obedience must be instant and without argument.

3.  For character building, parents should allow no exceptions to this rule.

*Children should be taught to work.  In their first year they can be taught to pick up clothes and toys.

       *Children should be taught regular habits for happiness and usefulness.

       *Children should be taught the art of living peaceably with others at home.

       *Children should be taught to right use of money.

1.  Tithe and give to the Lord.

2.  Spend money wisely.

3.  Save money.

       *Children need, and should have, time with their parents.

1.  Special times with EACH parent and times with the entire family.

2.  Parents should lead in such a way that they are able to lead that child to the Lord in due time.

All of the above, spell TIME and WORK.  That’s what it takes!!

C.  See your children as they really are in God’s sight.

D.  God’s provision for correction of children:

1.  Proverbs 13:1.  Father’s  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

2.  Proverbs 22:15b.  The  _ _ _ .

CHILDREN’S DUTIES TO THEIR PARENTS.

A.  Exodus 20:12.  H _ _ _ _ _  they father and mother.

B.  Proverbs 13:1.  Listen to your parents’  I _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

C.  Ephesians 6:1.  O _ _ _  your parents.

FAMILY LIFE – GOD’S HEAVEN ON EARTH.

A.  Ephesians 4:31-32.  List the six things that need to be put out of your family and            home:

1.  _____________________

2.  _____________________
3.  _____________________
4.  _____________________
5.  _____________________
6.  _____________________ 
      and three things you need to have there:

1.  _____________________

2.  _____________________
3.  _____________________   
B.  Deuteronomy 6:5-7.  What is it that should be a constant part of your home?

                _________________________________________________  

C.  Joshua 24:15f.  What was Joshua’s motto for his home?  ________________

      ______________________________________________________________  

ESTABLISHING A FAMILY ALTAR.

*Family Altar is a definite time, place, and event in the life of your home where the whole family meets around the Word of God – to read, to pray, to sing, to talk.

A.  The Responsibility for the Family Altar.

       This responsibility rests upon the  __________________.  (see Ephesians 6:4, Colossians 3:21, I Peter 3:7, I Corinthians 14:35)

B.  How to Establish Your Family Altar.

1.  Decide upon the most suitable time for your home.  

2.  Make a definite commitment to the Lord to the establishment of your family altar.  Plan to stick to it.
3.  Work out a plan of Bible reading and devotional material.
4.  Do it!! Right away!!  Be ready to resist the Devil as he throws his fiery darts of opposition.
C.  Suggestions for a Good Family Altar.

1.  Always read a portion of Scripture.  (Proverbs is excellent for the family.)

2.  Have a hymn or chorus of the month.
3.  Use prayer cards for a prayer time.  (include your pastor, missionary, relatives, church members, friends, etc.)
4.  Be brief  but consistent.
5.  Involve the entire family.
6.  Use some variety.  
7.  Keep it informal, Biblical, and open for suggestion and improvement.
Warning:  Be careful that the atmosphere of your home is not different at family altar time.  That is hypocrisy and will harm your children greatly.

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Christian homes and marriages are NOT exempt from pressures and troubles.  There may be times when serious problems arise.  Always feel that you can confidently and confidentially speak to your pastor about such matters.  He believes the Bible has the answer, and is more than willing to counsel with you.  But, be willing to accept Bible answers and principles over worldly “solutions”!  

IDEAS TO IMPROVE THE SPIRITUAL TEMPERATURE OF MY FAMILY !

1. _________________________________

2. _________________________________

3. _________________________________

4. _________________________________
5. _________________________________
6. _________________________________
7. _________________________________
Memory Verse:

Joshua 24:15

15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.

People I am praying for to be saved:

__________________________________________    

__________________________________________

__________________________________________     

__________________________________________

People I am praying for to be Discipled

__________________________________________    

__________________________________________

__________________________________________     

__________________________________________

