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Appreciating Gifts
The Thanksgiving sea-

son comes just off the heels
of a Harvest Fest. Around
the corner is Christmas. A
person in our neighborhood
already has their decorated
tree shining brightly through
the front window. The calen-
dar waits for no one. A baby
on the way will be born in
the fullness of time, whether
we’re ready or not.

I find significance in the
closeness of these two holi-
days: one about giving
thanks; the other about giv-
ing gifts; both about appreci-
ating what has been given
and received. In scripture,
we find these phrases about
these two seasons:

e In everything give
thanks, for this is the will
of God...

o For unto us a child is
born...a Son is given

o The magi brought gifts

of...

e Thanks be to God for
His unspeakable gift

o To the church, he has
given gifts

e FEach one has been given
a measure of faith, a
spiritual gift

e [t is more blessed to give
than receive

Some of these are admonish-

ments about having a grate-

ful attitude. There are also
truth statements about all
that God has given in and
through Jesus. Whether the

gifts are a person or gifts of
spiritual or material nature,
we are to see their great
value and richly appreciate
them.

Slow Down

Our family has at times,
rushed through the Thanks-
giving meal without much
speaking of what we are
grateful for; or through the
gift-opening time at Christ-
mas, then running off to play
with the toys or try on the
clothes. In these instances,
we’ve focused only on what
we have received (or eaten)
and have not enjoyed what
gifts others are opening. The
times however, that we have
slowed down and savored
the setting, whether around a
turkey-table or a gift-lined
living room, the moments of
reflection and the thrill of
see others open packages
tends to linger longer and be
recalled with greater satis-
faction.

When we fail to express
thanks for others, or see life
only through our gift, our
perspective, we miss SO
much. May we learn to ap-
preciate another person’s gift
and to simply value them as
a person so that altogether,
we enjoy what God is doing
all around us.

So this Thanksgiving,
this Christmas, slow down
and deeply appreciate the
wonderful gifts of God to

you, to your loved ones and

praise the Lord for his

goodness.
Campaign/Project

Bunping Tooay 1
e GREATER.
Jomorrowin

Update
The Three Year Capital

Campaign ends, but the
Journey Continues...

We’ve crossed the Jor-
don, so to speak — a memo-
rial of stones have been
gathered to commemorate
the miracles God provided.
Jericho awaits; that is, there
is more territory to cross,
more giants to conquer; so
we must keep marching,
being prayerful and patient
and full of praise to our
great God.

Here is what is ahead
and some specific points for

prayer:
—Approval from city
(meeting is Dec. 1) to
amend conditions that

would postpone Little Mo-
rongo development and the
moving of the power poles,
thus substantially reducing
our start-up costs.

—God’s miracle provision
either through the sale of
this building (a sign which
we’ll be putting out front
soon with info on our web
site) or the provision of suf-




Growing ministries touching the family at Christian Center

Pastor Gary (Continued from page 1) Upcoming Events
ficient funds to complete financing  Springs. 12/6—Combined Services w/LPA
package We pray that your Thanks- | with guest speaker Dr. Max Rossi

—~Guidance for our construction giving and Christmas gatherings 12/6—Candlelight Communion at
manager and team with regards to: will be filled with the love and | 6PM; start the holidays focusing on

. Sub-contraptors Jjoy of the Holy Spirit, thanking | the Reason for the Season
e Cost reducing measures the Father for the greatest gift of 12/13—Christmas Programs: The
e Volunteer use in the construc- all, His Son Jesus. Cradle that Rocked the World at 9
tion process & 11AM. Kid’s Ministries present
Christmas Around the World at
We l : . .
Thanks to all who gave so chs tg\;eGy;u 6PM followed by cookie fellowship
faithfully and sacrificially over the & Charlo t?e/ 12/20— Special Missions Offering
course of the campaign. We appre- 12/20—Christmas Parties at 6PM.
ciate those who came on board later Men at the parsonage; Ladies at the

and continue to give. May the Lord
reward your faith and bless you in
many areas of your life.

church. Babysitting available.
12/22—Youth Christmas Party
12/23—No Midweek Activities
12/25—Happy Birthday JESUS
12/27—Only one combined wor-
ship service beginning at 10AM
with Andre’ Brown speaking
12/31—Youth Get Together
12/31—Kid’s Ministry workers
gathering at the McLeans

From our hearts to yours: We
can’t thank the Lord enough for
giving us the privilege of pastor-
ing such a wonderful group of
people who have gathered under
the umbrella of the local expres-
sion of His church called
Christian Center of Desert Hot

1/8 to 1/100 Dale Van Steenis
1/128 Light for the Lost Banquet

Small Group Connection Charlotte Geesey | 1/17—Baptism Classes Begin
1/22—Newcomer’s Dessert
We have just completed a great New groups will be forming | 1/30—Base One Class

eight week study on the Beatitudes: ~ in January with a variety of top- | 2/11—Prayer for Festival of Life

LIFE’S HEALING CHOICES. ics being offered. We encourage | 2/13—Missions Banquet

Many reported that this study was each of you to GET CON- | 2/14—Guests: The Bostock Family

so helpful in strengthening their NECTED to grow and build a | 2/28—Annual Business Meeting

walk with the Lord. stronger relationship with God
We are so appreciative of the and each other. Ministry and

McCartney’s and Perazzo’s for influence come out of strong

hosting and leading a group in their  relationships, SMALL GROUPS

home as well as Andre’ Brown are where this happens.

leading the men on Tuesdays at the

church. I enjoyed meeting with a

group of ladies on Thursdays.

Men’s Ministries Meeting time: Tuesday evenings
from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m. in the

Encouraging, Fellowship Hall. Be sure to bring
educating and your Bible. Men’s Christmas
equipping  men  Party will be at Pastor Gary’s on

VGVitZ’ the Word of  December 20 at 6PM. Talk to
od.

Andre’ Brown for information.
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Growing ministries touching the family at Christian Center

Wow fall has been a
busy time! We had a great
Carnival with the help of
church family and lots of kid
helpers. We blessed about
600 families. Thanks to all
who came out to help and
make this community event
the hit that it was!

It was also fun to have
some of those same helpers
team up with other kids from
churches in DHS for Party in
the Park, what a great event,
to see the Lord’s hand on
this day was awesome! I
know many lives were
touched.

On November 18" we had a Thanksgiv-
ing Day celebration with our Royal Rangers
and Mpact Girls it was a blessed time and
fun for all to see Pastor Gary carve the tur-
key.

Hello From The W.H.O.L.E. Kids Ministries

whole world. We will be
having a time of fellow-
ship and treats after the
play.

I pray that you and
yours will have a blessed
Christmas and wonderful
New Year.

Sheryl McLean,

Children’s Pastor

Well as we approach winter we are ex-
cited for Christmas, and the kids play on the
evening of December 20. This year we are
celebrating Christmas around the world!
Come and find out that Jesus came for the

SonShine Kids (Age 0-4)
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We have a few new babies that have joined our
nursery. And our toddlers are learning new songs
and stories about Jesus. If you would like to help 1
or 2 times a month, we are still in need of more
nursery care givers for second service. Talk to Renia
Snyder or Sheryl McLean about how you can shine
the Love of Jesus with our very wee ones.

Renia Snyder
760-329-2617

Royal Rangers

Merry Christmas from the Royal Rangers. We
wanted to thank everyone that helped support our
Outpost with the purchase of Christian Shirts. The
profits help cover costs or defer costs on our
events. Over the past couple of months we have
taken the boys to a Day Camp in September and an
Air Show in November. With your continued help,
we will be able to do more to reach the boys of
DHS. Thanks again and God bless you.
Commander Brian McLean
Outpost 76

| Get your picture taken so that we can update our photo directory in time for Christmas cards!




Usher/Greeter

The Greeter & Usher
Team bid you Happy
Holidays and a Blessed
Christmas Season.

In Luke, Chapter 2, the
wonder of our Lord’s
impending arrival is
described, and verse 19
says “...Mary kept all
these things and pondered
them in her heart.” This
verse quietly speaks of her
overwhelming wonder and
deep humbleness of sprit in

light of this great event.

As activities escalate,
set aside some time and go
to the stable...put yourself
in shepherds robes and
experience the wonder of
this moment. Reflect not
only on the event...but
God’s reasons for it and

Growing ministries touching the family at Christian Center

“...ponder them in your
heart.”

Hospitality is the main
goal of our team and we
are there to help you in any
way we can.

I happily serve with a
group of people who are
dedicated to His service,
not only on this team, but
on all the teams at Chris-
tian Center.

My personal thanks go
out to the following peo-
ple: Sylvia Luna — Service
Coordinator, Barbara
Bramlett, Andre’ Brown,
Robert Contreras, Elsa

Ibarra, Eddie Jimenez,
Ruth Lombard, Felipe
Mora, Paulette Rickus,
Roy Roberson, Justin

Throckmorton, Carol
Torrence, Gloria Washing-

ton, Lillian Weimar, and
our newest member Dana
Johnson. Please hold
them up in your prayers.
More volunteers are
needed. If you would like
to serve, contact me or
call the church office.
Yours in Christ,
Sandra Chank

It has truly been a
blessing to see the growth
in the body of Christ as
new faces enter and those
who call CCDHS their
home return each
week. As Ushers and
Greeter we are first in
line to welcome you in, to
provide directions and
information and to lend a
hand when needed. What
a privilege it is to serve as

Service Coordination

the gate keepers of our
Father's house.

I think I speak for
each member of the Usher
and Greeter team when [
say that I am excited to
see what is still to come
as we greet and usher in
those who desire fellow-
ship with other Christians,
those who want to hear
the good news about Je-
sus Christ, those who are
returning to their first
love, those who need
prayer and those who are
seeking shelter from the
elements. His gift of love
and salvation are spoken
here. Have a blessed
Christmas as we daily
celebrate Christ.

Sylvia Luna

Youth Group meets at the
church on Tuesday eve-
nings from 7:00 to 8:30
under the leadership of
Daniel Burr and his team.

Over Thanksgiving
Weekend they will join
with over 5000 other stu-
dents from across So. Cal.
for Youth Convention.
This is concentrated time
of worship, and special
speakers who touch the
unique needs of teenagers
in today’s world.

The Youth Christmas
Party will be held on
Tuesday Dec 22nd. See
Daniel for the location.

Youth
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New Year’s Eve will also
be a time of fun and fes-
tivities for the Youth. Be
looking for more infor-
mation or speak directly
with Daniel.

Common Grounds

What can we say about
Common Grounds?

The
Fabulous Food
Fellowship
Faith-Family
Fostering Friendships
Fun
For the Future & Forever

i Fo

If you would like to
volunteer to help in the
setup on Sunday morn-
S tin® please contact Joe
or Linda Bjornberg.

| Keep us updated by using a Communications Envelope or the “My Info Update” page of our website
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Women’s Ministries

“Empowering women
to live boldly and inten-
tionally for Christ”

1 John 4:17

GLORY TO GOD IN THE
HIGHEST!

EXCITING TIMES!!

First, we are still accept-
ing business appropriate
attire to bless the women
of DHS... i.e. suits, suit
jackets, skirts, pants, busi-
ness appropriate shirts
and all accessories such
as shoes/ hosiery. We will
be filling needs Wednes-
day 12/16 and Wednes-
day 12/30 during the time
God’s Kitchen is serving,
11am-1pm. More info,
Call Cheryl Burns (760)
288-2613

Second, we have been
asked to help make deco-
rations for the Christmas
store that is happening at
Grace Church for needy
families in DHS. We need
MANY hands to help
with this endeavor. On
Wednesday 12/9 we are
having a decoration mak-
ing party from 6pm-9pm.
Call Sandy Chank for
further details and dona-
tions, (760)413-7678.

Third, it’s time to cele-
brate our Lord’s birth .....
Get ready ladies God
wants to show up in a big
way on Sunday night
December 20 for our

annual Christmas celebra-
tion. Be thinking of items
at home that you have not
used in awhile or some-
thing new.... We’re hold-
ing a silent auction with
all monies going to the
Mpact girls club!

Fourth, but not Ieast,
look forward to CCDHS
1** annual spring retreat in
April of next year. More
details to follow in the
coming months.... Be on
the look out for the
“Fingerprints of God”.

Lastly, don’t throw those
water bottles away! We
are continuing to collect
and recycle... this will be
an ongoing opportunity to
help our environment and

Ladies Prayer Team

Meets Tuesday 10AM

It is amazing when
something  written two
thousand years ago in a
completely different time,
culture and gender, could
apply so perfectly to us
that it is as though it came
directly from our ladies
prayer team!

Colossians 1: 9-12 says
“For this reason, since the
day we heard about you,
we have not stopped pray-
ing for you and asking God
to fill you with the knowl-
edge of his will through all
spiritual wisdom and un-
derstanding. And we pray
this in order that you may
live a life worthy of the
Lord and may please him

with all power accord-
ing to his glorious
might so that you may
have great endurance
and patience, and joy-
fully giving thanks to
the Father, who has
qualified you to share
in the inheritance of the
saints in the kingdom of
light.”

It is truly a privi-
lege to come before
God’s throne of grace
for our church family.
Thank you for sharing
your lives with us, your
hopes, your dreams,
your pain, your Sor-
rows, your needs, and
sometimes, other hard
to share issues marked

) - in every way: bearing fruit “handle with care.”
the. women's mimistry g, every good work, grow- God has been so good
projects. ing in the knowledge of and faithful. It is a

God, being strengthened blessing to see Him
work in your lives.
Dondt Be Dor mairiet YohdlLigls Shibgé nt e

There are opportunities for personal growth this season. If you have never
been baptized in water, or did so before you truly understood salvation, then
plan to join Karen Strickland for a 5 week class beginning on January 17 to

prepare for the Water Baptismal service.

Are you new to CCDHS? Then you will
want to come to the Newcomers’ Dessert
Fellowship at Pastor Gary & Charlotte’s
home on January 22. This informal gather-
ing will give you opportunity to meet with §3
various ministry leaders and get to know

some new folks.

If you consider Christian Center to be your home church and have attended
here for 6 months then sign up for the Base One Membership Class to be

held on Jan 30.

Please remember to leave the parking on the street area in front of the church for visitors, seniors & the ailing. The entire
parking lot in front of the Chinese Restaurant building needs to be left open for their customers. Thank you for your help!

e




AL
@
Chyistian Centen

Desert Hot Springs

66511 8th Street,
DHS, CA 92240

Phone: 760-329-5076
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Update your
our website is now found at
www.ccdhs.org

What 6s
Website?

We have a copy of the
weekly bulletin ready for
you in case you wonder
what is going on.
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Pastor’s sermon, Power-
Point and any notes are
now available. You can
either download the ser-
mon you choose, or even
better, you can subscribe
to our podcasts through
iTunes and stay up to
date with each week’s
message. Just follow the
link on the website; it’s
that easy to stay con-
nected no matter where
you may be around the
world!
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Passion for God Purpose for Life
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Christmas Giving Opportunities

on our
Angel Tree

Once again this year we
are participating by
purchasing a $15—$20
gift for the local child
of a prison inmate. The
names and gift request
for these children will
be available to
select off of the Christ-
mas Tree next Sunday.
Please return the
wrapped gift to the
church by Wednesday,
Dec 16 so they can be
distributed Dbefore
Christmas. See Darlene
Lowrey for more infor-
mation.
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CV Christmas Store

We also have the
opportunity to be a
blessing to families as
we partner with other
churches to provide
toys, clothes & school
supplies. Please see the
enclosed inserts for
more information or see
Patrice Kimbler with
questions or to suggest
names of families who
need assistance. A
box is located at the
rear of the sanctuary to
drop off your un-

wrapped donations
through December 20.

Missions Offering

We will be receiving a
special offering on De-
cember 20th to bless our
missionaries who repre-
sent us around the globe.
Each of the missionaries
we support monthly will
receive a personal
monetary Christmas gift
they can use to help pur-
chase gifts for their fam-
ily. Thank you for mak-
ing their holidays bright.




