Kennedy Foundation for the Performing Arts (FPA)

February 1, 2010

Kennedy High School

Meeting called to order at 6:32 pm by President Katy Lee.

Present: Bob Assink, Paul Collingsworth, Joe Hall, Bob Harrison, Katy Lee, Kelly Otto, Bill Sorsby, Jim Muench

Secretary’s Report:

Minutes from the November 30, 2009 meeting were approved. Bob Harrison made a motion to approve the minutes. Paul Collingsworth seconded the motion.

Treasurer’s Report

No Treasurer’s Report available for review. Bob is having difficulty contacting Greg Barnett, the previous Treasurer, who has the materials. This includes the FPA checkbook and key to the Post Office Box.

Fundraising Requests:

The Directors from Band, Vocal, Drama, and Orchestra were invited to participate in this meeting to present their long-term visions of funding needs in there areas and needs that would apply to all performing arts groups.  Steve Tolly & Danny Yuska, from the Drama Department, were the only directors present.

As Tech Director, Steve Tolly, explained that he is trying to request things that would assist all performing arts groups. His priorities are conventional first, then fun.  His current funding request submitted in November 2009, is made with the goal in mind to establish a base for all conventional lighting to be current state-of the art equipment, which requires only minimal updating and replacements. If the current lighting in both the auditorium and the Black Box were up to conventional standards, it would not be necessary to move lighting from one room to the other when needed.

Danny Yuska, Drama Director, outlined the upcoming 2010-2011 Speech schedule which will require extra support. The State Thespian Festival will at UNI. In February 2011, KHS will host the State Speech Festival. This is an enormous event. Perhaps FPA can be involved to provide volunteer or monetary support.

Mr. Yuska would like FPA to consider funding the Royalties for the Fall or Spring Musical at KHS.  Costs vary depending on the show.

In absentia, the Band and Vocal Directors have expressed interest in having the grand piano replaced and having a storage facility built to take care of this instrument.

Mr. Tolly & Mr. Yuska excused themselves from the meeting.

Bob Assink asked whether or not JFK sends information to the Cultural Corridor for promoting its events. No on present knew the answer to this question.

Website Update:

A brief discussion was held regarding additional information that could be added to the FPA website, now that it has been moved under the Kennedy Activities website.

Kelly will confirm with Jim Hauer that the current contract with the website provider of the old website is terminated.

The following is a list of those items:

· Before and after pictures of the “Back Stage” area that was recently reorganized with a new storage organizing system, etc.

· List of FPA financial supporters 

· Acknowledgement of the 2009 Memorial made in the name of Teressa “Teddy” J. Protsman
Cabaret Update:

Kelly Otto distributed the Cabaret Plan/Time Line that she prepared.

Board members signed up for an area of the Cabaret that they would be willing to assist on. We discussed the importance of staying on schedule and the need for every Board Member’s participation in order to make this a successful fundraiser. We called a separate Cabaret Meeting for Feb. 8, 2010, at Vito’s at 6:30pm. to continue specific work on this event.

Fundraising Requests:

Paul Collingsworth made a motion to approve the Funding request made by Steve Tolly in November, 2009.  Bill Sorsby seconded this motion. Motion approved.

Addendum:

A funding request from John Hall, the Orchestra Director, was made for three data drops for the network. FPA members voted to approve these.

Hall OF Fame:

Bob Assink and Joe Hall provided an artist’s rendering of the Hall of Fame as well as hard copies of Hall of Fame information.  Not all members of the Board were still present at the meeting, so we will have to update the rest of the Board at a future meeting. Joe Hall brought his laptop to show us his idea of how computer images for displaying the Hall of Fame Information might look. However, it did not work right, so there was little to see. 

Those of us still present, Paul, Katy, Kelly , Jim, Joe, & Bob Assink had a brief brainstorm session regarding the Hall of Fame and how we could move forward, install a physical part of this in the North Lobby across from the Box Office and take advantage of the fact that the ceiling tiles in much of this area are currently down for the geothermal installation project.

There is continued concern over the rapidly changing technology available to make the original vision of a technology driven Hall of Fame Display work smoothly and with little human invention.  Thus, those of us present suggested we consider how to move forward in phases:

Phase 1: Physical Presence

Phase 2: Website Presence

Phase 1: Technological Presence

Those present agreed that Bob Assink should proceed with contacting the Cabinet Maker that he has been in touch with to gather information about cost and timeline for proceeding with the construction and installation of nice cabinetry for the North Lobby area, based on the artist’s renderings already in hand.

