                                                               [image: image2.jpg]


[image: image1.jpg]



                                                            1279 W. Pulaski Hwy. Suite A

Elkton,   MD  21921

410-392-4596 * 302-892-2470

800-685-4078

www.acechimneysweeps.com
	                                    Chimney Sweeps Fight Carbon Monoxide
Sweeps don't just provide care for your flue and masonry; they do something else that is far more important.  The regular care that chimney sweeps provide should be an essential part of everyone's home safety program.  Not only do sweeps reduce the chance of home and chimney fires, but they work to prevent carbon monoxide as well.  Improper ventilation and inefficient heating systems don't just cost money - they may be a source for deadly carbon monoxide. 
Here's What You Need To Know About Carbon Monoxide
Carbon monoxide is colorless, odorless, and tasteless.  It's particularly dangerous because none of your senses can detect it, but it has the power to harm and even kill.  
It's difficult to predict how you will respond to carbon monoxide exposure.  The effects of the poison depend on the amount that's in the air, and how long and how much you breathe the gas.  Once exposed to carbon monoxide, with every breath the gas seeps into the air sacks of your lungs where it binds with hemoglobin, the red cells in your blood that carry life-giving oxygen through your body.  The problem is, carbon monoxide latches on to hemoglobin more quickly than oxygen, and so as you breathe, your blood becomes increasingly saturated with carbon monoxide.  Cells need oxygen to "breathe", but carbon monoxide suffocates them by preventing oxygen from entering the blood stream. 
Within just minutes of exposure, sufferers can experience flue symptoms such as headaches, sore eyes, and a runny nose.  If exposure continues and carbon monoxide attaches to 10-15% of the blood's hemoglobin, exposed individuals will feel dizzy, achy, or confused.  When carbon monoxide levels increase to saturate 30-40% of the bloodstream, a person becomes drowsy, lethargic, and slips into a coma and faces potential damage to the nervous system.  At 60-70%, carbon monoxide is fatal.  
The CDC reports that carbon monoxide kills approximately 2,500 people each year.   If sufferers can recognize the symptoms, they may be able to recover simply by getting away from carbon monoxide source.  More severe cases may require entering a hyperbaric chamber to force pressurized oxygen into the body to fight poisoning. 
So remember that along with helping you maintain an efficient heating system, by working to provide proper ventilation, your chimney sweep works to protect you against the dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning.



