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Director’s Letter

I’d like to take start by thanking everyone for an amazing season.  The students, the parents, the staff.  We would not have enjoyed the successes that we did, had we not had all of the help that we had.  All of the extra hours of rehearsal, sectionals and individual practice given by the students drove this year’s show to a great success.  There were so many volunteers, I can’t begin to thank them all.  From uniform help, to snacks and lunches, to hair braiding, to chaperones, to staffing help for the state marching band competition and our support in the stands and at home.  It is amazing to hear the cheering in the stands and to be greeted as you come off the field with smiles and “great job!”  As cliché as it might sound, this band department would not run without the constant support and dedication of the students and the volunteers.  On behalf of the entire band department – Thank you!
 

A few end of the season reminders:

            * No more 7am rehearsals or Thursday night rehearsals

            * Final football game is Friday, Oct. 24 (senior night)

            * Indoor Marching Band Classic is Monday, Oct. 27 
  
    (schedule to follow)

            *All State Auditions – Saturday Oct. 25

            *Check the website for schedules and updates

 

Lesley Fleer 
Director 
John F Kennedy High School Bands 
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From the Kennedy Band Parents Co-Presidents:

Another marching band season has come and gone!  We couldn't have done it without you!  A big round of applause to all of you who chaperoned, brought water and snacks, helped with competitions, uniforms, flags and color guard.  We would like to especially thank Shelly Railsback and Paula Haight for coordinating both the 5 Seasons and State Marching Band contests.  These are a couple of our largest events for the year and we came through with flying colors thanks to their hard work.
 
If you haven't had the opportunity to volunteer yet, have no fear!  The year is not over when marching band is done.  There are still opportunities to come at the garage sale, carnival, concerts etc.  None of these events would happen without our wonderful volunteers.  Please consider helping out. Even if it is a small part, it makes a difference.  Don't forget that we also need people to work the concessions at the US Cellular Center and Rough Riders games.  This is a great opportunity to get to know some of your fellow band parents as well as raise funds to help support our band program and your student.  

As always, information will come out in emails, newsletter and be posted on the website - www.kennedyactivities.com/band
 
Thanks for all you do!  We hope to see you at future events.  Lori and Monica
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Lori Lohff

Monica Goeddel

Kennedy Band Parents, Inc.

Co-Presidents 2008-2009
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Indoor Marching Band Classic – On Monday, October 27 at 6:30pm, come and enjoy our marching band indoors where it is nice and warm.  See the Kennedy High School marching band, along with other local high school bands, and the Iowa State Marching Bank, in the US Cellular Center.  Tickets are $9.00 at the door.
Cougar Pride - Orders are due October 27 and the order form is attached to the newsletter.  This is the last chance to order band items and apparel this year.  Order forms are also available in the band hallway and a copy may be found on the band website.  We have a new fleece vest, full-zip hoodie and fleece/nylon blanket.  Expect delivery the first week in December.
Holiday Fundraiser - Our annual Holiday Fundraiser will begin on October 29.  We will be selling poinsettias from Peck's, fruit from Hy-Vee, and greenery from Belle Plaine Nursery.  Order forms will be available in the band hall on the October 29.  The orders and payments will be due on November 10 and delivery is scheduled for December 2.
 

Butter Braid orders will be delivered to the band hall on November 6 and will be available for pick up between 3:00 and 5:00.   This is a frozen product and we do not have any freezer storage available so all orders must be picked up during this time and if possible as soon after 3:00pm as you are able to be there to avoid having the products thaw out.  Please contact Cindy Erickson with any questions.

Performances - On Thursday November 6th, The Quartet of Happiness and the Kennedy Jazz Bands will be presenting a concert in the JFK Auditorium at 7:00 p.m. Tickets will be $6 for adults, $5 for students and $4 for seniors (over 62) at the door. Advanced tickets can be ordered at a discount by going to the Kennedy Band website:  www.kennedyactivities.com/band

The Quartet of Happiness takes modern jazz and infuses it with a hefty dose of cheekiness and irreverent humor, wrapping it all up in the sort of theatrics reminiscent of Blue Man Group. The group has made it its mission to take jazz out of the ivory tower and make it accessible to a wide-ranging audience. Playing games, wearing costumes, and engaging the audience with their antics, the Quartet of Happiness' performances are at times reminiscent of a cross between an improv comedy show and a theater of the bizarre. It's part jazz, part performance art, and all of it the child of insane wit. Visit their website at:  www.quartetofhappiness.com
	John F. Kennedy High School Band Department 
2008-09 Schedule Of Events 

	KEY: 
IND     Individual                        WG   Winter Guard
MB      Marching Band               DL    Drum Line
WS      Wind Symphony
SB      Symphonic Band 
CB      Concert Band 
JB1    Jazz Band 1
JB2    Jazz Band 2
JB3    Jazz Band 3
ATTENDANCE AT ALL REHEARSALS IS CRUCIAL. 


OCTOBER  

1

Homecoming Parade  5-6pm



(MB)

2

Rehearsal 6-9pm,




(MB)

3

Football Game




(MB)

4

5 Seasons Competition – Kingston - Day


(MB)               

9

Rehearsal 6-9pm




(MB)

11

State Marching Competition – Kingston - Day

(MB)



WD Valley Marching Competition – West DM – Evening
(MB)

16

Rehearsal – 6-9pm




(MB)

18

Ankeny Competition – Evening


(MB)

21

Band Parents Meeting – IMC 7:00pm          All Band Parents Welcome

24

Football Game




(MB)

25

All-State Auditions - Oelwein

      

(IND)

27

Indoor Marching Classic -Evening


(MB)

NOVEMBER

15

Band Garage Sale –8 a.m. Kennedy H.S.
     
 
(IND)

18

Band Parents Meeting – IMC 7pm          All Band Parents Welcome

20-22

All-State Music Festival –Ames (By Audition)  

(IND)

FUNDRAISERS / VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

JFK's Foundation for Performing Arts Annual Fundraiser: 'Cabaret' for all of Kennedy's Performing Arts Groups:
What:   JFK's Foundation for Performing Arts 'Cabaret'

Date:   Saturday, November 8

Time:   7PM and 10PM

Location:   Black Box Theatre

Who:   Band, Vocal Music, Orchestra, Drama

Admission:  $5 at the Door. No advance ticket purchase necessary.  Desserts, beverages, raffle prizes & your talented Kennedy students entertaining you all night long!
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Three ways you can be a part of this event:  

1) Donate a Dessert (we need 80 - 100) from each parent group

2) Volunteer for 45 minutes between 7:00 and 7:45....

     - We only need four adult volunteers and five students from the Band.

3)  Come enjoy a beverage and dessert, listen to some entertainment then go on your way, anytime between 7:00PM & 10:00PM. A great way to start an evening or to finish up a night out with a nice dessert!
Desserts: 

This would be a serving that would reasonably fetch $2.50. For example: a pie that could be cut into 8-10 servings, or a nice cake that could be cut into 10-12 servings, maybe a big cookie or a nice muffin. These would need to be delivered prior to 7:00 PM.  
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Contact Kelly Otto to volunteer your dessert or time. Thanks a lot!
 Kelly Otto kjrotto@msn.com
294-9321  or  431-9952v
Kennedy Band Garage and Bake Sale
The annual Kennedy Band Garage and Bake Sale will be held Saturday, November 15th, from 7:30 AM to 2:30 PM in the Kennedy cafeteria.  Volunteers will be needed for Friday, November 14th, from 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM, to help set up tables, organize and price merchandise.  On Saturday, 3 shifts of volunteers will be needed, working as cashiers and floor monitors, and overseeing the hold table and bake sale table.  The shifts are 7:00 AM to 9:45 AM, 9:45 AM to 12:30 PM and 12:30 PM to 3:00 PM.  The final shift will be asked to help load leftover merchandise to take to Goodwill and help clean the cafeteria.      

Donating items:
 We would like for you to donate gently used goods including the following:  clothes for all ages and sizes, accessories, toys, sporting equipment, house wares, seasonal items, linens, books, DVDs, CDs, small furniture and appliances, baby items (no car seats), stuffed animals, etc.  Anything not sold will be donated to Goodwill so please note the items Goodwill will not accept:  major appliances, used building materials, mattresses and box springs, tires, oil/air filters, batteries, car seats, pianos, large metal office desks, paints, cleaning supplies and anything that is broken or not working.  Again, please do not bring items that are broken, soiled or not accepted by Goodwill.  Bring your items to the Kennedy cafeteria between 3:00 PM and 5:30 PM on Friday, November 14th.  We will have students available to help carry.  Please allow 5 to 10 minutes to help distribute your donations to the proper areas.  We also need plastic grocery bags for bagging items for customers.  You do not need to price donated items.

Donating baked goods:
The following food items always sell well:  puppy chow, Chex mix, Rice Krispie bars, scotcharoos, cookies, and brownies plus quick and yeast breads and anything chocolate!  Cakes and pies can be bought whole.  If making snacks items, be sure to package them in individual packages and if making bars, package them 1 to 2 pieces per package.  You may also package them in larger quantities.  Please package all items in resealable plastic bags instead of using plastic wrap, so items stay secure and fresh.  Be sure to note on the bags if peanut butter or nuts were used.  Drop off your baked goods at the cafeteria between 3:00 PM and 6:00 PM on Friday, November 14th.  If Saturday works better for you, you may drop off baked goods before 10:00 AM.  I would like one person to be in charge of the bake sale—if you are interested, please let me know.
Donate food items:
We are also going to sell chili, chili dogs and walking tacos.  Donations are needed for these items.  If you choose to bring a food item, please have it at the Kennedy cafeteria between 3:00 PM and 6:00 PM, Friday, November 14th.  Anything I don’t get, I will have to go buy Friday night.  Please email me with what you will be donating to avoid duplication.  
	Doritoes—4 large bags
	water bottles—4 cases

	soda—any flavor
	shredded lettuce (lettuce only) 1 big bag from Sam’s

	shredded cheddar cheese—6-2 cup bags or equivalent
	4-16 oz containers sour cream or equivalent

	plastic forks-400 ct
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plastic spoons-400 ct

	Styrofoam cups-8 oz
	2 gals 1% milk

	2 gals skim milk
	1 bottle of mustard

	1 big bottle of ketchup
	1 quart half and half

	single serving hot chocolate packages—100 ct
	paper wraps for hot dogs

	napkins-500 ct.
	


Signs:
 There is a flyer advertising the garage sale attached to this newsletter.  Please print off copies and distribute them to friends and post them at work.  We have yard signs but need permission from homeowners and businesses to place them.  We will put them up the Sunday before the sale and remove them immediately following the sale.  I would like one person to be in charge of this job (we would help removing them—they are ready to go).
Trailer:
We would also like to have a trailer available from 2:30 PM to 3:30 PM the day of the sale so we have only 1 trip to make to Goodwill.  If you have one we could use, please let us know.

 If you haven’t already volunteered for any band fundraiser or event, this event is a great way to start since there are so many ways to volunteer.  You can donate items and bake sale goods.  You can print the flyers attached to this newsletter and post it at work and give to your friends.  You can volunteer Friday or Saturday at the sale.  You can donate grocery bags.  You can come to the sale and buy things.  You can offer your place of business or lawn to have a sign advertising the sale.  You can donate food items for the lunch.  Volunteer sign-up sheets will be available at the October Band Parents meeting and you may contact me anytime at jssbmagner@msn.com or at 378-1025 or 721-2456.  Student sign-up sheets will be posted in the band hallway one to two weeks before the sale.
  Thank You’s

Thanks a Bunch!!!  We would like to thank everyone that volunteered for 5 Seasons marching band and State marching band.  We had a great group from parents, grandparents, kids, and alumni.  The day went really well and we had many comments about how everything was running so smoothly.  
 
Thanks again
Shelly and Paula
State / West Des Moines:  I would like to thank everyone who donated food items and to the volunteers for their time in helping to prepare the snacks and meals for the band.  Also, I would like to thank the chaperone's who helped distribute snacks, water, dinner and helped with clean up.  I am thankful we had such a great TEAM:  Together Everyone Achieves More!!        Karen Halvorson                         
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I want to thank all those who helped with the color guard flag and tops.  Over 200 hours were put in during August and September cutting, pinning, sewing and ironing.  It is a big job but well worth it – we have the best dressed guard around!  

Kudos to:  Gretchen Hunt, Tina Lauderdale, Jeanie Belding

                  Karen Janechek, Alice Pei, Tammie Hoover
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                  Arlene Koch, Sunny Zhang, Angie Malenfant

                  Connie Roper, Debbie Richardson, Sherie Magner

                  Lila Snyder, Angie Devore, Karen Halvorson

                  Deb Sorenson and Mom, Linda Carollo

                  Diane Hoefer, Katie Lanning, Alanna Lohff

                  Romeyn Jenkins, Barb Ptacek

I hope I didn’t leave anyone out, if I did it was unintentional.  As you can see, it takes quite a crew to prepare for the show.  Please keep this in mind for next fall when we get to do it all again!  Thanks a million.  Lori Lohff
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2008-2008 Executive Board


and Committee Chairs





Officers


Co-Presidents


Lori Lohff 393-1953


Monica Goeddel 378-1639


Vice President


Karen Halvorson 265-2014


Secretary


Dana Schmitz 743-7977


Co-Treasurers


Bill Goeddel 378-1639


Carolyn Crew


kennedybandtreasurer@gmail.com





Committees


Carnival & Hog Wild Days


Steve Lovett 378-1147


Corridor Jazz Rep


Becky Lewis


Color Guard Liaison


Lori Lohff 393-1953


Concessions - USCC


Deb Yates 851-4811


Lila Snyder 533-0002


Contest Coordinator


Shelly Railsback 551-1943


Cougar Pride


Deborah Richardson


Sheri Magner 378-1025


Equipment


Dave Hardin 550-1650


Bill Sorsby 294-2769


John Railsback & Barry Wilson


FPA Reps


Kelly Otto 294-9321


Fundraising - Product Sales


Cindy Erickson 393-4145


Lynn Kloft 560-2859


Garage Sale


Jerry & Sheri Magner 378-1025


Hospitality


Patti Sorsby 294-2769


Louise Downey 294-9235





Indoor Marching Band Classic


Gordon & Mary Ann Thompson 366-0502


5 Seasons Middle School Honor Band


Dana Schmitz 743-7977


Publicity


Becky Lewis


Newsletter


Julie Dvorak 365-4566


Uniforms


Gretchen Wright 362-7049





Directors


Lesley Fleer 558-3751


Chris Bird 558-4772
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