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From the Directors:
Welcome back!!!  I hope you all had a good summer and are ready to get back into the swing of things.  Here in the Kennedy Band Department, things are really starting to move along.  We have completed our week of band cam p and the two pre-school evening rehearsals.  We have played through the entire show - and it’s going to be great!  We have begun putting our opener drill on the field - and it’s going to be great, too!  Our first football game is Friday, August 29 and I’m really looking forward to showing off at our first performance.  

I would like to take a minute to offer a few reminders:  

· Make sure that everyone has picked up his or her handbook.

· The permission form located on the last page of your handbook needs to be turned in before our first performance (Friday).

· Check the band schedule very carefully - it is located in the handbook also.

· Our first 7:00 am practice is Wednesday, August 27.

· Our next evening practice is Thursday, August 28 from 6-9pm.

· If you have not had your marching uniform fit, please do so ASAP!

[image: image6.wmf] 

At last count, we have 47 freshmen, 55 sophomores, 27 juniors and 30 seniors plus 14 in the color guard.  That gives us a grand total of 173 on the field.  That's a big band!!  This fall, we will perform at six football games, compete in six competitions, march in two parades, spend 72 hours of rehearsal during the school day and 70 extra hours outside of the school day. . .all over a ten week period of time.  This band will
travel to Florida in December and march in the nationally televised Citrus Bowl Parade and march through the streets of the Magic Kingdom in Walt Disney World, Florida.  No matter how hot or cold or wet or dry we get, these are the events that make lasting friends and lasting memories.  Thank you for all who are helping us to make those memories.

Lesley Fleer
Director
John F. Kennedy High School Bands
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From the Kennedy Band Parents Co-Presidents:

Band camp, the kick-off dinner and a basket auction - it can only mean that another year is under way.  It is a wonderful way for old friends to get reacquainted and for others to begin lifelong friendships!

 

We would like to send out a big thank you to all who helped get this year started.  The freshmen meeting, band camp lunches, kick-off dinner, and uniform fittings would not have been possible without the help of many volunteers.  Thanks to all who stepped forward and helped make all this possible!

 

With Marching Band season well underway, we ask all parents to keep an eye on their email, and talk to their students.  Often there are last minute changes or additional information, and we will try to keep everyone informed.  Remember there will be an information table at each home game in case you have questions or need to communicate something. 

 

Hopefully, many of you have turned in volunteer forms.  Please complete one if you have not.  Also, continue to look for volunteer opportunities that will work with your schedule.

 

The band trip is quickly approaching!  We are all looking forward to this adventure, and we will keep you up to date on all information.  By now, you should have made three payments, all going to the PO box. Remember to continue sending those in. 

 

Please check the newsletter for fundraising opportunities.  You and/or your student can participate in all or none of the ones we offer. 
 
Finally, please add band parent meetings to your calendar.  It is a great way to get information and voice any questions or concerns.  They are the third Tuesday of the month, with our first one on September 16. All meetings are in the upper IMC at 7 pm.  Please mark your calendar for the remaining band parent meetings: October 21, November 18, December 9, January 20, February 10, March 17, April 21, and May 19.

 

Hope to see you there!
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Lori Lohff

Monica Goeddel

Kennedy Band Parents, Inc.

Co-Presidents 2008-2009
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	John F. Kennedy High School Band Department 
2008-2009 Schedule Of Events 

	KEY: 
IND     Individual                        CB      Concert Band             JB3    Jazz Band 3
MB      Marching Band               JB1    Jazz Band 1                 WG   Winter Guard
WS      Wind Symphony             JB2    Jazz Band 2                 DL    Drum Line
SB      Symphonic Band
 
                ATTENDANCE AT ALL REHEARSALS IS CRUCIAL.


AUGUST 
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First early morning rehearsal




(MB)

28 


Rehearsal 6-9 pm





(MB)

29


1st football game





(MB)

SEPTEMBER

4


Rehearsal 6-9pm





(MB)

5


Football game






(MB)

11


Rehearsal 6-9 pm





(MB)

12


Football Game






(MB)

16


Band Parents Meeting – IMC 7pm


All Band Parents Welcome
18


Rehearsal 6-9pm





(MB)

19


Half day – possible afternoon rehearsal


(MB)

20


Competition – Johnston – Day



(MB)

25


Rehearsal 6-9pm





(MB)

26


Football Game






(MB)

27


Marshalltown Competition - Day



(MB)

[image: image11.wmf] 

OCTOBER  

1


Homecoming Parade - 5-6pm




(MB)

2


Rehearsal 6-9pm





(MB)

3


Football Game






(MB)

4


5 Seasons Competition – Kingston - Day


(MB)               

9


Rehearsal 6-9pm





(MB)

11


State Marching Competition – Kingston - Day

(MB)

WD Valley Marching Competition – West DM – Evening
(MB)

16


Rehearsal – 6-9pm





(MB)

18


Ankeny Competition – Evening



(MB)

21


Band Parents Meeting – IMC 7:00pm

All Band Parents Welcome

24


Football Game






(MB)

25


All-State Auditions - Oelwein



(IND)

27


Indoor Marching Classic -Evening



(MB)

PLEASE NOTE

Kennedy Band Website

Be sure to check out the Kennedy Band website at www.jfkband.com. You can access the band calendar, pictures, news and more. If you have pictures or information, please send them to Monica Goeddel and Lori Lohff at KennedyBandParents@yahoo.com.

[image: image12.wmf] 


VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Committee Volunteers

We need your help!  We can use volunteers for each of the committees.  Please refer to the first page for contact information or contact Monica Goeddel or Lori Lohff at kennedybandparents@yahoo.com.  One of them will get you in touch with the committee coordinator to volunteer or if you would just like more information about that committee.  

USCC/Rough Riders Concessions
Following are the events available for fundraising work at the USCC/Rough Riders Hockey in September.  Please contact Deb Yates at dryfarm@netins.net by August 29th with which events you are interested in working.  Actual events we work will be determined by the amount of interest and you will be notified if you are working an event. 

  
September 21

CRIA

3pm

Rough Riders Hockey
September 25

USCC

5pm

Disney on Ice
September 26

USCC

5pm

Disney on Ice
September 27

USCC

9am

Disney on Ice Show 1
September 27

USCC

1pm

Disney on Ice Show 2
September 27

USCC

5pm

Disney on Ice Show 3
September 28

USCC

10am

Disney on Ice
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Fall Fundraiser

Our first fundraiser begins on August 29.  We will be selling frozen foods from Party Time.  Your student will be given a sales brochure during band on the 29th.  The order due date for this fundraiser is September 11 and the orders will be ready for pick up on October 7.   Profits from this sale will be split 50/50 between the band and the student's account.  This is a great way for your student to raise money to help cover the cost of the upcoming trip to Florida.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact Cindy Erickson by email at drewjus@imonmail.com or by phone at 393-4145. 

Indoor Marching Band Classic

The Indoor Marching Band Classic (IMBC) is the culmination of our marching band season.  Along with the other seven metro marching bands, plus Iowa State University’s band, we march in the US Cellular Center, Monday evening, October 27th.  Advance tickets are $8.00, $9.00 at the door.  Tickets will be available at the Cougar Pride table during home football games.
  
This is also a fund raising opportunity for all 8 bands. Advance tickets are $8.00, hence, a “buck a band.”  The 44 page programs have ads purchased by local businesses.  If you are a business owner, or know of a business that wants to advertise in the program, for as little as $60, please contact Gordon or Mary Ann Thompson for more information, 366-0502.

Garage Sale


The annual band garage sale and bake sale is scheduled for Saturday, November 8th, 2008, from 7:30 AM to 2:30 PM.  It seems a long way away but now is the time to start saving those donations and grocery bags!  We will need volunteers Friday, November 7th, in the afternoon/early evening and on Saturday the 8th.  More information on the garage sale will follow in the up-coming newsletters.  If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please contact Sherie and Jerry Magner by email at jssbmagner@msn.com or call 378-1025.  Thanks!          
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Fundraising Assistance

Hiawatha "Fill The Sandbags For Students" Floodfest

EVENT DETAILS:  The City of Hiawatha and the Hiawatha Fire Department have partnered to hold a fundraising event in Guthridge Park to assist the Cedar Rapids area recovering from the June flood.  The overall goal is $100,000, including a specific goal of $25,000 to assist the 1,800 students displaced by the flooding in the Cedar Rapids area.  The "Fill The Sandbags For Students" event will combine food, games and live bands for a family-friendly atmosphere.  Because of our expertise in handling the parking lots for Hog Wild Days, the Kennedy Band has been asked to assist with this event as well.  Your participation is completely voluntary and will not affect your student account(s).  However, we all know people affected by the flooding, including several Kennedy Band families, and this is just a small community service commitment to benefit our community.

DATE: Saturday, September 6th 2008.

TIME:  1:00pm thru 1:00am.

WHO CAN WORK:  All Kennedy Band students, parents and family members.  Students do not have to be 16 to work this event. However, they must work with at least one adult per shift per location.  If you are unable to work with your student, we will ensure that other adults are available as necessary.

PARKING ATTENDANTS:  We will monitor parking in three lots around Guthridge Park.  Each lot needs 2 to 6 attendants during each shift.  At least one attendant must be an adult for each lot.  Parents can work together or parents and their students can work a shift together.  

Parking Shift times:  

Saturday, September 6    

1:00pm   –   4:00 pm

(12 people)






4:00pm   –   7:00 pm

(12 people)






7:00pm   – 10:00 pm

(16 people)






10:00pm –   1:00 am

(12 people)

TO VOLUNTEER for one or more time slots, please email Steve Lovett at Steven_Lovett@msn.com  (note the underscore between the first and last name) or sclovett@rockwellcollins.com.

Thank You’s

Hog Wild Days 25th Anniversary

I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who volunteered his or her time during the June 2008 Hog Wild Days celebration.  We had much better weather than last year, with cooler temperatures and minimal rain.  The Lion’s Club was very impressed with our work and gave an increase in pay over the amount that we received last year.  Those funds will be distributed into the appropriate student band accounts over the next month, and I will send individual emails to let each family know the amount deposited into their student’s account.

In addition to our parking lot / clean-up work, I want to extend a very special thank you to the 68 volunteers for the added efforts to raise flood relief donations for Kennedy Band families that were affected by the June floods.  The Lion’s Club allowed us to create donation buckets in all parking lots to accept voluntary donations as cars were arriving/departing.  Through our voluntary parking lot donation buckets we were able to raise $1,468.96, which will be distributed by the Kennedy Band Parents Council between those families most affected by the flooding!!

If you have questions about how this event works and/or would like more information about helping out next year, please email Steve Lovett at Steven_Lovett@msn.com  (note the underscore between the first and last name) or sclovett@rockwellcollins.com.

Thank you,
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Steven C. Lovett

Hog Wild Days Chair

319-378-1147

319-270-6011

Band Camp Lunches

Thank you so much to everyone that volunteered to help with the lunches during band camp week.  I really appreciated it and could not have done it without you!  Paula Haight

Kick-Off Dinner

For everyone who helped at the band camp kick-off dinner - THANK YOU very much. The food that was left over was given to the Salvation Army and Foundation 2. Louise Downey and Patti Sorsby
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