[image: image1.wmf] 

[image: image2.wmf] 




Director’s Letter

♫The end of yet another term is quickly approaching and we have some “end of the term” type things to finish up.  Take a moment to check on Power School for any missing grades or assignments.  The students are being reminded to sign up for make-up lessons if they take here at school, or get their private lesson forms in if they take lessons outside of school.  You will also notice that they are receiving points for participation in pep bands and points for a playing test.  The breakdown of points for their final grade goes like this: 

Lessons 
50 pts
Participation
20 pts 

Pep Bands
20 pts (4 pts per service – extra credit is given for more than 5) 

Playing test
10 pts 

Total =
100 pts  

        We are currently working on ensembles for our upcoming solo and ensemble contests.  City Solo & Ensemble Contest is April 10 at Jefferson High School and State Solo & Ensemble Contest is April 17 at Prairie High School.  All of the students in band will be involved in both competitions in some capacity.  Scheduling is flexible and we will take all conflicts into consideration when building the performance schedules.  We will have more information available in a few weeks.  
We are also preparing for the Harding Area Band Concert.  This concert is new to our schedule this year, but not new to the Kennedy and Harding Band Departments.  For this concert, Kennedy will be traveling to Harding and playing in their gym along with their bands.  The date is Thursday, April 8 and there will be two concerts that evening at Harding.  The times and personnel for each concert will be announced as soon as possible.  This is something we used to do years ago and it is really a lot of fun.  It is great for all of the kids to hear one another and it is great to see the progression from 6th grade through 12th grade.   

        We are pleased and honored to announce that the Kennedy Band Department will be represented this year at the 2010 Iowa Bandmasters Conference in Des Moines on Friday, May 14 by a flute choir made up of students from both Wind Symphony and Symphonic Band.  We are very honored to be accepted and the students involved, along with Margaret Kegel, will be putting in countless hours of practice to perfect 30 minutes of music. Congratulations to all on such an honor. 

        With third term right around the corner, here are some dates that need to be on your calendar: 

 Tuesday, April 6
Corridor Jazz Project @ Prairie HS 

 Thursday, April 8
Harding Area Band Concert @ Harding MS 

 Saturday, April 10
City Solo & Ensemble Contest @ Jefferson HS 

 Saturday, April 17
State Solo & Ensemble Contest @ Prairie 

 Th., Fri. & Sat. 
April 22, 23 and 24
Spring Musical – Sweeney Todd 
Saturday, May 1
5 Seasons Middle School Honor Band 

Tuesday, May 4
Spring Concert and Senior Recognition 

Saturday, May 8
Large Group Contest 

Friday, May 14
Flute Choir at IBA in Des Moines 

Monday, May 17
Band Banquet 

Friday, May 28
Graduation 
        As always, a HUGE thank you to everyone, students and parents, that have volunteered their time and money to make this program successful.  It is SO much more than rehearsals and concerts.  Thanks to all that you do, the rehearsals and concerts can continue. 

Lesley Fleer, Director 
John F Kennedy High School Bands 
From the Kennedy Band Parents’ President:
♫Spring is just around the corner, and personally, and I couldn’t be happier!  Thanks to all of the volunteers who made the band carnival, state jazz, and NEIBA jazz a huge success.  These events could not happen without you.  There are still a couple of events left that we need your help with; including our biggest fundraiser, the Middle School Honor Band, yet to come.  Dana Schmitz is the committee chairperson and will be asking for volunteers to help with this very large event.

Are you interested in becoming more involved in the band program?  Do you want to have a say in what goes on?  Consider running for the Executive board!  We will have nominations in April and the election in May.  We also need several chairs of committees for the next school year.  Please call me with any questions!  We’d love to have you join our board.

Shelly Railsback

Kennedy Band Parents President

2009-2010

 
Middle School Honor Band
♫5 Seasons Middle School Honor Band:  Welcome to spring! At least, we can remain hopeful anyway!

We are in the process of planning our 21st annual 5 Seasons Middle School Honor Band which will be held on Saturday, May 1, 2010.  This is our largest fundraiser of the year. We are hosts for this event which features approximately 300 middle school students from throughout eastern Iowa.

It is a day filled with lessons, auditions, clinics, rehearsals, pictures, food, and last but not least . . . evening concerts.  I will be sending out an e-mail in the coming weeks to request volunteers. There are a variety of things you can do to help that require only an hour or two of your time. Please consider volunteering when you read over the upcoming e-mail.  The “Meals Committee” (who must prepare and serve all 300 kids and their directors at this event) will also be soliciting for donations in the near future.  Our band students will also have the opportunity to sign up to help.  Ideally we would like every band student to participate in some capacity. It speaks very well for our band program to see so many students and parents involved!

Freshman parents, this is a fabulous opportunity to meet other band parents and help out in an event that is not very time consuming. I know as a freshman parent, this volunteer opportunity allowed me to meet many parents and band students.  Interacting with the middle school students was also so fun.  They were so nervous, yet proud to be selected for the Honor Band, and of course, so cute in their “middle-school” ways.  If you have not yet volunteered for an event this year, please consider making this your first step. If you have volunteered for events this year, we would love to see you again!

Dana Schmitz

Honor Band Chairman

Appreciation
♫Thank you.  Thanks so much to all of you who participated in the band carnival this year--that includes anyone that donated food and silent auction baskets, bought bake sale items, volunteered, bid on silent auction items, played games and ate great food.  It was a good time with lots of good music and we were able to raise some money for the band. We couldn't have done it without your help!  Thanks again!

Sherie Magner

	John F. Kennedy High School Band Department 
2009-10 Schedule Of Events


	KEY:

	
	IND     Individual

	JB1    Jazz Band 1

	MB     Marching Band

	JB2    Jazz Band 2

	WS      Wind Symphony

	JB3    Jazz Band 3

	SB      Symphonic Band

	WG   Winter Guard

	CB      Concert Band

	DL     Drum Line


	ATTENDANCE AT ALL REHEARSALS IS CRUCIAL



	

	

	
	
	

	FEBRUARY
	
	

	11-13
	UNI Honor Band (by Audition)
	IND

	16
	Band Parent Meeting - IMC 7PM
	All Band Parents Welcome

	19
	Tall Corn Jazz Festival
	JB1, JB2

	19-20
	U of I Honor Band (by Audition)
	IND

	26
	Coe Jazz Summit
	JB1, JB2

	
	
	

	MARCH
	
	

	6
	NEIBA District Jazz Festival
	JB1, JB2

	16
	Band Parent Meeting - IMC 7PM
	All Band Parents Welcome

	22
	Spring Break Begins
	ALL

	
	
	

	APRIL
	
	

	10
	City Solo & Ensemble
	ALL

	17
	State Solo & Ensemble Contest @ Prairie HS
	IND

	20
	Band Parent Meeting - IMC 7PM
	All Band Parents Welcome

	22-24
	Spring Musical
	

	
	
	

	MAY
	
	

	1
	5 Seasons MS Honor Band
	

	4
	Spring Band Concert and Senior Recognition – 7pm
	ALL

	8
	State Large Group Festival – All Day
	WS, SB, CB

	17
	Band Awards Banquet – Kennedy Cafeteria 5:30pm
	

	18
	Band Parent Meeting - IMC 7PM
	All Band Parents Welcome

	28
	Graduation – US Cellular Center 7:30pm
	WS & SB
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2008-2008 Executive Board


and Committee Chairs





Officers


President


Shelly Railsback  551-1943





Vice President


Karen Halvorson  265-2014





Secretary


Dana Schmitz 350-4466





Co-Treasurers


Carolyn Crew   395-6781


Julie Swartz  378-4058


kennedybandtreasurer@gmail.com





Committees


Carnival


Sherie Magner  378-1025








Color Guard Liaison


Lori Lohff  389-4132








Concessions – USCC / RR


Marsha Aspinall


Contest Coordinator


David Drewelow  dl@drewelow.com








Cougar Pride


Deborah Richardson  393-2435








Equipment


Dave Hardin  550-1650








5 Seasons Middle School Honor Band


Dana Schmitz  350-4466








Fundraising - Product Sales


Kim Grier  857-4316








Garage Sale


Diane Bradford  393-0064





Hog Wild Days


Steve Lovett  378-1147








Hospitality


Jane Lehmkul  363-5600








Indoor Marching Band Classic


Dave Crew  395-6781





Newsletter


Julie Dvorak  365-4566








Uniforms


Gretchen Wright  362-7049














Directors


Lesley Fleer 558-3751


Chris Bird 558-4772
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