
As a child arrives:

· greet them at the door, at their

          eye-level. 

· Tell them that you are happy that they 

          came to church today and that you have many

          fun things planned. 

· If they are shy, help them find a friend, toy, or activity to connect with.

Briefly say “good morning” to the parents

· Thank them for bringing their child to church today

· If parents need to share information about their child, ask them to write it on the security tag so that it is properly documented and passed on to other teachers.

· If appropriate, reassure them that separation anxiety is normal, and that it usually only lasts a couple of minutes.

· Do not allow parents to enter the room, as this prolongs the separation process and because of health and security issues. 

· If parents are hesitant about leaving their child, encourage them to pick-up a pager at the coordinator’s desk in The Nest lobby. Reassure them that we will page them if their child does not settle down in a few minutes.

In addition

· Make sure each child has a security tag on before they enter the room

· Make sure they have been signed-in. 

· Make a mental or written note of coats or other items that are brought. This will help to ensure that the items are moved with the child to their Sunday School class, or taken home when parents return.

August 1, 2010

Worship Care

August Unit: Showing Love
Today’s Bible Story: Dorcas Helped (Acts 9:36 – 43)
Bible Phrase: Help one another (Galatians 5:13).
Bible Truth: People show love by helping others in need.
Life Application: I will hear that helping others is a way to show love.
Group Time:
As each child joins you in the circle, mention a way he has helped someone. “Hello, Ethan. Thank you for praying when we ate our snack.”
Bible Story
Dorcas Helped (Acts 9:36 – 43)
Dorcas was kind woman who loved Jesus. Dorcas liked to help people. One of the ways Dorcas helped was by making clothes. She gave the clothes to people who needed them. Sometimes Dorcas made clothes for boys and girls. Sometimes she made clothes for their mothers, too. Snip, Snip went Dorcas’ scissors as she cut out as she sewed. Dorcas liked making clothes. She liked seeing the happy faces of the children and mothers as they put on their new clothes. Everyone who knew Dorcas loved her. They remembered how kind and helpful she was. They remembered the clothes she had made for them. The people were thankful to have a friend like Dorcas.
Pray: “Thank You, God, for opportunities to be kind to one another. Thank You for people who are kind to me.
Bible – Learning Activities

Design favorite clothing: offer plain paper and markers. Suggest that a child draw favorite clothes for different situations such as going to church, going on vacation, or going to a party.
Clean the room: Provide paper towels and a toy broom, if available. Children could tidy the homeliving dishes or food contains, stack blocks neatly on shelves, or sort markers and art supplies.
Provide paper and pencils: Guide a child to place one foot on a piece of paper; another child can trace around his shoe. Lead children to swap roles. Comment that the children are helping one another and that helping is a way to show love. Offer to print today’s Bible phrase on the child’s shoe outline. Talk about ways the children could help others at home, church, or other places.
Clean Up: Allow extra time to clean up. Assign specific
Tasks and work alongside a child who is easily distracted.

_______________________________________
Dismissing a child - 

Following our church’s dismissal guidelines reassures parents. 

· Children should only be released to adults with the appropriate security pick-up tag

· If a security pick-up tag is lost, parents should report to the coordinator’s desk for help.

Thank first-time guests for attending! 

Tell parents what their child learned today.

Make sure to check for 

· Coats, sweaters, hairbows, etc.
· Backpacks or diaper bags
· Special toys or blankets that were brought from home. In a nice way, encourage parents to limit these in the future if possible. Toys brought from home are sometimes hard to share and cause extra “arguments” in preschool classrooms.
· Sunday School and Worship Care art projects
· Sunday School Take-Home pages
________________________________________________________________
   


Thank you for serving in Worship Care!








